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LETTER FIRST. 



Sir, 

IT would give me much unea- 
finefs to be reputed an Enemy 
to free inquiry in Religious 
matters, or as capable of being ani- 
mated into any degree of perfonal 
malevolence againftthofe who dif- 
fer from m^ in opinion. On the 
contrary, I look upon the right of 
private judgment, in every con- 
cern refpedting God and ourfelves, 
as fuperior to the control of human 
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authority ; and have ever regarded 
free difquifition, as the beft mean of 
illuftrating the dodrine, and efta* 
blifliing the truth of Chriftianity. 
Let thj? followers pf Mahomet, apd 
the zealots of the church of Rome, 
fupport their feveral religious fyf- 
tems by damping every effort of 
the human intelleft to pry into the 
foundations (tf their faith; but ne^* 
ver can it become a Cbriitian, to be 
afraid of being a^od a teaf^n ^f 
ihi faith that u in him ; por a 
Proteftant, to be ftudiQUs of en- 
veloping his religion in myftery 
and ignorance; nor the church of 
England, to abandon that mpderar 
tion, by which (he permits every 
individual et /entire t^a velit^ et 

qua fmtiat dicer e^ 

It 
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, It is hot. Sir, without fome re- 
luftance, that, under the influence 
of thefe opinions, I have prevailed 
upon myfelf to addrefs thefe letters 
to you ; and you will attribute tO 
the fame motive, my not having 
given you this trouble fooner. I 
had moreover an expe6tation, that 
the taik would have been undcr*- 
taken by fome perfon, capable of 
doing greater juftice to the fubjedl!^ 
and more worthy of your atten- 
tion. Perceiving however, that 
the two laft chapters, the fifteenth 
in particular, of your very labori* 
ous and daffical hiftory of the Do^ 
dine and Fall of the Roman etor 
pire, had made upon many aa 
imprelfion not at all advantageous 
to Chriftianity ^ and that the filence 
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of others, of the Clergy efpccially, 
began to be looked upon as ah 
^cquiefcence in what you had 
therein advanced \ I have thought 
it my duty, with the utmoft re- 
fpedfc and good-will towards you, 
to take the liberty of fuggefting to 
your confideration^ a few remarks 
upon fome of the paflages, which 
have been efteemed, (whether you 
meant, that they fhould be fo ef- 
teemed, or not) as powerfully mili- 
tating againft that revelation, which 
fiill is to many, what it formerly 
was to she Greeks^ Foolifhnefs ^ but 
which we deem to be true, to be 
the power of God unto falvation to 
every one that believeth. 

To the inquiry, by what means 
the Chriftian faith obtained fo re- 

'' mark- 
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markable a viftory over the cfta- 
blifhed religions of the earth, you 
rightly anfwer. By the evidence of 
the dodlrine itfelf, and the ruling 
providence of it's Author. But af- 
terwards, in aOigning for this ado--' 
nifiiing event five fecondary caufes^ 
derived from the paffions of the 
human heart and the general cir- 
cumftances of mankind, you feem 
to fome to have infinuated, that 
Chriftianity, like other Impoftures, 
might have made it's way in the 
world, though it's origin had been 
as human as the means by which 
you fuppofe it was fpread. It is 
no wi(h or intention of niine, to 
faften the odium of this infinuation 
upon you ; I fhall fimply endeavour 
to (hew, that the caufes you pro- 
• A3 duce. 
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dv^t^ are either inadequate to the 
attainment of the end propofed ; or 
ikAt their efHcieocy, greM ^ yovi: 
iinagpoe it^ was derived from other 
pryi|:iples than tbofe, you hare 
thought pF!0^r to menlioq. 

Your firfl caqfe ia " the inHexi^ 
V ble^ aod^ if you may ufe the ex-. 
** prcQiQn^ the intolerant zeal of 
^ the Chriftians, derived^ it is true,> 
** from the JewilH religion, bwc 
*' purified from the narrow and 
^^ Kinfiictal fplrit, which inftead of 
^ inviting^ had deterred dieGen^ 
^ tiles from embracing the law erf" 
^Mofes." -r Yesy Sir^ we are 
Hgreed, that the zeal of the Chrif-^ 
tians was inflexible, neither dtath^ 
noir Ufe^ mr pnftcipalifUSj nor paw^ 
irs^ nor ihinis pr^fint, nor things t$ 

come^ 
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tmij could bend it intd a fspM^ 
tioh from the leva, of Gid^^ nnhiik^fm 
in Oiriji Jejiis tMr Lords it wat 
ahr inflexible dbftinftcyv in nort tilaf- 
jjhcmlng the tome df Chrift, which 
every where exipcQdthem ax fCfi 
fecution; aiid wWch vfiti jtow 
amiable dnd phik)foJ>hk: PKny 
thought proj^er,. for want of 
(Uher cAmesv to pufti^' With deadi 
in the Cbriftisns of his pr6vince; 
— We are agreed to6; thai 
the zeal of the Chriftiatis Was iht6>- 
lerant; fbr it denounded tfitvdtttioH 
ami angmjh tipon every fdut of fHoH 
that did evil J of Phe Jew firfiy and 
alfo of the Gentile\ it vToald rid* 
tolerate in Chriftian' worlhip, thdfif 
who fappHcated the image of Ca?-^ 
far, who bowed down at the altari^ 

A 4 of 
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of Paganifm, ^ho mixed with the 
votaries of Venus, or wallowed in 
the filth of Bacchanalian feftivals. 
But though we are thus far agreedf 
with refpeft to the inflexibility and 
intolerance of Chriftian zeal ; yet 
as to the principle from which it 
was derived, we are toto cc^lo di- 
vided in opinion; You deduce it 
from the Jewifli religion ; I would 
refer it to a more adequate and a 
more obvious fource, a full per- 
fuafion of the truth of Chriftianity. 
What! think you that it was a 
zeal derived from the unfociable 
fpirit of Judaifm, which infpired 
Peter with courage to upbraid the 
whole people of the Jews in the ve- 
ry capital of Judea, with having de- 
livered up Jefus^ with having denied 

him 
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him in the prefence of Pilate^ mih 
having deftred a murderer to be 
granted them in hisjtead, with hav^ 
ing killed the Prince of life? Was it 
from this principk, that the fame 
Apoftle in conjundUon with Jobn» 
when fummoned, not before the 
dregs of the people, (wfiofe judg-. 
ments.they might have been fup- 
pofed' capable, of mifleading, and 
whofe refentment they might have 
defpifed,) bun before the rulers and 
the elders and the fcribes, the dread 
Tribunal of the Jewifli nation, and 
commanded by them to teach no 
more in the name of Jefus 5 boldly 
anfwered, that they could not hut 
fpeak the things^ which they had feen 
and heard ? — they had feen with 
their eyesy they had handled with their 

hands 
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Unds the word oftife \ and no hun¥m 
jorifdidton could deter them from 
bring faithful witne^ of what 
tkey had feen and heard. Here 
then you may perceive the genufDd 
and undoubted origin of that zeaf^ 
vMiAt you afcribe to what appeal^ 
to mc a very inlufficient caulir; and 
which the Jewifli rulers werefo&F 
l^otti confidering as the ordinary" 
tfftSt of their religion, that they 
Were Exceedingly at a lofs how t<y 
account fbr it ; — mow when theyfaw 
the boldnefs of Peter and Johtiy and 
fjgtceived that they were unleofrned 
mi ignorant men, they tnarvetted. 
The Apoftles, heedleft of confe- 
quences, and r^ardlcfs of every 
thing but truth, openly every whfer^ 
profcffed themfclvc^ witneffes of 

the 
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die rcforrcftion of Chrift j and wk¥ 
a confidence, which, could pMceedl 
froo) nothing bot convi£lion, 9tadt 
yffbich pricked the Jews to the hearty 
bade the hmfe of Ifratl knot/ affi^'^' 
edfyj that God had made thai Jam 
Jifus^ whom they- had eructfiedy both 
Lord and Chriji. 

I mean not to produce thefii 
inftances of apoftoUe zeal, as di<« 
ft&. proofs of the truth of Chri^^ 
ftianity; for every religion, nay^ 
every abfurd feft of every religion^ 
has had it's zealots^, who have not 
icrupled to maintain their principki 
at the expence of their lives ; and 
we ought no more to infer the trudi 
of Chriftianity from the mere zeal 
(^ it's propagators, than the trutH 
of Mahometanifm from that of ^ 

Turk. 
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Turk, When a man fufFers him- 
fclf to be covered with infamy, 
pillaged of his {)roperty, and drag- 
ged at laft to the bldck or the (lake^ 
rather than give up his opinion ; 
the proper inference is, not that 
his opinion is true, but that he be- 
lieves it to be true ; and a queftion 
of ferious difcufTion immediately 
prcfents itfelf, — upon what foun- 
dation has he built his belief? This 
is often an intricate inquiry, includ- 
ing in it a vaft compafs of human 
learning ; a Bramin or a Mandarin, 
who (hould obferve.a miffionary 
attefting the truth of Chriftianity 
with his blood, would, notwith- 
ftanding, have a right to a(k many 
queftions, before it could be expeft- 
fd, that he fliould give an ^ffent 

to 



t 13 ] 

to our faith. In the cafe indeed 
of the Apoftles, the inquiry would 
be much lefs perplexed; fincc it 
would briefly refolve itfelf into this, 
—whether they were credible re- 
porters of fadls, which they them- 
felves profefled to have feen :-*and 
it would be an eafy matter to fhew, 
that their zeal in attefting what 
they were certainly competent to 
judge of, could not proceed from 
any alluring profpedt of worldly 
intereft or ambition, or from any 
other probable motive than a love 
of truth. 

But the credibility of the A- 
poftles* teftimony, or their com- 
petency to judge of the iafti 
which they relate, is not now to be 
examined j the queftion before us 

fimply 



fimplf relates to the principle, bjr 
which their ttd\ was excited ; and 
it is a patter of real aftonilhment 
10 me, that any one converfant with 
the hiftory of the firft propagation 
(^Chriilianity, acquainted with the 
f^oGtion it every where met with 
Irom the people of the Jews, and 
l»ware of the repugnancy which 
ipuft ever fubfift between it's tenets 
and thofe of Judaifm^ ihould ever 
think of deriving the zeal of the 
primitive Chriftians from the Jew- 
iih religion. 

Both Jew and .Chriftian, in- 
deed, believed in one God, and 
abominated idolatry; but this 
deteflation of idolatry^ had it been 
unaccompanied with the belief c^ 

the refurre^tion of Chrilt) would 
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probably have been juft as m0^ 
G^ioqs in exciting the zeal of the 
Chriftian to undertake the CQnver;T 
fion of the Gentile wodd> as it had 
for ages been in exciting that of 
the Jew. But fuppofing, whstf: I 
think you have i^ot proved, ami 
what I am certaia cannot be adnHl«>> 
ted without proof, that a zeal 
derived from the Jewifli religion 
infpired the firfl: Chriftians witt| 
fortitude to oppofe themlelves ter 
the inftitutions of Paganifm \ whzt 
was it, that encouraged them to 
attempt the converlion of their owi¥ 
countrymen? Amongd the Jewa 
they met with no fuperftitiou% 
obfefyance^ of idolatrous rites % 
and therefore amongfl; them, could 
have no opportunity of " d|eclaring 

and 
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and ctmfirming their zealous op- 
poGtion to Polytheifm,or of foni^- 
ing by frequent proteftations their 
anachment to the Chriftian faith.'* 
Here tfaen at leaft* the caufe you 
have aisled for Chriftian zeal 
oeafes. to operate ; and we inuft look 
oatfotfomc other principle than a 
zeal againft idolatry, or we Ihall 
Dcver be able fatisfaftorily to ex- 
plain the ardou r, with which the Apo- 
flks prefled the difciples of Mofes, 
CO become the difdplcs of Chrift. 
Again, does a determined op- 
pofiti<m to, and an open abhorrence 
of, every the minuteft partof an 
eftabtilhed religion, appear to you 
to be the moft likely method of 
conciliating to another faith thofe 
whoprofefsit? TheChriftians,you 
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contend, could neither mix with 
the Heathens in their convivial 
entertainments, nor partake with 
them in the celebration of their 
folemn feftivak; they could neither 
aflbciate with them in their hyme- 
nasal, nor funereal rites; they could 
not cultivate their arts, or be fpefta^ 
tors of their fhews ; in fhorr, in 
order to cfcapc the rices of Poly- 
theifm, they were, in your opinion, 
obliged to renounce the commerce 
of mankind, and all the offices and 
amufements of life. Now, how 
fuch an extravagant and intempe- 
rate zeal as you here defcribe, can, 
humanly fpeaking, be confidered 
as one of the chief caufes of the 
quick propagation of Chriftianicy, 
in oppofition to all the eftabliflied 

B powers 
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powers of Paganifm, h a circumr 
. fiance I can by no means compre^ 
hend. The Jefuit miffionaries, 
whofe human prudence • no one 
will queftion, were quit^ of a con- 
trary way of thinking; and brought 
adcferved cenfure upon themfclves^ 
for not fcrupling to propagate the 
faith of Chrift, by indulging to 
their Pagan converts a frequent 
ufe of idolatrous ceremonies. Upon 
the whole it appears to me, that 
the Chriftians were in no wife 
indebted to the Jewifli religion, for 
the zeal with which they propagat- 
ed the gofpel amongft Jews as well 
as Gentiles ; and that fuch a zeal as 
you defcribe, let its. principle be 
what you pleafe, could never have 
been devifcd by any human under- 

ftand- 
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ftanding, as a probable mean of 
promoting the progrefs of a refor-* 
mation in religion; much lefs could 
it have bedn thought of, or adopted 
by a few ignorant and unconncdled 
men. 

In expatiating upon this fubje6t 
you have taken an opportunity of 
remarking, that " the conteinpora- 
"ries of Mofcs and Jb(hua Rad 
"beheld with carclefs indifference 
" the moft amazing miracles— and 
** that in contradidion to every 
"known principle of the human 
" mind, that Angular people (the 
"Jews) feems to have yielded a 
" ftronger and more ready aflent 
" to the traditions of their remote 
" anceftors, than to the evidence of 
*' their own fenfes/* This obfer- 

:b 2 vation 
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vauon bears hard upon the veracity 
of the Jewifh fcriptures ; and, was it 
tme, would force us either to reject 
them, or to admit a pofition as 
extraordinary as a miracle itfelf } 
—that the teftimony of others pro- 
duced in the human mind, a 
ftronger degree of conviAion con- 
cerning a matter of faA, than the 
teftimony of the fenfes themfelves. 
—It happens however, in the pre- 
fent cafe, that we are under no 
neceflicy of either reje£Ung the 
Jewifti fcriptures, or of admitting 
fuch an abfurd pofition ; for the 
fad is not true, that the contempo- 
raries of Mofes and Jolhua beheld 
with carelefs indifference, the mi- 
racles related in the Bible to have 
been performed in their favour* 

That 



That thefc miracles were not fuffi- 
cient tQ awe t;he Ifraelites ioto. an 
uniform pbedience to the Theo- 
cracy, cannot be denied; but, 
whatever reaibns may be thought 
bed: adapted to account for the 
•propenfity of the Jews to idolatry, 
and their frequent dcfedlion from 
the worihip of the one true .God, a 
^'ftubborn incredulity*' cannot be 
admitted as one of them. 

To men, indeed, whofe under- 
ftandings have been enlightened 
by the Chriftian revelation, and 
enlarged by all the aids of human 
learning; who are under no temp- 
tations to idolatry from without, 
and whofe reafon from within, would 
revolt at the idea of worfhipping 
the infinite Author of the univerfe 

B 3 under 
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under any treated fymbol ;— to men 
who are compelled, by theutmoft 
exertion of their reafon, to admit 
as an irrefragable truth, what 
puzzles the firfl: principles of all 
reafoning — -the eternal exigence 
of an uncaufed Being; — and who 
are confcious, that they cannot 
give a full account of any one 
phaenomenon in nature, from thfe 
rotation of the great orbs of the 
univerfe to the germination of a 
blade of grafs, without having 
recourfe to him, as the primary 
incomprehenfible caufe of it; — and 
who from feeing him every where, 
have, by a ftrange fatality, (convert- 
ing an cxcefs of evidence into a 
principleof diibelief J at timesdoubt- 
ed concerning his exiftence any 

where. 
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where, and made the very univerfe 
their God ; — ta men of fuch a 
flamp, it appears almoft an incre- 
dible thing, that any human being 
vhich had icen the order of nature 
interrupted, or the uniformity of 
it's courle fufpended, though but 
for a moment, (hould ever after* 
wards k)fe the frnprcffion of reve^ 
rential awe, which, they apprehend, 
would have been excited in their 
minds. But whatever effeft the 
vifible interpofition of the Deity 
might have in removing the fcep- 
ttcifm, or conHrhiing the faith of a 
few Philofophers, it is with me a 
very great doubt, whether the peo- 
ple in general of our days, would 
be more ftrongly affcdted by it, 

B 4 than 
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than they appear to have been inr 

the days of Moles. 

Was any people under hea- 
ven, to eicape the certain de- 

ftru£tion impending over theoi^ 
from the . clofe purfuit of an en- 
raged and irrefiftible enetny, by 
feeing the waters of the Ocean 3tf- 
comng a wall to them oh their 
right fiand and on their left\ they 
would, I apprehend, be agitated by 
the very fame paflions we are told 
the Ifraelites were^ when they faw 
the fea returning to his ftrength, 
and fwallowing up the hofl of 
Pharaohj they would fear the Jjird^ 
they would believe the Lordy and 
they would exprefs their faith and 
their fear by praifing the Lord:-* 

they 
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they would not behold fuch a great 
work with carekfs indifference^ but 
with aftonilhmcnt and terror;, nor 
would you be able to deted the 
flighteft. veftige of ftubborn incre- 
dulity in their fong of gratitude. 
No length of time would be aUe 
to blot from their minds the me- 
mory of fuch a tranfadipn, or in«« 
^uce a doubt concerning it's Au« 
l^or, though future hunger and 
third; nnght make them call out 
for water and bread, with a de-^ 
iponding and rebellious importxi-^ 
nity. V 

But it was not at the Red Sea 
only, that: the Ifraelites regarded 
with fomething more than a care^ 
Ufs indifference the amazing mira- 
cles which God had wrought ; for 

whea 
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when the law was declared t^ 
them from mount Sinai, all the 
people faw the trmnderings^ and the 
Ughtenings^ and the noi/e of the tern* 
peji^ and the mountain finoking \and 
when the people faiw it^ th^ removed 
andftood afar off^ and they fold unto 
MofeSy Speak thou with us^ and we 
will hear\ but let not God f peak 
with usj left we die. — This again. 
Sir, is the Scripture account of the 
language of the contemporaries of 
Mofes. and Jolhua ; and I leave it 
to you to confider, whether this is 
the language oijlubbom incredulity^ 
and car elefs- indifference. 

We are told in Scripture too, that 
whiHl any of the contmporaries of 
More$ and Jofliua were alive, tl^ 
whole people ferved the Lord *, the 

im-* 
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impreffion, which a fight of the mn 
racles had made, was never effaced-; 
nor the obedience, which nnght 
have been expe6ted as a natural 
confequence, refufed, till Mofes and 
Jolbua, and all their contempora- 
ries, were gathered unto their fa* 
thers ; till another generation after 
them arefe^ which knew not t fie Lor d^ 
mr yet the work? which he had done 
for JfraeU — But the people ferved 
the Lord all the days of Jojhua^ and 
all the days of the elders that out^ 
lived Jofhua^ who had feen all the 
great works of the Lord that he did 
for Ifrael. 

I am £»* from thinking you, Sir, 

unacquainted with Scripture, or 

defirous of finking the weight of 

ilt's teftimony. % but as the words (£ 
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the hiftoiy, from which you muft 
have derived your obfervadon, vnkl 
not fupport you, in imputing can^ 
Ufs indifference to the contempora- 
ries of Mofes, or fiubbom increduUtj 
to the forefathers of the Jews; I 
know not what can have induced 
you to pafs (o fevere a cenfure up^ , 
on them, except that you look up-» 
on a lapfe into idolatry as a proof 
of infidelity. In anfwer to this, 
I would remark, that with equal 
fbundnels of argument we ought 
to infer, that every one who tranf- 
greffes a religion, difbelieves it; and 
that every individual, who in any 
community incurs civil pains and 
penalties, is a difbelicvcr of the ex* 
iftence of the authority by which 
th^ arc inflicted. The fanflions 

of 
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of the Mofaic law were, in yoo^ 
opinion^ terminated within the nar- 
row limits of this life j in that par^ 
ticular then, they muft have refem- 
bled the fan£tions of all other civil 
Jiaws : iranfgrefs and die is the lan« 
guage of every one of them, as 
well as that of Mofes; and I know 
not what reafon we have to expeft, 
that the Jews, who were animated 
by the fame hopes of temporal re- 
wards, impelled by the fame fears 
of temporal puniflimcnts with the 
reft of mankind, ihould have been 
fo lingular in their condud, as 
never to have iiftened to the cla-^ 
mours of paflfion before the flill 
voice of reafon j as never to have 
preferred a prefent gratification of 
fenfe, in the lewd celebration of 

ido- 
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idolatrous rites, before the rigid 
obfervance of irkfome ceremonies.- 
Before I releafe you from the 
trouble of this letter, I cannot help 
obferving, that I could have wifli- 
cd you had furniQied your reader 
with Limborch's anfwers to the 
obje&ions of the Jew Orobio, con- 
cerning the perpetual obligation 
of the law of Mofes ; you have in- 
deed mentioned Limborch with 
refpeft, in a Ihort note; but though 
you have ftudioufly put into the 
mouths of thejudaifing Chriftians in 
the Apoftolic days, and with great 
ftrength inferted into your text, 
whatever has been faid by Orobio, 
or others againft Chriftianity, from 
the fuppofed perpetuity of the 
Mofaic difpenfation j yet you have 

not 
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not favoured us with any one of tb» 
numerous replies, which have been 
made tp thefe feemingly ftrong 
objeAions. You are pleafed, it 
is true, to fay, " that the induftry 
•' of our learned divines has abun- 
** dantly explained the ambiguous 
" language of the old Teftament, 
^^ and the ambiguous condud of 
" the Apoftolic teachers, '* It re- 
quires) Sir, no learned induilry, to 
explain what is fo obvious and fo 
exprefs, that he who runs may 
read it : The language of the old 
Teftament is this •, Behold^ the days: 
comey faith the Lord^ that I will 
make a new covenant with the houfe 
of Ifraely and with the houfe of Ju^ 
dah\ not according to the covenant 
that 1 made with their fathfrsy in 

the 
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the day that I took thefn hy the hand 
to bring them out of the land of E* 
gypt. This, methinks, is a clear 
and folemn declaration, there is no 
ambiguity at all in it, that the co- 
venant with Mofes was not to be 
perpetual, but was in fome future 
time to give way to a new covenant: 
I will not detain you with an ex* 
fdanation of what Mofes himfelf 
has faid upon this fubjeft; but you 
may try, if you pleafe, whether you 
can apply the following declaration, 
which Mofes made to the Jews, 
tx> any prophet or fuccefiion of 
prophets, with the fame propriety 
that you can to Jefus Chriftj — 
7he Lord thy God will raife up un- 
to thee a Prophet^ from the midft of 
thee^ of thy brethren^ like unto me^ 

unto 
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anfo him JhaU ye heathen. If yoa 
think this ambiguous or obfcure, I 
anfwcr. That it is not a hiftory, but 
a prophecy ; and as fuch unavoid- 
ably liable to fome degree of ob- 
fcurity, till interpreted by the event. 
Nor was the conduft of the Apof- 
tles more ambiguous, than the Ian* 
guage of the old Teftament; they 
did not indeed at firft comprehend 
the whole of the nature" of the new 
difpenfation ; and when they did 
underftand it better, they did not 
think proper upon every occafiori 
to ufe their Chriftian liberty ; but, 
with true Chriftian charity, accom- 
modated themfelves in matters of 
incJifFcrence to the prejudices of 
their weaker brethren. But he who 
changes his condiift with a change 
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of fentiments, proceeding from aa 
increafe of knowledge, is not am- 
biguous in his conduft; nor Ihould 
he be accufed of a culpable dupli- 
city,, who in a matter of the laft 
importance endeavours to conci- 
liate the good-will of all, by con- 
forming in a few innocent ob- 
fervances to the particular perfua* 
(ions of different men. 

One remark more,andIhavedone. 
In your account of die Gnoftics, you 
have given us a very minute cata- 
logue of the objedions, which they 
made to the authority of Mofes, 
from his account of the creation, 
of the patriarchs, of the law, and 
pf the attributes of the Deity: I 
have not leifure to examine, whether 
the Gnoftics of former ages really 

made 
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ihadc all the objeftions you have 
mentioned. I take it for granted, 
upon your authority, that they did: 
but I am certain if they did, that 
the Gnoftics of modern times have 
no realbn to be puflfed up with 
their knowledge, or to be had« in 
:admiration as men of fubtile pene- 
tration or refined erudition; they 
are all miferable copiers of their 
brethren of antiquity; and neither 
Morgan^ nor Tindal, nor Boling- 
broke, nor Voltaire, have been 
able to produce fcarce a fingle new 
objection. You think, that the 
Fathers have not properly anfwer- 
ed the Gnoftics. I make no quef- 
tion. Sir, you are able to anfwcr 
them to your own fatisfaftion; and 
informed of every thing, that has 

C2 been 
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been Cud by our ind$^riom iO^ 
vines upon the fubj<ed: and vner 
fliouid have been glad, if it had 
£Uleo in with your plan to have 
adminiilered together with the poi^ 
fon it's anddots ; but fince that i» 
not the cafe, left it's malignity 
fliocdd ipread too far, I muft jufl^ 
mention it to my younger readers^ 
liiat Leland and others, in their 
replies to the modem Delfts, have 
given very foil, and, as many 
learned men apprehend, very fa-^ 
tisfadory anfwers to every one of 
she dbje£lioRs, which you liave de-^^ 
tived fiom the Onoftic herefy. 

/ 

I am, &c^ 
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LETTER SECOND- 



Sir, 

•«« /TT^ H E doSlrine of a fu- 
^5 I ture life, improved bf 
** •^ every adcfitional cir- 
*^ cumftance, which could give 
? weight and efficacy to that im* 
** portanc truth,** is die fecond of 
the cauies to which you attribute the 
<)ttick incfeafe of Chriftianity. 
Now if we impartially confidcr the 
idrcumftances of the perfons, to 
the doftrine, not fimply of 
c 3 a 
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a future life, but of a future life 
accompanied with punifhments as 
wqll as rewards; not only of the * 
immortality of the foul, but of the 
immortality of the foul accompa* 
nied with that of the refurreftion, 
was delivered ; I cannot be of opi- 
nion that, abftraded from the fu« 
pernatural teftimony by which it 
was enforced, it could have met 
with any very extenfivc reception 
amongft them. 

It was not that kind of fii- 
ture life, which they expeftedi 
it did not hold out to thent 
the puniflimcnls of the infernal 
regions, as aniles fabulas : to the 
queflion, ^idfipoji morttm mane^. 
ant animi? ihey could not anfwer 
with Cicero and the philofophers. 
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1-^ Beatss ejfe concede ; — bccaufe 
there was a great probability, that it 
might be quite otherwife with them. 
I am not to learn, that there 
are pafTages to be picked up in 
the writings of the antients, which 
might be produced as proofs of 
their expecting a future ftate of 
punilhment for the flagitit>us ; but 
this opinion was worn out of credit, 
before the time of our Saviour: 
the whole difputation in the firft 
book of the Tufculan Queftions, 
goes upon the other fuppofition: 
nor was the abfurdity of the doc- 
trine of future puniihments con- 
fined to the writings of the philo- 
fophers, or the circles of the learned 
and polite ; for Cicero, to mention 
no others, makes no fecret of it in 

C4 his 
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I 

his public pleadings before the 
people at large. You youriieif^ 
Sir, have referred to his oration for 
Cluentius; in this oration, you 
may remember, he tmkts great 
mention of a very abandoned feU 
low, who had forged I know not 
how many wills, murdered I know 
not how many wives, and perpe- 
trated a thouland other villainies ;, 
yet even to this prolUgate, by 
name Oppianicus, he is perfuad* 
ed» that death was not the 
occafion of any evil^. Heoce» 
] think, we may conclude, that 

fuch 

* Nam nunc ^uidem quid tandem mali 
lili mors attulit ? niii forte ineptiis ac 
fabalis ducimur, nt exiftimemos apud in- 
feros impiorom fuppliciaperferre; acplii* 
res illic offendiile iniroicos quam hiq 
reliqaiife — qut fi ftUa in% id quod 
omnes intelligunt, &c« 
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£Kh of the Romans, as were not 
wholly infe£ked with the annihila-* 
ting notions of Epicut-us, but 
entertained, (whether from remote 
tradition, or enlightened argumen-^^ 
tation,) hope& (^ a future life, had 
no manner of expectation of fuch 
a life, as included in it the feverity 
of punilhment, denounced in the 
Chriftian fchemeagainft the wicked** 
Nor wa$ it that kind of fu-« 
ture life, which . they wi(hed } 
they would have been glad enou^ 
of an Elyfium, which couM have 
adnfHtted into it: men who had fpent 
this Ufe, in the perpetration of 
ev^y vice, which caa debafe aad 
pollute the human hearc To a^ 
bandon every feducing graitification 
of fenfe, to pluck up every lat^ne 

root 
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root of ambition, to fubdue every 
impulfe of revenge, to diveft 
themfelves of every inveterate habit, 
in which their glory and their 
pleafure confifted ; to do all this 
and more, before they could look 
up to the dodrine of a future life, 
without terror and amazement, 
was not, one would think, an eafy 
undertaking; nor was it likely, that 
many would forfake the religious 
inftitutions of their anceftors, fee 
at nought the gods, under whofe 
aufpices the Capitol had been 
founded, and Rome made miftrefs 
of the world, and fuffer them- 
felves to be perfuaded into the 
belief of a tenet, the very mention 
of which made Felix tremble, by 
any thing lefs than a full convic- 
- - tion 
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lion x>f the fupernatural authority 
of thofe who taught it. 

The feveral fchools of Gentile 
philofophy had difcufled, with no 
fmall fubtlety, every argument," 
which reafon could fuggeft, for and 
againft the immortality of the foul j 
and thofe uncertain glimmerings of 
the light of nature, would have pre- 
pared the minds of the karned for 
the reception of the full illuftration 
of this fubjeft by the gofpel, had 
not the refurredlion been a part 
of the doftrine therein advanced. 
But that this corporal frame, which 
is hourly mouldering away, and 
refolved at laft into the undiftin- 
guiflied mafs of elements, from 
which it was at firft derived, (hould' 
ever be clofhed with immortality^ 
- that 
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that this corruptible Jhmli ever 
put on incorruptioHy is a truth fo 
far removed from the appreheniioa 
of philofophkal refearcb, (b dif« 
fonant from the common concept 
4oas of mankind, that amongft 
all ranks and perlualions of men 
it was efteemed an impoffible thing. 
At Athens the phik)fopbers had 
liftened with patience to St. Paul^ 
whilft they conceived him but a 
fitter forth of ftrange gods\ but 
as fbon as they, comprehended, that 
by the motfo^^u he meant the 
refurrecStion, they turned from him 
with contempt. It was principally 
the infifting upon the fame topic, 
which made Feftus think, thai 
fmch learning had made him mad: 
and the queltions, how are the 

dead 
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iead raifed up? and, with whaf 
tody do thtf comet fcem, by 
Paul's folicitude to anfwer them 
trith fuHnefe and predfion, to have 
been not unfrequcndy propoied W 
hitn, by thbfe who were ckfifX)uy 
of becoming Qiriftians. 

The doftrifie of a future life then'y 
as p^mulged in the golpel, being 
neither agreeable to the expe6bi- 
tions, nor correfponding with the 
wilhes, nor conformable to the 
rcafon of the Gentiles, I caa dif- 
cover no motive, (fetting afide the 
true one, the divine power of it'^ 
firft preachers) which could in- 
duce them to receive it; and icv 
confequence of their belief, to 
con£3rm their loofe morals to the 
rigid ftandard of gofpel purity, 

upoi> 
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ypon the mere authority of a few 
contemptible filhermen of Judea* 
And even you yourfelf. Sir, feem 
to have changed your opinion, con-* 
cerning the efficacy of the expedlati- 
on of a future life in converting 
the Heathens, when you obferve in 
the following chapter, that *'the 
** Pagan multitude referving their 
**gratiti}de for temporal benefits 
** alone, rejedted the ineftimable 
«* prefent of life and immortality, 
** which was offered to mankind by 
*' Jefus of Nazareth/* ^ 

Montefquied is of opinion, th^t it 
will ever be impoffible for Chrif- 
tianity to cflabUfli itfelf in China 
and the eaft, from this circum- 
ftance, that it prohibits a plurality 
of wives : how then could it have 

been 
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been poflible for it to have pervaded 
the voluptuous Capitol, and tra» 
verfed the utmoft limits of the 
empire of Rome, by the feeble 
efforts of human induftry, or hu- 
man knavery ? 

But the Gentiles, you are of 
opinion, were converted by their 
fears ; and reckon the dodrines of 
Chrift's fpeedy appearance, of the 
millennium, and of the general 
conflagration, amongft thofe ad** 
ditional circumftances, which 
gave weight to that concerning 
a future ftate. Before I proceed to 
the examination of the efficiency of 
thefe feveral circumftances, in 
alarming the apprehenfions of the 
Gentiles, what if I (hould grant 
your polition ? flill the main quef- 

tioa 
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tion recurs. From what fouroe did 
they derive the fears, which convert- 
ed them? Not furely from the 
mere human labours of men, who 
were every where fpoken againft, 
made a fpe£bicle of, and confidered 
as the filth of the world, and the 
oflfscouring of all things — not 
liirely from the human powers of 
him, who profefled himfelf rude in 
fpeech^ in bodily prefence contempt- 
ible^ and a defplfer of the excetten^ 
of fpeechj and the enticing words of 
nun's wifdom. No, fuch wretched 
inftruments were but ill fitted, to 
infpire the haughty, and the learned 
Romans, with any other paffioni 
than thole of pity, or contempt. 
Now, Sir, if you pleafe, we will 
confider that univer^ ezpeftatioti 

of 
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of the approaching end of the 
world, which, you think, had fuch 
great influence in converting the 
Pagans to the profeflion of Chri- 
ftianity. The near approach,you fay, 
of this wonderful event had been 
predicted by the Apoftles, *' though 
** the revolution of feventeen cen- 
*^ turies has inftruded us, not to 
prefs too clofely the myfterious 
language of prophecy and reve- 
*'lation.'* That this opinion, even 
in the times of the Apoftles, had 
made it's way into the Chriftian 
church, I readily admit; but that 
the Apoftles ever, either predidlcd 
this event to others, or cherilhed 
the expedlation of it in themfelves, 
does not feem probable to me. 
As this is a point of fome difficulty 

D and 
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and importance, you will fuffer me 
to explain it at fome length. 

It mud be owned, that there are 
federal paiTages in the writings of 
the Apoftles, which, at the firft 
view, feem to countenance the 
opinion you have adopted. Now^ 
fays St. Paul, in his epiftle to the 
Romans, it is high time to awake 
out ofjleepi for now is our fahation 
nearer than when we believed: the 
night isfar fpenty the day is at hand. 
And in his firft epiftle to the 
Theffalonians, he comforts fuch 
of them as were forrowiitg for the 
lofs of their friends, by affuring 
them, that they were not loft for 
ever ; but that the Lord when he 
came, would bring them with him; 
and that they would not, in the 

par- 
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participation of any bleflings, be 
in any wife behind thofe, who 
(hould happen then to be alive; we^ 
fays he, (the Cbriftian^ of what- 
ever age or country, agreeable to 
a frequent ufe of the pronoun we) 
which are ative^ and remain unio the 
ciming of the Lordy /hall not prevent 
them which are ajkep ; for .the Lord 
himfelf jhall defcend from heaven 
with afhout, with the voice of the 
archangel^ and with the trump of 
God J and the dead in Chrift fhall rife 
firft : then J we which are alive and 
remain^ fhall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds^ to meet the 
Lord. In his cpiftle to the Phi- 
lippians, he exhorts his Chriftian 
brethren, not to difquiet themfelves 
with carking cares about their tern- 
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poral concerns^ from this powerful 
confideration, that the Lord was at 
hand^ let your moderation be known 
unto all men-y the Lcrd is at 

hand\ be careful about nothing. The 
apoftle to the Hebrews, inculcates 
tlie fame doctrine, admonifhing 
bis converts to provoke one ano^ 
ther to lovej and to good worksi 
and fo much the more^ as they 
faw the day approaching. The 
age in which the Apoftles lived, 
is frequently called by them the 
end of the world, the lall days, 
the laft hour. I think it unnecef- 
fary. Sir, to trouble you with an 
explication of thefe and other fimi- 
lar texts of fcripture, which are 
ufually adduced in fupport of your 
opinion; fmce I hope to be able 

to 
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€0 give you a dire£t proof, that the 
Apoftles neither comforted them- 
felves, nor encouraged others with 
the delightful hope of feeing their 
mailer coming again into the world. 
It is evident then, that St. John^ 
who furvi ved all the other Apoftles, 
could not have had any fuch ex- 
pedation; fince in the Book of 
the Revelation, the future events 
of theChriftian church, which were 
not to take place, many of them, 
till a long feries of years after his 
death, and Ibme of which have not 
yet been accompliflied, are there 
minutely defcribed. St. Peter, in 
like manner, ftrongly intimates, 
that the day of the Lord might 
be faid to be at hand, though it was 
at the diftance of a thoufand yegrs 
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or more-, for in replying to the 
taunt of thofe who did then, or 
fhould in future alk, Where is the 
promife of his coming ? he fays. Be- 
lovedy be not ignorant of this one 
things that one day is with the Lord 
as a thoufand years^ and a thoufand 
years as one day : the Lord is notjlack 
concerning his promife, as fome men 
count flacknefs. And he fpeaks of 
putting off his tabernacle, as the 
Lord had Ihewed him; and of his 
endeavour, that the Chriftians after 
his deceafe, might be able to have 
thefe things in remembrance: fo 
that it is pad a doubt, he could 
^not be of opinion, that the 
Lord would come in his time. 
As to St. Paul, upon a partial 
view of whofe writings the doftrine 

% con- 
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concerning the fpeedy coming of 
Chrifl: is principally founded-, it 
is manifeft, that he was confcious 
he ihould not live to fee it, not* 
withftanding the expreflion before 
mentioned, we which are alive i 
for he foretels his own death in 
cxprefs terms — the time of mj 
departure is at hand\ and he fpeaks 
of his reward, not as immediately 
to be conferred on him; but as 
}aid up, and referved for him till 
fome future day — / have fought 
a good fight ^ I have finifhed my €ourfe\ 
henceforth there is laid up for me a 
<rown of right eoufnefsy which the 
Lordy the righteous judge^ fhallgive 
me at that day. There is moreover 
one pafTage in his writings, which 
is fo exprefs, and full to the pur- 
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pole, that it will put the matter, 
I think, beyond all doubt; it occurs 
in his fecond Epiftle to the I'hef- 
falonians : They, it feems, had 
either by mifinterpreting fome 
parts of his former letter to them, 
or by the preaching of ibme, who 
had not the fpirit of truth; by fome 
means or other, they had been led 
to expeA the fpeedy coming of 
Chrift, and been greatly difturbed 
in mind upon that account: To 
remove this error, he writes to 
them in the following very iblemn 
and affeftionate manner; Webejetch 
yoUi brethren^ by the coming of our 
Lordjefus Chrift ^ and by our go- 
thering together unto hiwy that ye 
be not foon flidken in mind^ or be 
troubled^ neither by fpirit^ nor by 

word 
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word^ nor hy lelier as from uSj as 
that the day of the Lord is at handi 
let no man deceive you by am^ means. 
He then goes on to defcnbe a fall- 
ing away, a great corruption of 
the Chriftian church, which was 
to happen before the day of the 
Lord: now by this revelation of 
the man of fin, this myftery of 
of iniquity, wMch is to be con- 
fumed with the fpirit of his mouth, 
deftroyed with the brightnefs of 
his coming, we have every reafbn 
to believe, is to be underflood the 
pad and prefent abominations of 
the church of Rome. How then 
can it be faid of Paul, whaclearly 
forefaw this corruption above fe- 
venteen hundred years ago, that 
he expected the coming of the 

Lord 
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txprefsly^ that in the latter time^^ 

fome Jhall apoftatize from the faith*, 

giving heed to erroneous fpirits^ and 

doSirines concerning demons^ through 

•the hypocrify of liars; having their 

confcience feared with a red hot iron\ 

forbidding to marry ^ and command-* 

ing to abftain from meats. — Here 

you have an cxprcfs prophecy — 

the Spirit hath fpoken it — that in 

the latter times — not immediately, 

but at fome diftant period — fome 

ihould apoftatize from the f akh — 

fome, who had been Chriftians, 

fhould in truth be fo no longer — 

but fhould give heed to erroneous 

fpifits, and doftrines concerning 

demons : — Pfefs this exprcffion 

clofely, and you may, perhaps, 

difcover in it the erroneous tenets, 

and 
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and the demon, or faint worfliip 
of the church of Romej — through 
the hypocrify of liars : — you re- 
recognize, no doubt, the prieft- 
hood, and the martyrolog^fts ^ — 
havmg their confcience (eared with 
a red hot iron : — callous, indeed, 
muft his confcience be, who traf- 
ficks in indulgences ; — forbidding 
to marry, and commanding to ab« 
ftain from meats : — this language 
needs no prefling y it difcovers, at 
once, the unhappy votaries of mo- 
naftic life, and the mortal fin of 
eating flefh on faft days. 

If, notwithftanding what has 
been faid, you fhould dill be of 
opinion, that the Apoftles ex- 
pefted Chrifl would come in their 
time 'j it will not follow, that this 

their 
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their error ought in any wife to 
diminifh their authority as preach- 
ers of the gofpel. I am fenfible, 
this pofition may alarm even fome 
well-wi(hers to ChrKHanity^ and 
fupply it's enemies with, what they 
will think, an irrefragable argu- 
ment : the Apoftles, they will lay, 
were infpired with the fpirit of 
truth; and yet they fell into a grofs 
miftake, concerning a matter of 
great importance; how is this to 
be reconciled ? Perhaps, in the fol- 
lowing manner: When the time of 
our Saviour's miniftry was nearly 
at an end, he thought proper to 
raife the fpirits of his difciples, who 
were quite caft down with what he 
had told them about his deGgn of 
leaving them j by promxfing, that 

he 
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he would fend to th^m the holjr 
Ghoft, the Comforter, the Spirit 
of truth V who (hould teach them 
all things, and lead them into all 
truth. And we know, that this 
his promife was accompli(hed on 
the day of Pentecoft, when they 
were all filled with the holy Ghoft$ 
and we know farther, that from 
that time forward, they were en« 
abled to fpeak with tongues, to 
work miracles, to preach the word 
with power, and to comprehend 
the myftery of the new difpenfa- 
tion, which was committed unto 
them. But we have no reafbn 
from hence to conclude, that they 
^ere immediately infpired with 
the apprehenfion of whatever might 
ht known 5 that . they became ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with all kinds of truth s 
they were undoubtedly led into 
fuch truths, as it was neceflary for 
them to know, in order to theif 
Converting the world to Chriftian- 
ity 5 but in other things, they were 
probably left ta' the exercifc of 
their underftandings, as other n^tn 
ufually are. But furely they might 
be proper witneffcs of the life and 
refurreclion of Chrift, though they 
were not acquainted with every 
thing, which might have been 
known; though in particular, they 
were ignorant of the precife time, 
when our Lord woitld come to 
judge the world. It can be no 
impeachment, either of their inte- 
grity as men, or their ability as 
hiftorians, or their honefty as 

preach- 
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preachers of the gpfpel, that they 
were unacquainted with what had 
never been revealed to them ; that 
they followed their own under- 
(landings, where they had no better 
light to guide them ; fpeaking from 
conjedure, when they could not 
fpeak from certainty; of themfelves, 
when they had no commandment 
of the Lord. They knew but in 
part, and they, prophefied but in 
part; and concerning this particu- 
lar point, Jefus himfelf had told 
them, jufl: as he was about finally 
to leave them, that it was not for 
them to knew the times and the 
feafonsj which the Father had put 
in his own power. Nor is it to be 
wondered at, that the Apoftles 
were left in a ftatc of uncertainty, 

x:on- 
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concerning the time in which Ghrift 
fliould appear^ fince Beings, far 
more exalted and more highly fa^ 
voured of heaven than they, were 
under an equal degree of ignorance; 
Of that ^jr, fays our Saviour, and 
of that hour J knoweth no one*, na^ 
not the angels which are in heaven^ 
neither the Scn^ but the Fath^ onfy^ 
I an> afraid. Sir, I have tired you 
with fcriptore quotations; but if I 
have been fortunate enough to con* 
vince you, either that the fpeedy 
coming of Chrift was never ex« 
peded, much kfs freiiilei^ by the 
Apodles ; or that tl^ir miftake in 
that particular expe&ation, can in 
no degree diminifh the general 
weight of their tefthnony as hifta- 
rians, I ihall not be forry for the 

E ennui 
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eMfmi I may have occaConed you* 

The doftrine of the MiUenniuiD, 
IS the lecond of the circumftances 
which you produce, as giving 
weight to that of a future ftate; 
and you leprefent diis dodrine as 
having been ** carefully inculcated 
*' by a fucceflion of the fathers, 
" from Julfin Martyr and Irenae* 
<« us down to Ladantius ;*' and 
oblcrve, that when " the edifice of 
•* the church was almoft completed, 
**' the temporary fupport was laid 
-** aCde •,*' and in the notes, you re* 
fer us, as a proof of what you ad- 
vance, to *' ireriasus, the difciple of 
^^ Papias, who had feen the Apoftle 
** St John,*" and to the fecond Dia* 
logue of Juftin with Trypho. 
I wilh) Sir, you had turned to 
c Eu- 
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Euieblus, for the charader of this 
Papias, who had feen the Apoftle 
St. John ; you would there have 
found him reprefented as litde bet- 
ter than a credulous old woman ; 
very averfe from readings but 
mightily given to picking up fto? 
lies and traditions next to fabulous v 
amongll: which Eufebius reckons 
this, of the Millennium one. Nor 
is it, \ apprehend, quite certain, 
that Papias ever faw, much lefs 
diicourfed, as ieems to be iiifinu- 
ated, with the Apoftle St. John. 
Eufebius thinks rather, that it wa^ 
John the prefbyter he had feen, 
But what if he had feen the Apoftle 
^himfelf? many a weak-headed man 
had undoubtedly feen him, as wellr 
Papias; and it would be har^ 

E 2 indeed 



indeed upon Chrifttans^ if they 
were compelled to receive as zpo^ 
ftolical traditions, the wild reveries 
of ancient enthufiafm, or fuch crude 
conceptions of ignorant fanaticifm, 
as nothing but the rufl: of antiqui- 
ty can render venerable. 

As to the works of Juftin, the 
very Dialogue you refer to con- 
tains a proof, that the doftrine of 
the Millennium had not, even in 
his time, the univerfal reception 
you have ftippofed ; but that many 
Chriftians of pure and j^ous prin^ 
ciples itijefted it. I wonder, how 
this paflSige efoaped you; but it 
may be, that you followed Tillot- 
fon, who himfelf followed Mede, 
and read in the original v, inftead 
of ftu I and thus unwarily violated 

the 



[ «9 ] 

the idiom of the langu^e,^ th^ 
fenfe of the context, and the autho- 
rity of the beft editions.* In the 
note you obferve, that it is unne- 
ceflary fpr you to mention all the 
intermediate fathers between Ju* 

E 3 ftin 

^ ^ Jtiftin, In anfwering the queftioa 

propof^^d by Trypho, Whether the Chri- 
(lians believed tne doftrine of the Mil. 
lenniuniy fays, StfAohoyno'a w 0-01 «ai «r^o- 
^f^off, on tya fMt xen etXXoi voXAot Tav70 
f poirif^iir, w( x«» vavruf ivif «o^f, raro yt» 
■9iI0>ofAiyoy. ^o^^tff 1* a» ««» TAW riK KA9A* 
PAZ KAI £YS]&90YX'qit*^» Xitnottm ENH- 
MHS TtfTOfb)} yytf^i^iiFf lO'V/xaiA 0'ot. The 

note fubjomed to this paflage out of Ju* 
[Hin, in Thirlby's Ed. an. 1722. is, 

tIoXX8( S* av Stat rofv rm ftet!^a^ai\ Medus 

(quern &quitur Tillotfonus, Reg. Ftdd 
per. iii, f^. 9. p, yc6. & feq.) legit t*h» 
tf T9}; xa^ec^a;, Vehementer errant viri 
praecUri. 

, And in Jcbb'^ Edit. an. 17 19. we hav^ 
the following note: Dodb-ina itaque de 
Millennio, neqne eratuniyerfalis eccleflv 
Iro^itioy nee opinio de fide recepta, &c. 
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Ilin and Laflantius, as the h&i 
you fay, is noc difputed. In a 
man, who has read fo many books, 
and to (b good a purpofe, he mufl; 
be captious indeed, who cannot 
excufe fmall miftakes: that unpre- 
judiced regard to truth, however, 
which is the great chara£teriftic of 
every diftinguifhed hiftorian, will, 

I am perfuaded, malce you thank 
me for recalling to your memory, 
that Origen, the moft learned of 
all the fathers, and Dionyfius, bi- 
ihop of Alexandria, ufually for his 
immenfc erudition furnamed the 
Great, were both of them prior to 
Ladaiitius, and both of them im- 
pugners of the Millennium do- 
ctrine. Look, Sir, into Molheim, 
or almoft any writer of ccclcfiafti- 

cal 



cal hiftory; and you will find the 
oppofidon of Origen and Piony* 
fius to this fyftem, pardcularly 
(loticed : look into (o common an 
author as ; Whitby; and in his 
learned treatife upon this fubjedt, 
you will find he has well proved 
thefe; two propoijdons ; firft^ that 
this opinion of the Millennium wa& 
never generally received in the 
churdi of Qhrift: fecondly» that 
there is no jufl. ground to think 
it was derived from the ApofUes. 
From hence, I think, we may 
conclude, that this Millennium 
dodtrinci (which, by the bye, 
though it be new modelled, is not 
yet thrown afide) could not have 
been any very ferviceable fcaflfold, 

E4 in 



C 72 1 

in the ereftton of that mighty edi« 
fice, which has crufiied by the 
weight of it's materials, and debaied 
by the elegance of it's ftruAure, 
the ftatelieft temples of heathen 
fuperjftition. With thefe remarks, 
I take leave of the Millennium; 
juft obierving, that your third 
circumftance, the general confla- 
gration, feems to be effe&ually in- 
duded in your firft, the fpoedy 
coming of Chrift. 



I amy Sir^ 



LET- 
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LETTER THIRD. 



Sir, . 

YO U eftcem " the miraculous 
*• powers afcribed to the 
** primitive church/' as the 
third of the fecondary caufes of the 
rapid growth of Chriftianity ; I 
ihould be willing to account the 
miracles, not merely afcribed to 
the primitive church, but really 
^rformed by the Apoftles, as the 
one great primary cauie of the 
converfion of the Gentiles^ But 

waving 
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waving this confideration, let us fee 
wiiecher the miraculous powers, 
which you afcribe to the primitive 
church, were in any eminent degree 
calculated to fpread the belief of 
Ghfiftianiry amongfl: a great, and 
an enlightened people. 

They confided, you tell us, "of 
•* divine infpirations, conveyed 
" fometimes in the form of a fleep- 
^* ing, fometimes of a waking vifi- 

*• on ; and were liberally beftowed 
"on all ranks of the faithful, 
" on women as on elders, on boys 
«f as well as upon Bifliops." " The 
" defign of thefe vifipns, you fay, 
^* was for the moft part either to 
•' difclofe.the future hiftory, or to 
" guide the prefent adminiftration 
" of the church/' ",You fpeak of 

" the 
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^^the expuIHon of Demons as lui 
ordinary triumph of religion^ 
ufually performed in a public 
manner; and when the patienc 
•* was relieved by the (kill or the 
power of the Exorcift, the van- 
quifhed Demon was heard ta 
^* confefs, that he was one of the 
'* fabled gods of antiquity, who 
^^ had impioofly ufurped the ado- 
♦* ration of mankind-/' and you 

reprcfent even the miracle of the 
refurredion of the dead, as fre- 
quently performed on neceffarjr 
occaGons. — Caft your eye. Sir, 
upon the church of Rome, and 
alk yourfelf, (I put the queftion 
to your heart, and beg you will 
confult that for an' anfwer; afk 
yourfelf,) whether her abfurd pre- 

tenfions 
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cenlions to that very kind of mira- 
culous powers, you have here 
tf ifpby ed as operating to the increafe 
of Chriftiaoity, have not converted 
half her numbers to Proteftantifm, 
and the other half to Infidelity? 
Neither the fvvprd of the civil 
magiftrace, nor the pc^eflion of the 
keys of heaven, nor the terrors of 
her fpiritual thunder, have been 
able to keep within her Pale, even 
thoTe who have been bred up in 
her faith J how then ikould you 
think, that the very caufe, which 
bath almoft extinguilhed Chriftia^ 
nity amongft Chriftians, fbould 
have eftabUibed it amongfl: Pagans f 
I beg, I may not be mifunderfiood ^ 
i do not take upon me to &yt 
that all th^ miracles record^id in ihe 

hiftory 
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hiftory oi the primitive chmch 
^er the apoftoUcal age, were f<n"* 
geries ; it is foreign to the preferit 
purpofe to deliver any opinion upoa 
that fubjefb ; but I do beg leave to 
infift upon this, that fuch of them 
as were forgeries, muft in that 
learned age, by their eafy dei^dion, 
have rather impeded, than accdei 
rated the progrefs of Chriftianity t 
and it appears very probable to me^ 
that nothing but the recent pre- 
vailing evidence, of real, unquc- 
fiioned, apodolical miracles, could 
have fecured the infant churck 
from being deftroyed by tholi^ 
which were falfely alcribed to it. 

It is not every man, who can nicely 
feparate the corruptions of religion 
from religion itfelfj norjuftly appor- 

tioa 



r 78 ] 

tion the degrees (^credit due to the 
^iverfkies of evidence ; and tbofe^ 
who have ability for the .tafk» are 
mfually ready enough to emancipate 
thcmfclves from gofpel reftrjaints, 
(which thwart the propcnfitics of 
ifeofe, check the ebulKtipns of paf- 
jbn^ and combat the prejudices 
of the world at every turn J by 
Heading it^s native fimpUcity with 
ihc fuperftitions, which havebeea 
4fcrivcd from it. No argument fo 
well foited to the indolence or the 
SoHnorality of mankind, as that 
f riefts of all ages and religions are 
lllic feme ; we fee the pretenfionsof 
«fcc Romifh priefthood to miracu- 
lous powers, and we know them 
no be falfc •, we are confcious, diat 
tftey at leafl: ipuft facrifice their' 

inte- 
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integrity to their intereft, or their 
ambition; and being perfuaded, 
that there is a great famenei^ ia 
the paflions of mankind, and in 
their incentives to adion^ and 
knowing, that the hiftory of pad: 
ages is abundandy ftored mth 
fimilar claims to fupernatural au- 
thority, we traverfe back in imagi- 
nation the mod diftant regions o£ 
antiquity ; and finding, from a 
fuperficial view, nothing to di&ri- 
minate one fet of men^ or one 
period of time from another; we 
haftily conclude, that all revealed 
religion is a cheat, and that the 
miracles attributed to the Apoftles 
themfclves, are fupported by no 
better teftimony, nor more worthy 
-our attention, than the prodigies 

of 
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of Pagan ftory, or the lym^ 
wonders of papal artifice. I have 
no intention in this place, to cw- 
large upon the many circumftances^^ 
by which a candid inquirer after 
truth might be enabled to di(lin<- 
guilh a pointed difference between 
the miracles of Chrift and hh 
Apoftles, and the tricks of antient 
or modern fuperftition. One ob- 
feivation I would juft fugged to 
yoo upon the fubjeft ; the miracle^ 
recorded in the dd and new Tefta- 
iiient, are fo intimately united wit)i 
the narration of common events, 
and the ordinary tranfa£kions of 
life, that^you cannot, as in pro^ 
fane hiftory, feparatc the one 
fjfcwn the other. My meaning will 
be illuftratcd by an inftancci Ta- 
citus 
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citus and Suetonius hare hinded 
down to us an account of many 
great aftions performed by Vef- 
pafian; amongft the reft, they 
inform us of his having wrought 
fome miracles, of his having cured 
a lame man, and reltored (ight 
to one that was blind. But what 
they tell us of thefe miracles, is fo 
unconneiSed with every thing that 
goes before and after, that you 
may rejedt the relation of them 
without injuring, in any degree, 
the confiftency of the narration of 
the other circumftances of his life : 
On the oiher hand, if you rcjeft 
the relation of the miracles faid to 
have been performed by Jcfos 
Chrift, you muft neceflarily rcjeft- 
the account of his whole life, and 
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ot feveral traniadionsy concerniog 
which we , have, the undoubted 
teftimony of other- writers ;.beiide3 
the. £vaogeli(t:s« Bu( if this argu- 
jmeoc (hpuld do( ilrike you, perbap9 
{he following obfervatioa may 
fend tQ remove a little of, the pre* 
judice^ ufually conceived againfl; 
gpipel n>ifacles, by men of lively 
ij^agin^onsy from the grpfs fort 
^ries attributed to. the fir ft ages 
Qf the church. 

The. pha^nomcna h£ phy licks 
are fometimes happily illuftrated 
byjtn HypotheQs; and the moft 
recondite truths of Mathematical 
fciepce not unfrequently inveftigat- 
ed, from an abfurd pofition ; what 
if we (hould try the ,fatne methpci 
of argping in the. cafe before us. 

Let 



C H ] 

US fuppbfe then, that a new 
revelation was to be promulged to 
mankind, and that twelve unlearn- 
ed and unfriended men, inhabitants 
of any country mod: odious and 
defpicable in the eyes of Europe, 
fhould by the power of God be 
endowed with the faculty of fpcdk-^ 
ing langu^es they had never learn- 
ed, and performing works furpafling 
all human ability ; and that being 
ftrongly iniprefied with a particu- 
lar truth, trhich they were com- 
miflioned to promulgate, they 
ihbuld travel, not only through the 
barbarous regions of Africa, but 
through all the learned and polHhed 
ftatcs of Europe y preaching every 
where with unremitted ieduKty a 
new religion, working ftupendous 

F 2 miracles 
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tnirades in attdtation of their 
million, and communicating to 
their firft converts (as a feal of their 
converlion) a yariety of fpiritual 
gifts; does it appear probable tQ 
you, that after the death of thefe 
men, and probably after the deaths 
of moft of their immediate fuccef- 
fors, who had been zealoufly at- 
tached to the faith they had feen ib 
fniraculoufly confirmed, that none 
would <ever attempt to impofe upon 
the credulous or the ignorant, by a 
fiditious claim to fupernatural 
powers ? would none of them afpire 
to the gift of tongues? would none 
of them miftake phrenfy for illu- 
(nination, and the delufions of a 
heated brain for the impulfes of 
tlie fpirit? \you1d none undertake 
i to 
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to cure inveterate diforders, to 
expel Demons, or to raife the dea4^ 
As far as I can apprehend, we 
ought, from fuch a pofitiOn, to 
deduce, by every rule of probable 
reafoning, the precife conclufion, 
which was in fad verified in the 
cafe of the Apoftles ; every fpecies 
of miracles, which heaven had 
enabled the firft preachers to per- 
form, would be counterfeited, either 
from mifguided zeal, or interefted 
cunning-, either through the imbe« 
cility, t)r the iniquity of mankind ; 
and we might juft as reafonably 
conclude, that there never was any 
piety, charity, or chaftity in the 
World, from fedng fuch plenty of 
pretenders to thefe virtues, as chat 
there never were any real miracles 

F 3 per*- 
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performed, from confidering the 
great ftore of.thofe, which have 
been forged. 

But, I know not how it ha9 
happened, there are many in the 
prefent age (I am far from includ* 
ing you. Sir, in the number) whofe 
prejudices againft all miraculous 
events have arifen to that height, 
that it appears to them utterly 
impoflible for any human tefti- 
mony, however great, to eftablifh 
their credibility. I beg pardon 
for Ailing their reaibning,. prejudice; 
I have no defign to ^ve pflfence 
by that word-, they may, with 
equal right, throw the fame impu- 
tation qpon mine ; and I think it 
juft as illiberal in Divines, to attri- 
bute the fcepticifm of eyery Deifl: 

to 
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to wilful infidelity ; as it is in the 
Delfts, to refer the faith of every 
Divine to profellional bials. I have 
not had fo little intercourfe with 
mankind, nor (hunned fo much 
the delightful freedom of fecial 
converfe, as to be ignorant, that 
there are many men of upright 
morals and good underftandings, 
to whom, as you exprefs it, "a 
*' latent and even involuntary fccp- 
** ticifm adheres j" and who would 
be glad to be perfuaded to be 
Chriftians : and how fevere foever 
fome men may be in their judge- 
ments concerning one another ^ yet 
we Chriftians at leaft, hope, and 
believe, that the great Judge of all 
will make allowance for ^^ pur ha- 
bits of ftudy and reflexion," for 

F 4 various 
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various circumftances, the efHcaey 
of which in gi>nng a particular 
bent to the underftandings of men» 
we can neither comprehend, nor 
eftiqiate. For the fake of fuch 
men, if fuch Ihould ever be induced 
to throw an hour away in the peru- 
fal of thefe letters, fuffer me to 
ilep for a moment out of my way, 
whilft I hazard an obiervatioa or 
two upon the fubje£t. 

Knowledge is rightly divided by 
Mr. Locke into intuitive, fenfitive, 
and demonftrative ; it is clear, that 
a paft miracle can neither be the 
otged of fenfe, nor of intuition, 
Xiot confequently of demonflxation ; 
we cannot then, philofophically 
fpeaking, be laid to know, that a 
miracle has ever been perfcM'med 
But in all the great concerns qf 

life. 
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life, we are influeiiced by probabi- 
lity, rather than knowledge: and 
of probability, the fame great au- 
thor eftablifhes two foundations ( 
a conformity to our own experience, 
and the teftimony of others. Now 
it is contended, that by the oppo* 
(ition of thefe two principles, pro- 
bability is deftroyed ; or, in other 
teems, that human teftimony can 
never influence the mind to aflent 
to a propofition repugnant to unii- 
form experience. — Whofe expe^ 
rience do you mean ? you will not 
fey, your own •, for the experience 
of an individual reaches but a little 
way ; and no doubt, you daily af^ 
fent to a thoufand truths in poli- 
ticks, in phyficks, and in the bufi- 
nQ& of common life, which you 

have 
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have never fecn verified by expe- 
rience.— You will not produce the 
experience of youj friends *, for that 
can e;ctend itfelf hue a little way, 
beyond your own. — But by uni- 
form experience, I conceive, you 
are defirous of underftanding the 
experience of all ages and nations 
fince the foundation of the world, 
I anfwer, firft; how is it, that you 
become acquainted with the expe* 
rienceofallagesandnadons? You 
will rcplyj from hiftory,— Be it fo : 
~ perufe theh^ by far the moil an* 
tient records of antiquity; and if 
you find no icnention of miracles in 
them, I give up the point. Yes;-^ 
but every thing related therein re* 
ipecling miracles, is to be recljion- 
od fabulous. — Why? -^ Bccaufe 

mi^ 
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miracles contradift the experienee 
of all ages and nations. Do yoil 
not perceive, Sir, that you beg the 
very queftionin debate? for we 
affirm, that the great and learned 
nation of Egypt, that the Heathen 
inhabiting the land of Canaan, that 
the numeK>us people of the Jews, 
and the nations, which, for ages, 
furrounded them, have all had 
great experience of miracles. You 
cannot otherways obviate this con-* 
clufion, than by queftioning the 
authenticity of that book; con- 
cerning which, Newton, when he 
was writing his Commentary (m 
Daniel, exprefled himfelf to the 
perfon,* from whom I had the 

anec-* 

• Dr. Smith, late Maflci^ of Trinity 
College. 
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anecdote, fand which deferves not 
to be loft; ^* 1 find more fure 
marks of authenticity in the Bible, 
than in any ptofane hiftory what- 
foever." 

However, I mean not to prefs you 
with the argument ad verecundiam\ 
it is needlefs to folicit your mo-» 
defty, when it may be poflible, 
perhaps, to make an imprefllon 
upon your judgment: I anfwer 
therefore^ in the fecond place, that 
the admiflion of the principle, by 
which you rejeft miracles, will lead 
us into abfurdity. The laws of 
gravitation, are the moft obvious 
of all the laws of nature; every 
perfon in every part of the globe, 
muft of necefGty have had expe* 
riencp of them : There was a time, 
'""' "■ /when 
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when no one was acquainted with 
the laws of magnetifm -, ihefe fu- 
fpend in many inftances the laws 
of gravity; nor can I fee, upon 
the principle in queftion, how the 
reft of mankind could have credit- 
ed the teftimony of their firft dif- 
coverer j and yet to have rejected 
it, would have been to rejeft die 
truth. But that a piece of iron 
{houtd aicend gradually from the 
earth, and fly at laft with an in- 
creafing rapidity through the air; 
and attaching itfelf to another piece 
of iron, or to a particular fpecies of 
iron ore, fhould remain fufpended 
in oppofition to the adion of it's 
gravity, is confbnant to the laws of 
nature. — I grant it; but there 
was a time, when it was contrary, 
I 



I 
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I fay not to the laws of nature, 
but to the uniform experience of 
all preceding ages and countries; 
and at that particular point of time, 
the teftimony of an individual, or 
of a dozen individuals, who (hould 
have reported tbemfelves eye wit- 
sieffes of fuch a fad, ought, ac-> 
cording to your argumentati<xi^ to 
haire been received as fabulous. 
And what are thofe laws of nature*^ 
which, you think, can never be 
fufpendcd? arc they not different 
to different men, according to the 
diverfities of their comprehenfion 
and knowledge ? and if any one of 
tbem, (that, for inftance, which 
rules the operations of magnetifm 
or eleffcricity,) fhould have been 
known to you or. to me. alone^ 

wbilft 
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viOiUft all the reft of the world 
were uoacquainted with it ; the 
tffcQs pf it would ha.ye been 
new, and upheard of ia the an-* 
nals, and contrary to the cxper 
rience of mankind % and there'* 
fore ought not». in your opinion, to 
have been believed. Nor do I 
underftand, what difference, as to 
credibility, there could be, between 
the effciSts of fuch an unknown law 
of nature and a miracle^ for it is t 
matter of no moment, in that view» 
whether the fufpeniion of the known 
laws of nature be effefbed, that is, 
whether a miracle be performed, by 
the mediation of other laws that 
are unknown, or by the miniftry of 
a perfon divinely commilfioned; 
frnce it is impofliblq for us to be 

ccr-i 
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certain, that it is contradiAoiy to 
the confticudon of the univerics 
that the laws of nature, which 
appear to us g^eral, (hould not 
be fufpended, and their action 
overruled by others, ftill more ge* 
neral, though lefs known ; that it, 
that miracles ihould not be per- 
formed before fuch a Being as 
Man, at thofe times, in thofib 
places, and under thofe circum- 
dances, which God, in his univeri> 
hi proiridence, had preordained. 



I am, &c. 



♦* 
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LETTER FOURTH. 



Sir, 

I Readily acknowledge the uti^' 
lity of your fourth caufe, " the 
virtues of the firft Chriftians,** 
as greatly conducing to the fpread- 
ing their religion ; but then you 
fcem to quite mar the compliment 
you pay them, by reprefenting theiif 
virtues, as proceeding cither from' 
their repentance for having been 
the moft abandonisd finners, or 
from the laudable defire of fup* 

G * porting 
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porting the reputation of the fa- 
ciety, in which they were engaged. 
That repentance is the firft ftep 
to virtue, is true enough; but I 
fce no reafon for fuppofing, ac- 
cording to the calumnies of Celfua 
and Julian, " that the Chriftians 
allured into their party, men, wha 
wafhed away in the waters of bap- 
tifm the guilt, for which the tem- 
ples of the gods refufed to grant 
ihem any expiation." The Apo- 
ftles, Sir, did not, like Romulus, 
open an afylum for debtors, thieves, 
and murdererii for they had not 
the lame fturdy means of fecuring 
their adherents from the grafp of 
civil power; they did not pcrfuade 
them to abandon the temples of 
the gods, becaufe they could there 
i ob- 
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obtain no expiation for their guilt % 
but bdcaufe every degree of guilt, 
was expiated in them with too 
great facility ; and every vice 
pradtifed, not only without remprfe 
of private confcience^ but with the 
powerful fandlicn of public appro- 
bation* 

*' After the example, you fay^ 
5* of their Divine Matter,, the 
*' miflionaries of the . gofpel ad-^ 
f' drefled diemfelves to men, and 
*' elpecially to women, opprcffed by 
f ' the confcioufnefs, and very often 
" by the effects of their vices*" — 
This, Sir, I really think, is not a fdr 
reprefentation of the matter; it 
may catch the applaufe of the 
unlearned, embolden many a 
(tripling to caft off for ever the 

G 2 fwcet 
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porting the reputation of the &h 
cicty, in which they were engaged. 
That repentance is the firft ftep 
to virtue, is true enough; but I 
fee no reafon for fuppofing, ac* 
cording to the calumnies of Celfus 
and Julian, ^* that the Chriftians 
allured into their party, men, wha 
wafhed aw^ in the waters of bap« 
tifm the guilty for which the tem- 
ples of the gods refuled to grant 
them any expiation.'* The Apo- 
ftles, Sir,^^ did not, like Romulus, 
open an afylum for debtors, thieves, 
and murderers} for they had not 
the fame fturdy means of fecuring 
their adherents from the graip of 
civil power; they did not perfuade 
them to abandon the temples of 
the ^s, beCaufe they could there 
i ob^ 
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obtain no expiation for their guilt t 
but becaufe every degree of guilt, 
was expiated in them with too 
great facility ; and every vice 
praftifed, not only without remorfe 
of private confcience^ but with the 
powerful fandlicn of public appro- 
bation* 

" After the example, you fay^ 
V of their Divine Matter,, the 
*' miffionaries of the . gofpel ad-^ 
f* drefled diemfelves to men, and 
** efpecially to women, opprcffed by 
?' the confcioufnefs, and very often 
" by the effects of their vices*" — 
This, Sir, I really think, is not a fair 
reprefentadon of the matter; it 
may catch the applaufe of the 
unlearned, embolden many a 
(tripling to catt off for ever the 

G 2 fwcct 
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f\veet blufti of modefty, confirm 
many a difiblute veteran in the 
pradtice of his impure habits, and 
fuggeft great occafion of merri- 
ment and wanton mockery to the 
flagitious gE every denomination 
and every age; but ftill it will 
want that foundation of truth, 
trhich alone can recommend it to 
the ferious and judicious. The 
Apoftles, Sir, were not like the 
Italian Fratrictlli of the thirteenth, 
nor the French Turlupins of the 
fourteenth century -, in all the dirt 
that has been raked up againft 
Chriftianity, even by the wwft erf 
it's enemies, not a fpeck of that 
kind have they been able to fix, 
either upon the Apoftles, or their 
Divine Mailer. The gofpel of 

Jefus 
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Jefiis Chrift, Sir, was not preached 
in (ingle houfes, or obfcure villages^ 
not in fubterraneous caves and im- 
pure brothels, not in lazars and in 
prifons; but in 'the fynagogues and 
in the temples, in the Itreets and in 
the marketrplaces of the great 
capitals of the Roman provinces; 
in Jerufalem, in Corinth, and in 
Antioch, in Athens, in Ephefus, 
and in Rome. Nor do I any 
where find, that it's miffionaries 
were ordered particularly to addrcfs 
themfelves to the fhamelefs women 
you mention ; I do indeed find 
the direft contrary; for they were 
ordered to turn away from, to have 
no fellowfhip or intercourfe with 
fuch, as were wont to creep into 
houfes^ and lead captive ftlly women 

Q 3 laden 
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Uden with ftnSj Ud away with 
divers lufts. And what if a few 
women, who had either been fe- 
duced by their paffions, or had 
fallen vidims to the licentious 
manners of their age, ftiould ' be 
found amongft thofe, who were 
moft ready to receive a religion 
that forbad all impurity ? I do not 
apprehend, that this circumftance 
ought to bring an infinuation of 
difcredit, either upon the fex, or 
upon thofe who wrought their re- 
formation. 

That the majority of the firft 
converts to Chriftianity, were of 
an inferior condition in life, may 
readily be allowed j and you your- 
ielf have in another place gjiven a 
good reafon for it^ thofe who are 

dif^ 



diftinguifhed by riches, honours, 
or knowledge, being fo very in* 
confiderable in number, when 
compared with the bulk of man* 
kind ; But diough not many migh- 
ty, not many noble, were called 9 
yet fome mighty, and fome noble, 
fome of as great reputation as any 
of the age in which they livec^ 
were attached to the Chriilian 
faith. Short indeed are the ac- 
counts, which have been tranf* 

mltted to us, of the firft propagat- 
ing of Chriftianityj yet even in 
ihefe, we meet with the names of 
many, who would have done cre- 
dit to any caufe } I will not pre- 
tend to enumerate them all, a few 
of them will be fufficient to make 
you recoUeft, that there were, at 

Q 4 leaft. 
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leaft, fome converts to Chriftianity, 
both from among the Jews and 
the Gentiles, whofe lives were not 
flained with inexpiable crimes. 
Amongft thefe we reckon Nico- 
demus, a ruler of the Jews, Jofeph 
of Arimathea, a man of fortune 
and a counfellor, a nobleman and 
a centurion of Capernaum^ Jairus, 
Crifpus, Softhenes, rulers of fyna- 
gogues, Apollos an eloquent and 
learned man, Zenas a Jewiih law- 
yer, the treafurer of Candace queen 
of Ethiopia, Cornelius, a centu- 
rion of the Italian band, Dionyfius 
a member of the Areopagus at 
Athens, and Sergius Paulus, a man 
of proconfular or praetorian au- 
thority, of whom it may be re- 
marked, that if he refigned his 

high 
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high and lucrative office in confe'* 
quence of his turning Chriftian, it 
is a ftrong prefumption in itV fa- 
vour ^ if he retained it, we may 
conclude, that the profeflion of 
Chriftianity was not fo utterly 
incompatible with the difcharge 
of the offices of civil life, as you 
fometimes reprefent it. This Ca* 
talogue of men of rank, fortune, 
and knowledge, who embraced 
Chriftianity, might, was it neceflfary, 
be much enlarged; and probably 
another converfation with St. Paul 
would have enabled us to grace it 
with the nanies of Feftus, and king 
Agrippa himfelf; ^ot that the 
writers of the Books of the new 
Teilament feem to have been at all 
foUcitPus, in mentioning the great 
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or the learned, who were converted 
to the faith : had that been part of 
their defign, they would, in the 
true ftile of impoftors, have kept 
out of fight the publicans and 
finners, the tanners and the tent- 
makers with whom they convcrfed 
and dwelt ; and introduced to our 
notice none but thofe, who had 
been brought up with Herod, or 
the chief men of Afia — whom they 
bad the honour to number amongft 
their friends. 

That the Primitive Chriftians 
took great care to have an unfuUied 
reputation, by abftaining from the 
commiflion of whatever might 
tend to pollute it, is eafily admit- 
ed ; but we do not fo eafily grant, 
that this care is a ^^ drcumftance^ 

** which 
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^ which ufually attends fmall affem- 
*« blies of men, when they feparate 
^ themfelves from the bod]j of a 
** nation, or the religion to whicl^ 
** they belong,'* It did not attend 
the Nicolaitanes, the Simohians, 
the Menandrians, and the Carpo« 
cratians in the firft ages of the 
church, of which you are fpeaking; 
and it cannot be unknown to you. 
Sir, that the fcandalous vices of 
thcfe very early Sedlaries, brought 
a general and undiftinguifhed cen- 
fure upon the Chriftian name ; and 
fo far from promoting the increafe 
of the church, excited in the minds 
of the Pagans an abhorrence of 
whatever relpeded it •, it cannot be 
unknown to you. Sir, that feveral 
Sediries both at home and abroad 

might 
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might be mentioned^ who have 
departed from the religion tD which 
they belongpdi and which, un- 
ll^pily fbr chemfelves and die 
community, have taken aa Gtde 
care to preferve thdr reputation 
isnfpotted, aa thole of the 5x& and 
iecond centurieaw If dien the fir& 
Chri&iona didi take the care joa 
mention^ ^and I am wholly cf yoeor 

cypinion mt dissEC pomt^) their ibiid- 
tiade mB^% as candSdljr, perhaps, 
and as reafonabiy be dcriTcd from 
a ittiit cf their docj^ aod an boneft 
eiukavoor to difchargie it, as 
from the mere defire of iocreafing 
the honour of their confraternity 
by the illoftrious integrity of it's 
niembers. 
Tou are eloquent in ddcribing 

the 
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the auftere morality of the primitive 
Chiiftians, as adverfe to the pro*, 
penfities of fenfe» and abhorrent 
from all the innocent pleafures and 
amufements of life ; and you en- 
large, with a fludied minutenefs^ 
upon their cenfures of luxury, and 
their fentiments concerning mar- 
riage and Chaftity ;— but in this cir- 
cumftantial enumeration of their 
errors or their faults, (which I am 
under no neceflity of denying or 
cxcufing,) you feem to forget the 
very purpofc, for which you pro- 
fe(s to have introduced the mention 
of theni ; for the pidture you have 
drawn is fo hideous, and the 
colouring fo difmal, that inllead 

of alluring to a clofer infpedion. 

It 



it muft have made every man 6( 
pleafure or of fenfe turn from k 
with horror or difguft ^ and fo &t 
from contributing to the rapid 
growth of Chriftianity by the au^ 
fterity of their manners, it muft be 
a wonder to any one, how the firft 
Chriftians ever made a (ingle 
convert, — It was firft objcfted by 
Celfus, that Chriftianity was a 
mean religion, inculcadng fuch a 
pufillanimity and patience under 
affronts, fuch a contempt of riches 
and worldly honours, as muft 
weaken the nerves of civil govern*- 
tnent, and expofe a fociety of 
Chriftians to the prey of the firft 
invaders. This objeftion has been 
repeated by Bayle; and though 

fillip 
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fully anfwered by Bernard and 
others, it is ftill the favourite theme 
dF every Efprit fort of our own age: 
even you. Sir, think the averfion of 
Chriftians to the bufinels of war 
and government, *^ a criminal dif^ 
«* regard to the publick welfare.** 
To all that has been iaid upon 
this fubjeft, it may with juftice, I 
think, be anfwered, that Chriftia- 
iiity troubles not itfelf with order- 
ing the conftitutions of civil focie- 
ties; but levels the weight of all it's 
influence at the hearts of the in* 
dividuals which compofe them; 
dnd as Celfus faid to Origen, was 
every individual in every nation a 
gofpel Chriftian, there would be 
neither internal injuftice, nor ex^ 

ternal 



ternal war 5 there would be none of 
tbofe palfions, which imbitter the 
intercx>urfes of civil life, and defo- 
late the globe. What reproach 
then can it be to a religion, that it 
inculcates dodrines, which, if uni- 
verfalty praftifed, would introduce 
univerfal tranquillity, and the molt 
exalted happinefs amongft mankind? 
It muft proceed from a total 
mifapprehenfion of the defign of 
the Chriftian difpenfation, or from' 
a very ignorant interpretation of 
the particular injunctions, forbid- 
ding us to make riches or honours 
a primary purfuit, or the prompt 
gratification of revenge a firft prin-^ 
eiple of aftion, to infer, — that an 
individual Chriftian is obliged by 

his 
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his religion to offer his throat to 
an aflailin, and his property to the 
firft plunderer; or that a fociety of 
Chriftians may not repel, in the 
beft manner they are able, the 
unjuft aflaults of hoftile invafion. 

I know of no precepts in the 
gofpel, which debar a man from 
the pofleffion of domeftic comforts, 
or deaden tiie adlivity of his pri- 
vate friendfiiips, or prohibit the 
<;xertion of his iitmoft ability in 
the fervice of the publick •, the — 
ntfi quietum nihil beaium — is no 
part of the Chriftian's Creed ; his 
virtue, is an aftive virtue; and 
we juftiy refer to the fchool of 
Epicurus, the doctrines concern- 
ing abftinence from marriage, 

H " from 
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from the cultivation of friendfliip, 
from the management of publick 
affairs, as fuited to that felfifh 
indolence, which was the favoizrite 
tenet of his philofophy. 



I am. Sir, 



LET- 
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LETTER FIFTH- 




Sir, 

H E union and the di£- 
**cipline of the Chri- 
*' ftian church," or, as 
you are pleafed to fltle it, of the 
Chriftian republic, is the lafl: of 
the five fecondary caufes, to which 
you have referred the rapid and 
extenfiv^e fpread of Chriftianity, 
It muft be acknowledged, that uni- 
on elfentially contributes to the 
llrength of every afibciation^ civil, 

H 2 mili- 
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£nilitaf7> and religious ; but unfor- 
tunately for your argument, and 
much to the reproach of Chriftians, 
nothing has been more wanting 
amongft them, from the apoftolic 
age to our own, than union* 
I am of Pauly and I of Apollos^ and 
I of Cephas y and I of Chrifty are ex- 
preffions of difunion, which we 
meet with in the earlieft period of 
church hiftory ; and we cannot look 
into the writings of any, either 
friend or foe to Chriftianity, but 
we find the one of them lamenting, 
and the other exulting in an im- 
menfe catalogue of feiSaries 5 and 
both of them thereby furnifliing us 
with great rcafon to believe, that 
the diviGons with refpedl to doc- 
trine, worlhip, and difcipline, which 

have 
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have ever fubfifted in the churd^ 
mud have, greatly tended ta hurt 
the credit of Chriftianity, and to 
alienate the minds of the Gentiles 
from the recepdon . of fuch a vaii- 
ous and difcordant faith. 
. I readily grant, that there was 
a certain community of dodrine, 
^n intercQurfe of hofpitality^ and a 
xonfederacy of difciplineeftabliflied 
amongfl: the individuals of every 
church ; fo that none could be ad- 
mitted into any aflembly of Chri- 
ftians, without undergoing a pre- 
vious examination into his manner 
of life *, (which fhews by the bye> 

H 3 that 

* Nonnulli praepoHti funt^ qni in vitam 
et mores eorum^ qoi admittantur» in* 

3oiranty ut non conceiTa facientes candi- 
atos relig^onis arteant a fnis conventt* 
bu«« Orig. Con. Cel. Lib. 2. 
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thiat every reprobate could not, a& 
the fit feized him, or his intereft 
induced him, become a Chriftian) 
and without protefting in the moft 
iblema manner, that he would 
neither be guilty of murder, nor 
adultery, nor theft, nor perfidy ; 
and it may be granted alfo, that 
thofe who broke this compact, 
were ejedted by common confent 
from the confraternity into which 
they had been admitted*, it may 
be further granted, that this con* 
federacy extended itfelf to inde- 
pendent churches ; and that thofe 
who had, for their immoralities^ 
been excluded from Chriftian com- 
munity in any one church, were 
rarely, if ever admitted to it by 
another ; juft as a member, whd 

has 
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has been expelled any one College 
in an Univeiiity, is generaDjr 
thought unworthy of being ad* 
mitced by any other: But it is 
not adnutted, that this feverity \/ 
and this union of difcipline 
could ever have induced the Pa- 
gans to forfake the gpds of thdr 
country, and to expolc themlelves 
to the contemptuous hatred of their 
neighbours, and to all the ieve- 
lities of perfecution exerciied, 
with unrelenting barbarity^ ag^nft 
the Chriftlans. 

The account you give of the 
origin and progre(s of epiicopal 
jurifdidion, of the pre-eminence of 
the Metropolitan churches, and of 
the ambition of the Roman PoxitiflT^ 
I believe to be in general accurate 

H 4 and 
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and true *, and I am not in the leaft 
furprifed at the bitternefs, which 
now and then efcapes you in 
treating this fubjeft ; for, to fee the 
y moft benign religion. that imagina- 
tion can form, becoming an in- 
ftrumcnt of oppreflion ; and the 
moft humble one adminiftering to 
the pride, the avarice, and the 
ambition of thoie, who wiflied to 
be confidered as it's guardians, 
and who ayowed themfelves it's 
profeflbrs, would extort a cenfure 
from men more attached probably 
to church authority than yourfclf : 
Not that I think it, either a very 
candid^ or a very ufef^il undertak- 
ing, to be folely and induftrioufly 
engaged in portraying the charac- 
ters of the profcffors of Chrifti- 

anity 
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anity in the worft colours ; it is not 
candid, becaufe *^the great law of 
^* impartiality, which obliges an 
" hiftorian to reveal the imper- 
'* feftions of the uninfpired teach- 
" ers and believers of the gofpel>* 
obliges him alfo not to conceal, or 
to pafs over with niggard and re- 
ludtant mention, the illuftrious 
virtues of thofe, who gave up for-^ 
tune and fame, all their comforts, 
and all their hopes in this life, nay, 
life itfelf, rather than violate any 
one of the precepts of that gofpel, 
which, from the teftimony of in* 
fpired teachers, they conceived they 
had good reafon to believe; it is 
not uleful, becaufe " to a carelels 
*' obferver," (that is, to the gene- 
rality of mankind) " their faults 

" may 
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" may fcem to raft a (hade on the 
** fiuth, which they profcffed;" and 
may really infeft the minds of the 
young and unlearned efpecially , with 
prejudices again ft a religion, upon 
their rational reception or rejedion 
rf which, a matter of the utmoft 
importance may (believe me. Sir, it 
mayj for ought you or any perfon 
eke can prove to the contrary,) 
entirely depend. It is an eafy 
matter to amufe ourfelves and 
others with the immoralities of 
priefts, and the ambition of pre- 
lates, with the abfurd virulence of 
fynods and councils, with the ridi- 
culous dodrines, which vifiqnary 
enthufiafts or intctefted churchmen 
have fanftified with the name of 
Chriftian ; but a difplay of inge- 
o nuity, 



C 123 ] 

imity, or erudition upon fach fvit^' 
je£ls is n)uch mifplaced; finoe it 
excites almoft in every perfon, aik) 
unavoidaUe (ufptcion of the puritjr 
of the fburce itfelf, from which: 
fuch polluted ftreams have beetv 
derived. Do not miftake royt 
meaning ; I am i^ iiK)m w^hing^,- 
that the dergy fhould be looked* 
up to with a blind reverence, or 
their imperfedions fcreened by the 
iandity of their fun£Hon,from the 
aniffuulverfion of the world: quite 
the contrary; their condufi:, I am 
of opinion, ought to be more 
nicely fcrutrntzed, and their de«> 
viation firom the reftkude of the 
gpfpel, nM>re feverely cendired, than 
that of other men *, but great care 
ihoakl be taken^ not to reprefent 

thsir 
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their vices, or their indifcretions, 
as originating in the principles of 
their religion. Do not miftake 
me; T am not here begging quar- 
ter for Chriftianity •, or contending, 
that even the principles of our re- 
ligion Ihould be received with im- 
plicit faith, or that every objec- 
tion to Chriftianity fhould be ftiSed, 
by a reprefentation of thie mifchief 
it might do, if publicly promulg^ 
cd: on the contrary, we invite, 
nay, we challenge you to a dire<5): 
and liberal attack •, though oblique 
glances, and difingenuous inlinua- 
tions, we are willing to avoid *, well 
knowing, that the charafler of our 
religion, like that of an honed 
man, is defended with greater 
difficulty againft the fuggeftions 

of 



[ "5 3 

of ridicule, and the fccrct mallgni^ 
ty of pretended friends, than agaiinft 
pofidvc acculations, and the avowi. 
ed malice of open enemies; 

In your account of the priihitive 
church, you fet forth, that " the 
*^ want of difcipline and human 
*Mearning, was fupplied by thfe 
^* occafional affiftance of the pro- 
«* phcts ; who were called to that 
**fun6lion, without diftinftion of 
** age, of fex, or of natural abili- 
« ties/* — That the gift of pro*- 
phecy was one of the fpiritual gifts, 
by which fome of the firft Chriftians 
were enabled to cooperate with the 
Apoftles, in the general dcfign of 
preaching the Gofpel; and that 
this gift, or rather, as Mr. Locke 
chinks, the gift of tongues, (by the 

often- 
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eftentation of which, many of them 
;¥^ere prompted to fpeak in their 
idfcmblies at (he fame time,) was 
the occafion of fome diforder in 
the churcb of Corinth,, which re- 
quired the interpofition of the A- 
poftle to compole, b confefled on 
^11 hand$. But if you mean, that 
the prophets were ever the folc 
paftors of the faithful ; or that no 
provifion was made by the Apo- 
files for the good government and 
edification of the church, except 
what might be accidentally derived 
from the occafional affiftance of the 
prophets, you are much miftakcn -, 
and have undoubtedly forgot, what 
is faid of Paul and Barnabas hav- 
ing ordained elders in Lyftra, Ico- 
liium, and Antiocb; and of Paul's 

com- 
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domtniflion to Titus^ whotri he 
had left in Crete, to ordain elders 
in every dty; and of bis inftruc- 
tions both to him and Timothy, 
concerning the qualifications of 
thofe, whom they were to appoint 
bifhops : one of which was, that a 
biihop fhould be able by found 
dodrine, to exhort and to convince 
the gain-fayer; nor is it faid, that 
this found dodtrine was to be com- 
municated to the bifhop by pro- 
phecy, or that all perfons, without 
diftin£tion, might be called to that 
office ; but a bilbop was to he able 
to teach, not what he had learned 
by prophecy, but what Paul had 
; publicly preached; thfi things that 
thou haft heard of me among many 
'oaitnejjesj the fame commit thou to 

faiths 
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faithfttl men J who fiall be able to 
teach others alfo. And in every 
place aln^oft, where prophets are 
mentioned, they are joined with 
Apoftlcs and teachers, and other 
minifters of the gofpcl; fo that 
there is no reafon for your repre- 
fen ting them as a diftinft order of 
men, who were by their occafional 
affiftance to fupply the want of di- 
fcipline and human learning in the 
church. It would be taking tod 
large a Held, to inquire, whether 
the prophets, you fpcak of, were 
endowed with ordinary or extra- 
ordinary gifts; whether they at* 
ways fpoke by the immediate im- 
pulfe of the Spirit, or according to 
the ayialogy of faith \ whether their 
gift confiRed in the foretelling of 

future 
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fiitui^ events^ or tn tlie inter pcetifig 
of icripcure lio the odificadon aad 
tKbortBmn and comfort of ^ 
churcht <^ i<^ both : I will conteac 
tnyielf with obfervhig, that he wiU 
judge very improperly concerning 
the prophets of the apofiolic church, 
who t^es his idea of dieir office or 
impcx'tance, from your deicriptioa 
of them. 

In fpeaking of the community 
of goods, which, you lay, wag 
adopted for a ihort time in the 
primitivie church, you hdd as in* 
conclufive the arguments of Mo* 
jheim; who has endeavoured (o 
prove, that it was a community, 
quite diflS^rent from that recom- 
mended by Pythagoras or Plato ; 
^onlifting principally in a common 

I ufe, 
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v&t derived from an unbounded 
liberality, which induced the opu- 
lent to fhare their riches with their 
indigent brethren ; there have been 
others, as well as Moiheim, who 
have entertained this opinion ; and 
it is not quite fo indefenfible, as 
you reprefent it*, but whether it be 
reafonable or abfurd, need not now 
be examined: it is far more ne- 
cefiary to take notice of an expref- 
lion, -which yo\^ have ufed, and 
which may be apt to miflead un- 
wkry readers into a very injurious 
fufpicion, concerning the integrity 
of the Apoftlcs. In procefs of 
.time, you obferve, >' the converts, 
•* who embraced the new religion, 
."were permitted to retain the pof- 
** feffion of their patrimony." -- 

This 
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This expreffion, permitted to retain^ 
in ordinary acceptadon, implies an 
antecedent obligation to part with : 
now. Sir, I have not the fhadow of 
a doubt in affirming, that we have 
no account in fcripture of any fuch 
obligation bein^ impofed upon the 
converts to Chriftianity, either by 
Chrlft himfelf, or by his ApoftleSt 
or by any other authority : riay, in 
the very place, where this commu« 
nity of goods is treated of, there is 
an exprefs proof, (I know not how 
your impartiality has happened to 
overlook it,) to the contrary. 
When Peter was about to inflid an 
exemplary punifhment upon Ana- 
nias (not for keeping back a part 
of the price^ as fome men are fond 
^f reprefenting it, but) for his 

12 lying 



lying arid hypocrify, in offering a* 
part of the price of his land, as the 
whole of it ; he faid to him, whil^ 
it remained (unibld,) "ceas it n$^ 
thimofwn ? and itfter it wasfald^ ivai 
it not in thine wm ptiwet^? Frooo 
this account it is evident^ that 
Ananias was under no obligation 
to part with his patrimony ; and 
niter he had paned with it„ the 
price was in his own power; the 
Apoftle would have permited him 
t(t retain the whole of it, if he had 
thought fit; though be wouk} Ml 
permit bis prevancatioft to go un^ 

punilhed. 

You have remarked, that " the 
«* feafts of love, the agapae, as they 
<* were called, conftituted a very 
*« plcafmg and eficntial part c# 

"public 
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^ public worlhip."— Left »y one 
Ihould from hence be led to fufpef^ 
that thefc feafts of love, this pleaf* 
ing pare of ^he public wprfhip of 
the primitive church, refembled 
the unhallowed meetings of fome 
impure fedarics of our own timeSt 
I will take the liberty to add td 
your account, a (hort explication of 
the nature of thefe agapge. Ter-* 
(uDian, in the gpth chapter of hii 
Apology, has done it to my handiu 
The nature of our fupper, fays ht^ 
is indicated by it's name } it is called 
by a word^ which, in tlie Greek 
language, fignifies Love. We are 
not anxious about the expence of 
the. entertainment ; flnce we look 
upon that as gain, which is ex-* 
pended with a pious purpofe, in 

1 3 the 
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the relief and refrelhtnent c^ all 
our indigent. — The occafion of 
our entertainment being fo ho* 
nourable, you may judge of the 
manner of it's being conduced v 
it confiits in the difcharge of reli- 
gious duties; it admits nothing vile9 
nothing immodeft. Before we fit 
down, prayer is made to God. The 
hungry eat as much as they defire, 
and every one drinks as much as 
can be ufeful to fober nien. We 
fo feaft, as men, who have their 
minds impreflkd with the idea of 
ipending the night in the worfhip 
of God ; we fo converfe, as men, 
who are confcious that the Lord 
heareth them, &c. Perhaps you 
may objeft to this teftimony, in 
favour of the innocence of Chriftian 

meet- 
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meetings, as Hable to partiality, 
becaufe it is the teftimony of a 
Chriftian ; and you may, perhaps^ 
be able to pick out from ti^ 
writings of this Chriftian, fome-* 
thing that looks like a contradic* 
tion of this account: however, I 
will reft the matter upon this tefti* 
mony for the prefent ; forbearing 
to quote any other Chriftian wri- 
ter upon the fubje£b, as I (hall in a 
future letter, produce you a tefti* 
mony, fuperior to every objedtion. 
You (peak too of the agapas, as an 
efiential part of the public worlhip; 
this is not according to your ufual 
accuracy -, for, had they been efien- 
tial, the edid of an heathen ma- 
giftrate would not have been able 
to put a ftop to them ^ yet Pliny, 

14 in 
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in Us letter to Trajan, expcefily 
6ys, that the Chriftians left them 
ofi; apon hispublifking an edi^ pro*^ 
hibiting aiTemblies; and we know, 
that in the coun£il of Carthage, in 
the fourih centufy, on account of 
the abufes which attended them^ 
they began to be interdifted, and 
cea&d almoft univerfally in the 
fifth* 

I have but two ob&rTaiions to 
make upon what you haveadvanced^ 
concerning the feverity of ecele*' 
fiaftical pennance ; the firft is, that 
even you yourfelf do not deduce it's 
inSitution from the fcripture i but 
from the power, which every vo. 
luntary fociety has over it's own 
n^iembcrs; and therefore, however 
extravagant, or however abfurd; 

how- 
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howerer bppofite to the attributes 
of a cominiierating God, or die 
fedings of a fallible man, it tna^ 
be thought', or upon whatever 
trivial occafioRy fuch as that, you 
mention^ of cidumniating a Bi(l»)p*^ 
a Prefbyter, or even a £>eac(xi, it 
may have been milid^ed vChrift and 
his Apoftles are not anfwerable for 

it. The other is, that it was of" 
'a!t pofflbie expedients, the leafi: . 
fitted to accompKfli the end, for 
which you think it was introduced, 
the propagation of Chriftianity. 
The fight of a penitent humbled 
by a public confeffion, emaciated 
by fafting, clothed in fackdotb, 
proftrated at the door of the affem- 
bly, and imploring for years toge- 
ther the pardon of his offences, 

and 
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and a readmiffion into the bo&m 
of the church, was a much more 
likely means of deterring the Pa- 
gans from Chriftian community, 
than the pious liberality you men- 
don, was of alluring them into it« 
This pious liberality. Sir, would 
cxhauft, even your elegant powers 
of defcription, before you could 
exhibit it in the amiable manner 
it deferves; it is derived fron) the 
new commandt^ent of loving one 
another \ and it has ever been the 
diftingui(hing charafteriftic of 
Chriftians, as oppofed to every 
other denomi!hation of men, Jews, 
Mahondetans, or Pagans. In the 
times of the Apoftles, and in the 
firft ages of the church, it (hewed 
itfelf in voluntary contributions 

for 
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tor the relief of the poor and th« 
perfecuted, the infirm and the 
unfortunate *, as foon as the church 
was permitted to have permanent 
polleffions in land^ and acquired 
the protedion of the civil power^ 
it exerted itfelf in the ere£tion of 
Jbofpitals of every kind ; inflitutions 
thefe^ of charity and humanity^ 
which were .forgotten in the laws 
of Solon and Lycurgus; and for 
even one example of which^ you 
will, 1 believe, in vain explore the 
boafted annals of Pagan Rome, 
Indeed^ Sir,, you will think too 
injurioufly of this liberality, if you 
look upon it's origin as fuperftiti- 
ous ; or upon it's application as an 
artifice of the priefthood, to feduce 
the indigent into the bofom of the 

church ^ 
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church; it was the pure and un* 
corrupted fruit of genuine Chri* 
ftianity. 

You are much furprifed^ and not 
a little €oncerHed^ that Tacitus and 
the younger Pliny, have fpoken fb 
flfghtly of the Chriftian fyftem; 
and that Seneca and the elder 
Pliny, have not vouchfafed to 
mention it at all. This difficulty 
fixms to have ftruck others, as well 
as yojurfelf ; and I might refer, you 
to the conclufion of the fecond 
volume of Dr. Lardner's CoUeftion 
of Ancient Jewifh and Heathen 
Teftimonies to the Truth of the 
Chriftian Religion, for full fatis-* 
fadion in this point ; but perhaps 
an obfervatiott or two, may be fuf* * 
&ient to diminifl] your furprife. > 
o Ob- 
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• Obfcure k&srm of uprtgiil 
montis, when thqr (eparate tbem« 
icives from the religion of their 
country, do not fpeedily acquire 
the attention of men of Letters: 
The Hiftorians arc apprehenfirc 
of deprecating the dignity of theii^ 
learned labour, and contaminaiiiig 
their fplendid narration of illuftri* 
ous events, by mixing ^th- it a: 
difgufting detail of religious com* 
binations ^ and the philofof^rs are 
ufually too deeply engaged in ab« 
ftraft fcience, or in exploring the 
infinite intricacy of natural appear- 
ances, to bufy themielyes with what 
they, perhaps haftily, efteem popu- 
lar fuperftitions. Hiftorians and 
philofophers, of no mean reputa- 
tipn, nught be mentioned, I be- 
lieve. 
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Iieve, who were the cotcmporarics 
of Luther and the firft reformers i 
and who have pailed over in neg- 
ligent or contemptuous filence, 
their daring and unpopular at- 
tempts to (hake the ftability of 
St. Peter's Chair. Oppofition to 
the religion of a people^ muft be- 
come general, before it can defervc 
the notice of the civil magiltrate ; 
and till it does that, it will moftly 
bethought below the animadver- 
fion of diftinguifhed writers. This 
remark is peculiarly applicable to 
the cafe in point. The firft Chri- 
ftians, as Chrift had foretold, were 
hated of all men for his name's faki: 
it was the name itfelf, not any vices 
adhering to the name, which Pliny 
puniftied; and they were every 
{ where 
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where held in exceeding contempCt 
till their numbers excited the ap« 
prehenfion of the ruling poif^rs^ 
The philoli^diers confidered them 
as endiufiafts, and neglected them ; 
the priefts oppofed them as inncH 
vators, and calumniated them; the 
great overlooked them, the learned 
defpi&d them, and the curious 
alone, who examined into the fbun« 
dation of their faith, believed them. 
But the negligence of fome half doz* 
enof wrjters,(moft of them however 
bear incidental teftimony to the truth 
of feveral fads refpedingChrifliani- 
ty,) in not relating circumftantially 
the origin, the progrds, and the pre- 
tentions of a new led, is a very 
infuffictent reafon for queftioning, 
either the evidence of the principles 

upon 
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i)poQ ^hkh it WHB built, or the 
lupern^ural pow^r by which it 
Vras fupported. 

The Roman hiftor vine, moreover, 
ivere not only culpubl^ incurious 
concerning the Chriftians; but un* 
pardonably ignorant i>f what con* 
^rned either them, of the Jews: 
I iay, unpardonably ignprant ; be- 
f:auie the means of biformation 
were within their reach ; the writ- 
ings of Mofes were every where 
to be had in Greek ; and the works 
of Jofephus were publiftied, before 
Tacitus wrote his Hiftory i and yet, 
even Ticitus has fallen into great 
abfurdity, and felfcontradiAion in 
his account of the Jews-^^nd though 
TertuUjan's zeal carried him much 
too far,| when he called him Men- 

daciorum 
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daciorum loquacijfimus^ yet one can* 
not help regretting the little pains 
he took to acquire proper informa- 
tion upon that fubjed. He de- 
rives the name of the Jews by a 
forced interpolation from mount 
Ida in Crete ^; and he reprefents 
them as abhorring all kinds of 
images in public worfhip, and yet 
accufes them of having placed the 
im^e of an Afs in the holy of 
holies ; and prefendy after he tella 
us, that Pompey, when he profaned 
the temple, found the fanftuary 
endrely empty. Similar inaccu- 
racies might be noticed in Plu- 
tarch and other writers, who have 

K fpoken 

* Inclvtam in Creta Idam montem, ac- 
colas Idaeos audio in barbaram cogno- 
mento judaeos vocitari. Tac. Hift. L*5t 
fob, Init. 
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fpcikM of the }tm^ Md yen yoll^• 

^ have ne&rred to an bbfcxire 

pBsSkgt in Suecmiu^^ fts bSktiihg a 

f*octf iiow ftrattgeJy ttie Jfews and 

Xn«<ft<ins of Rorne 1^^ cSottfoond^ 

Cd 1?itk <feik:h cith^. Why theh 

ftould tv^ think k remarkable, that 

la few cefebrated wrttcfrs,who looked 

'iAp(»k %he ChFiAiaRB to an <d]^r€are 

4l£l: i^ the Jtm, aAd ypon tlie 

fe^ •as a barbarous and <le(»^ed 

:.pe6pi^) Tvhofe biftory was not 

"woith die perufal ; and who were 

^fnottov^r tihgaged in the relation 

-of the gf^at events^ which either 

•^cafloned or accompanied the ruin 

t)f(ihrtr Eternal eMpire^ yrhy flibwM 

vft he furprifed, that men occupied 

in fuch intereiling fuhje<5te, and 

inifluenced by fuch invejerace fr^^ 
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pidioH^ (ho^ld Jiave k& 4M -but 
Short aAd kBptr&St deipripn^Qfi of 
^ Cbfiftiasi iTyfiiem ? 

'^Sut baw Audi we ewiKfi^ yw«U 
^' fay^ the fupkie 4imitteAtion iCif ithe 
-^ pagan and p]iulo6^phk: worl^^ to 
^vthotb evidences, which -nnereipce* 
<' fenced by riiie ^aod <tf jCKPnipo- 
^^Stenee, not <to their ^eaAvi^ •hut 
*«rt:o thdr fenfes?** — "The law 
^ of ofiature were peqpetmHy iuf- 
^'pendeci, for .the benefit ^^ the 
<* church : £ut die iages of <jireeqe 
^'andRotne titirned ;aGde from the 

^* awful fpe<aacle."—To^eiirlhaiiie 
be it fpcdcen, that they did fo-— 
*^ and purfuiqg the ordiaaFy oc- 
^< <}qpations o( life and ftudy , ap- 
^' peared unoonfcious of any alt^sr- 
^.ations in the .moral or .phyfical 

K a J' govern- 
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** government of the world.'^— 
To this objeftion, I anfwer in the 
firft place, that we have no reafon 
to believe, that miracles were per- 
formed, as often as philofophers 
deigned to give their attention to 
them J or that, at the period of time 
you allude to, the laws of nature 
.were perpetually fufpended, for the 
benefit of the church. It may be, 
that not one of the few heathen 
writers, whofe books have efcaped 
the ravages of time, was ever pre- 
fent, when a miracle was wrought ; 
but will it follow, becaufe Pliny, or 
Plutarch, or Galen, or Seneca, or 
Suetonius, or Tacitus, had never 
feen a miracle, that no miracles 
were ever performed ? They in- 
deed were learned, and obfervant 
menj and it may be a matter of 

fur- 
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furprife to us, that miracles fo cele- 
brated, as the friends of Chriilianity 
fuppofe the Chriilian ones to have 
been, (hould never have been men- 
tioned by them though they had 
not feen them ; and had an Adrian 
or a Vefpafian been the authors of 
but a thoufandth p^rt of the mi« 
racks, you have afcribed to the 
primitive church, more than ono 
probably of thefe very hiftorians, 
philofophers as they were, would 
have adorned his hiftory with the 
narration of them : for though they 
turned adde from the awful fpeda- 
cle of the miracles of a poor de- 
Ipiftd Apoftle — yet they beheld 
with exulting complacency, and 
have related with unfufpeding 
credulity, the oilentatious tricks 

K3 of 



of i Roman Emperor, ft wat 
iK)t for want of faith in miraculous 
events, that thefe Sages negleftcd 
the ChrifHan miracles, but for wane 
of candour, and impartial exami- 
nation. 

I anfwer in the fecond place, 
that in the Ads of the Apoftles, 
we nave an account of a great 
multitude of Pagans of every con- 
dition of life, who were fo far from 
being inattentive to the evidences, 
ifrhich were prefented by the hand 
of omnipotence to their fenfes, that 
they contemplated them wich re- 
verence and wonder; and forfaking 
the religion of their anceftors, and 
all the flattering hopes of worldly 
profit, reputation, and tranquillity, 
adhered with aftonifhing refolucion 

to 
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to the profelHon of Chriftiatiity. 
From the conchifion of the ASb, 
till the time iq which ibme of the 
Sages you mention flourifiied, U a 
very obfcure part of church hiftory; 
yet we are pertain, that many of 
the Pagan, and we have feme 
reafon to brieve, that not a feif 
of the Philofophic world, during 
that period, did not turn afide (roth 
the awful fpeAacle of miracles, 
but faw and believed ; and that a 
few others ihould be found, who 
probably had never feen, and there- 
fore would ngu believe, is furely 
no very extraordinary circumftance. 

• 

Why ftould we not anfwer fo ob- 
jeftions, fuch a$ thefe, with the 
boldnefs of S& Jerorpe) and bid 
Cclfu?, »ncJ Ppr|(hyry, j^r}t| Juliar\, 

K 4 and 
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and their followers, learn the illu- 
ftrious charafters of the men, who 
founded, built up, and adorned 
ihe Chriftian church *? why fhould 
we not tell them, with Arnobius, 
of the orators, the grammarians, 
the rhetoricians, the lawyers, the 
phyficians, the philofophers,* ** who 
*' appeared confcious of the altera 
^' ations in the moral and phyfical 
<« government of the world ;** and 
from that confcioufnefs, forfook 
the ordinary occiipations of life 

^nd 

• Difcant Celfus, Prophyrius, JuHa- 
nus, rabidi adverfus Chriftum canes, difr 
cant eorum feftatores, qui putant Eccle- 
iiam nullos Philofophos et eloquentes, 
nuUos habuifTe DoCtores ; quanti ec 
quales viri earn fundaverint, extruxerlnty 
ornaverintque ; et deiinant fidem noftram 
ruilics tantum fimplicitatis arguere, fu- 
amque potius imperitiam agnofcant. 
Jero. Pros. lib. de lUuf. E€cl« Scrip, 
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and ftudy, and attached themfelvtil 
to the Chriftian difcipline * ? 

I anfwer in the laft place, that 
the miracles of Chriftlans wct^c 
falfely attributed to magic ; atid 
were for that reafon thought un- 
worthy the notice of the writers, 
you have referred to. Suetonius, 
in his Ufe of Nero, calls the Chrif- 
tians, Men of a new and magical 
fuperftition : t I am fenfible, that 
you laugh at thofe " fagaci.ous com- 
*' mentators," who tranflate the 
original word by magical; and 
adopting the idea of Mofheim, you 
think it ought to be rendered mif- 
chievous or pernicious:Unqueftion- 
ably it frequently has that mean-^ 

ing; 

* Arnob. Con. Gen. L. 1 1. 

f Genus hominum, fuperflitlonls novae 
^t malefica. Suet, in Nero. c. 16. 
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Ing; with due deference, how* 
ever, to Mofheim and yourfelf, I 
cannot help being of opinion, that 
in this place, as defcripcive of the 
Chriftian religion, it is righdy tranf- 
lated magical. The Theodofian 
Code muft be my excufe, fpr dif- 
fenting from fuch refpedable au^ 
thority, and in it, 1 conjefture, 
you will find good reafon for being 
of my opinion.* Nor ought any 
friend to Chriftianky, to be afto- 
nifhed or alarmed at Suetonius* 
applying the word Magical to the 
Chriftian religion ; for the miracles 

wrought 

••Chaldsei, SLcMagi^ et caeteri quos val- 
gus malejicos ob facinorum magnitudinem 

ippcllat. Si quis magus vel magicis 

contaminibus adfuetus, qui maUfieus vulgi 
confuetudine nuncupatur, ix CodrXbeo- 
do. Tit. XVI, 
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wrought by Chrifl: and his Apoftles^ 
principally confifted in allcviadng' 
the diftrclfes, by curing the obfti-' 
nate difeafes of human kind *, and 
the proper meaning of magic, as 
underftood by the ancients, is a 
higher and more holy branch of the 
art of healing, * The elder Pliny 
loft his life in an eruption of Vcfu* 
yius, about forty fevcn years after 
the death of Chrift-, fome fifteen 
years before the death of Pliny, the 
Chriftians were perfecuted at Rome 

for 

• Pliny, fpeaking of the origin of ma* 
gic, fays, Natam primum e medicina 
nemo dubitat, ac fpecie falutari irrepfiiTe 
velut ahiortmfanSiwemqui medUinam,'-^ He 
afterwards fays, that it was mixed with 
mathematical arts; and thus magics and 
matbematici are joined by Pliny, as maUfici 
and matbematici are in the Theodofian 
Code. Plin. Nat. Hift, Lib. 30. c. i. 
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for a crime, of which every perfon 
knew them innocent; but from 
the defcription, which Tacitus 
gives, of the low eftimation they 
were held in at that time, (for which, 
however, he afligns no caufej and 
therefore we may reafonably con- 
jefture it was the fame, for which 
the Jews were every where be- 
come fo odious, an oppoficion to 
polytheifm) and of the extreme 
fufferings they underwent, we can- 
not be much furprifed, that their 
name is not to be found in the 
works of Pliny, or of Seneca ; the 
fedt itfelf muft, by Nero's perfecu- 
tion, have been almoft deftroyed in 
Rome; and it would have been 
uncourtly, not to fay unfafe, to 
have noticed an order of men, 

wbofc 
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whofe innocence an emperor had 
determined to traduce, in order to 
divert the dangerous, but dcferved 
ft ream of popular cenfure from 
himfelf. Notwithftanding this, 
there is a paffage in the Natural 
Hiftory of Pliny, which, how 
much foever it may have been over- 
looked, contains, I think, a very 
ftrong allufion to the Chriftians; 
and clearly intimates, he had heard 
of their miracles. In fpeaking 
concerning the origin of magic, 
he fays, — there is alfo another 
fadtion of magic, derived from 
the Jews, Mofes and Lotopea, and 
fubfifting at prefent.* — The word 

faftioa 

• Eft et alia magices faaio^ a Mofe 
ittamnum et Lotopea Judseis pendens, 
Plin. Nat. Hift. Lib. 30. c. 2. Edit. Har- 
da. Dr. Lardner and others, have made 

flight 
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fadion, does not ill denote the 
opinion the Ronians entertained of 
the reiiglous alTociations of die 
ChrifUans;f and a rmagical fac- 
tion implies their pfctenfions, at 
leaft, to the miraculous gifts of 
healing ; and it's defcending from 
MoJes, is ^cording to the cufl^m 
of the Romans, by which they 
confounded the Chriflians with the 
Jews ; ai^l it's being then fubfifl- 
4Rgi feems to have a ftrong refer- 
ence to the rumoiars Pliny had 
negUgently heard reported of the 
Chnitians. 

Submitting each of ihefe an- 

fwers 

tt&ght mention of this paffage, probably 
from their reading in bad editions Jqmne 
for etiamnum^ a Mofe et Janraie etjotape Ju- 
•d»is pendiens. 

f Tertullian reckons die Se^ of the 
Chriftians, inter Mctizsf attorns. Ap. €.38, 
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fwers to your cool and ctndid 
coniideradon •, I proceed to tskt 
notice of another difficulty m your 
^eecnth chapter, which fome have 
thought one of the mod importaftt 
in your whole book*— The fikncc tff 
profane hiftorians, concerning the 
preternatural darknefs at the cruci- 
fixion of Chrift. — Y^m know. Sir, 
that feveral learned nmen are 4Df 
epiniois t^at profane >hift<9ry is noc 
£lent ^txpon this fubjed ; I m\i, 
l<owever, put their a<utbority for <Jic 
{yrefent quite out of the ^q^ie^n. 
I will neither trouble y(»u 4P7ith the 
VefNmonyof Phlegon, nor with the 
-appeal rf Tertullian to the .public 
>jregifltrs of the Romans; but txKti^ 
itig yoa upon your o^n ground, 
and granting you every thing you 
i defire. 
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delire, I will endeavour, from a 
fair and candid examination of the 
hiftory of this event, to fuggeft a 
doubt, at lead:, to your mind, whe- 
ther this was " the 'greateft phae- 
^' nomenon, te which the mortal 
** eye has been witnefs, fince the 
" creation of the globe.'* 

This darknefs is mentioned by 
three of the four Evangelifts ; St. 
Matthew thus expreffes himfelf,— 
now from the fixth hour there was 
darknefs over all the land until the 
ninth hour ; St. Mark fays, — and 
when the fixth hour was come^ there 
was darknefs over the whole land 
until the ninth hour-j St. Luke, — 
and it was about the fix th hour^ and 
there was darknefs over all the earth 
until tlie ninth hour-, and the fun was 

dark-^ 
a 
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darkened. The three Evangellfts 
agree, that there was darknefs ; — 
and they agree in the extent of the 
darknefs : for it is the fame expref* ' 
lion in the original, which our 
tranflators have rendered earth in 
Luke, and land in the two other 
accounts; and they agree in the 
duration of the darknefs, it laded 
three hours : » Luke adds a par- 
ticular circumftance, that the fun 
was darkened. I do not know, 
whether this event be any where 
elfe mentioned in fcripture, fo that 
our inquiry can neither be extenlive 
nor difficult. 

In philofophical propriety of 
Ipeech, darknefs confifts in the to- 
tal abfence of light, and admits of 
no degrees ; however, in the more 

L com- 
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common acceptation of the word^ 
there are degrees of darknefs, as 
well as of light 5 and as the Evan- 
gelifts have faid nothing, by which 
the particular degree of darkneis- 
can be determined; we have as 
n^uch reafon to fuppofe it was flight, 
as you have that it was exceffivci 
but if it was flight, though it had 
extended itfelf over the furface of 
the whole glob^, the difficulty of 
it's not being recorded by Pliny or 
Seneca vanifties at once*. Do you 

not 

• The Author of L'Evangilc dc la 
Raifon, is miftaken in faying, that the 
Evangelifls fpeak of a thick, darknefs ; an<J 
that mi(lake has led him into another, 
jnto a difbelief of the event, bccaufe it has 
not been mentioned by the writers of the 
-times — fes hiitoriens (the Evangclifts) 
ont Ic front de nous dire, qu' a fa mort la 
terre a ete couverte d' epaifles tenebjea 
en plein midi et en pleine lune ; comme ii 
tous les ecrivains de ce tems-la n' auroient; 

pa« 



not perceive, Sir, upon what a 
flender foundation this mighty pb- 
jedion is grounded ; when we have 
only to put you upon proving, that 
the darknefs at the crucifixion was 
of fa unufual a nature, as to have 
excited the particular attention of 
all mankind, or even of thofe who 
were witnefTea to it ? But I dp not 
mean to deal fo logically with you; 
rather give me leave to fpare you 
the trouble of your proof, by prov- 
ing, or fhewing the probability at 
kaft, of the direil contrary. There 
is a circumftance mentioned by 
St. John, which feems to indicate, 
that the darkneis was not fo excef- 
five, as is generally fuppofed •, for 
it is probable,, that during the con- 

i 2 tinuance 

paj reatir^^ue u» fietrangs miracle! L'£« 
van, de la Raif. P; 99. 
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tinuance of the darknefs, Jcfus 
Ipoke both to his mother, and to 
liis beloved difciple, whom he fa^tx^ 
from the crofs ; they were near the 
crofs 5 but the foldiers which fur- 
rounded it, mud have kept them at 
top great a diftance, for Jefus to 
Jiave fun them and kn&von them, 
had the darknefs at the crucifixion 
been exceflive, like the preterna- 
tural darknefs, which God brought 
upon the land of Egypt-, for it is 
exprefsly faid, that during the con- 
tinuance of that darknefs, theyfaw 
not one another. The exprcflion in 
St. Luke, the fun was darkened^ 
tends rather to confirm, than to 
overthrow this reafoning. I am 
fenfible, this expreffion is generally 
thought equivalent^ to another — 
the fun was cclipfcd j — - bqt the 
i Bible 
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Bible is open to us all ; and there 
can be no prefumption, in endea- 
vouring to invelligate the mean« 
ing of fcripture for ourfelves* 
Luckily for the prefent argument 
tationj the very phrafe of the fun's 
being darkened, occurs, in fo many 
words, in one other place (and in 
only one) of the new teftament; 
and from that place, you may pofii'- 
bly fee reafon to ima^ne, that the 
darknefs might not, perhaps, have 
been fo intenfe, as to deferve the 
particular notice of the Roman 
naturalifts: ^ And he opened the 
bottomlefs pit^ and there arofe afinokt 
vut of the pit, as the fmoke of a great 
furnace ; and the fun was darkened^ ^ 
and the air, by reafon of the fmoke of 
the pit. If we Aiould fay, that the 

. L 3 fun 
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fun at the crucifixion was obnubi-i 
lated, and darkened by the inter- 
vention of clouds, as it is here re- 
prefented to be by the intervention 
of a fmoke, like the fmoke of a 
furnace, I do not fee what you 
could objeft to our account; but 
fuch a pha?nomenon has, furely, no 
right to be efteemed the greateft 
tliat mortal eye has ever beheld. 
I may be miftaken in this inter- 
pretation ; but I have no defign to 
mifrcprefent the faft, in order to 
get rid of a difficulty ; the darknefs 
may have been as intenfe, as many 
commentators' have fuppofed it; 
but neither they, nor you can prove 
it was fo; and I am furely under 
no neceffity, upon this occafioh, of 
granting you, out of deference to 
any commentator, what you can 

neither 
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neither prd^re nor render probable. 
But you ftill, perhaps, may think, 
that the darkncfs, by it's extent, 
made up for this deficiency in 
point of intenfenefs. The original 
word, expreflive of it's extent, is 
fometimes interpreted by the whok 
earth •, mote frequently in the new 
teftament,- of any little portion of 
the earth -, for we read of the land 
of Jiidah, ofthe land of Ifrael, of 
the land of Zabulon, and of the land 
of Nephthalim ; and it may very 
properly, I conceive, • be tranflated 
in the place in queftion by Regions 
But why ftiould all the world take 
notice of a darknefs, which extend-: 
ed itfelf for a few miles about Je- 
rufalem, and lafted but three hours ? 
The Italians, efpecially, had no 
reaibn to remark the event as fin- 

1:4 gularj 
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gular; fince they were accuftomed 
at that time^ as they are at prefent^ 
to fee the neighbouring regions to 
darkened for days together by the 
eruptions of JEtnsL and Vefuvius, 
that no man could know his neigh- 
bour.* We learn from the fcrip- 
ture account, that an earthquake 
accompanied this darknefs ; and a 
dark clouded (ky, I apprehend, very 
frequently precedes an earthquake; 
but it's extent is not great, nor is 
it's intenfenefs exceffive, nor is tlie 
phasnomenon itfelf fo unufual, 
as not commonly to pafs unnoticed 

in 

• — nos autem tenebras cogitemus tan- 
tas, quantse quondam eruptione Etnsomm 
igniuxn Jinitimas ngiones ob/curaviffe dican- 
tur, ut per biduum nemo hominem homo 
agnofceret. Cic. de Nat. Deo. 1. 2. And 
Pliny, in defcribing the eruption of Vcfu- 
VI us, which fufFocated his uncle, fays, -^ 
Dies alibi, illic nox omnibtts noiftibas ni- 
grior denfiorque. 
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in ages of ictence and hlftory. I 
fear, I may be liable to mifrepre- 
lencation in this place ; but I beg it 
may be obferved, that however 
flight in degree, or however con- 
fined in extent the darknefs at 
the crucifixion may have been; I 
am of opinion, that the power of 
God was as fupernaturally exerted 
in it's production, and in that of 
the earthquake which accompanied 
it, as in the opening of the graves, 
and the refurrcdkion of the faints, 
which followed the refurreftion of 
Chrift. 

In another place, you fcem not 
to believe "that Pontius Pilate 
** informed the Emperor of the 
"unjuft fentence of death, which' 
^'he had pronounced againfl an 

« in. 
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** innocent pcrfon :'* And the fame 
rcafon, which made him filent as 
to the death, ought, one would 
fuppofe, to have made him filent 
as to the miraculous events, which 
accompanied it : and if Pilate in his 
difpatches to the Emperor, tranf- 
mitted no account of the darknels 
(how great foever you fuppofe it 
to have been) which happened in 
a diftant province; I cannot ap- 
prehend, that the report of it could 
have ever gained fuch credit at 
Rome, as to induce either Pliny or 
Seneca to mention it as an authen- 
tic hO:. 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER SIXTH. 



Sir, 

IMean not to detain you loiig 
with my remarks upon your 
lixteenth Chapter; for in a 
fliort apology for Chriftianity, it 
cannot be cxpeftcd, that I fhould 
apologize at length, for the indif* 
cretions of the firfl: Chriftians. 
Nor have I any difpofition to reap 
a malicious pleafure, from exagge- 
rating, what you have had fo much 
goodnatured pleafure in extenuate 

ing. 
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ing, the truculent barbarity of their 
Roman perfecutors. 

M. de Voltaire has embraced 
every opportunity, of contrafting 
the perfecuting temper of the 
Chriftians with the niild tolerance 
of the antient heathens ; and I never 
read a page of his upon this fubjeft, 
without thinking Chriftianity ma- 
terially, if not intentionally, obliged 
to him, for his endeavour to deprefs 
Ac lofty fpirit of rdi^ous bigotry* 
I may with juftice pay the lame 
compliment to you; and I do it 
with fincerity ; heartily wi(hing,that 
in the profecution of your work, 
you may render every fpecies of 
intolerance univerfally deteftable. 
There is no reafon, why you fliould 
abate the afpcrity of your invedlive ; 

fince 
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■fince no one can fufpeft you of a 
defign to traduce Chriftianity, under 
the guife of a zeal againft perfccu- 
tion i or if any one (hould be lb 
fimple, he need but open the gofpel 
to be convinced, that fuch a fcheme 
is too palpably abfurd, to have 
ever entered the head of any fen- 
fibie and impartial man. 

I wifh, for the credit of human 
nature, that I could find reafon to 
agree with you, in what you have 
faid of the " univerfal toleration of 
" Polytheifm ; of the mild indifFe- 
*' rence of antiquity j of the Roman 
" Princes beholding, without con- 
" cern, a thoufqnd forms of reli- 
*'gion fubfifting in peace under 
" their gentle fway." But there 
are fonie paiTages in the Roman 

Hift. 
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Hiftory, which make mc hefitatc 
at leaft ifi this point; and almofi: 
induce me to believe, that the Ro- 
mans were exceedingly jealous of 
all foreign religions, whether they 
were accompanied with immoral 
manners or not. 

It was the Roman cuflom indeed^ 
to invite the tutelary gods of the 
nation^, which they intended to 
iubdue, to abandon their charge; 
and to promife them the fame, or 
even a more auguft worlhip in the 
city of Rome *i and their triumphs 
were graced as much with the 
exhibition of their captive gods, 

as 

• In, oppugnationibus, ante omnia fo4- 
tum a Romanis Sacerdotibus evocari De- 
Hm, cujas in tutela id oppidum eilet ; 
promittique illi cundem, aut amplicreia 
apud Romanos cultum» Flin, Is at, Hiil. 
L« 3S; C. iv. 
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as with the lefs humane one of 

r 

their captive kings *• But this 
cuftom, though it filled the city 
with hundreds of gods of every 
country, denomination, and quali- 
ty, cannot be brought as a proof of 
Roman toleration ; it may indicate 
the excefs of their vanity, the ex- 
tent of their fuperftition, or tho 
refinement of their policy •, but ic 
can never Ihew, that the religion 
of individuals, when it differed 
from public wifdom, was either 
connived at as a matter of indiffe- 
rence, or tolerated as an inalienable 
right of human nature. 

Upon 

* Roma triumphantis quotiens Duels 

inclita currum 
Plaufibus excepit, totiens altariaDivum 
Addidity fpoliis iibiijiet nova numina 

fecit. Pruden, 
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Upon another occafion, you. 
Sir, have referred to Livy, as relat- 
ing the introduction and fuppreflion 
of the rites of Bacchus ; and in that 
very place we find him GonfeflSng, 
that the prohibiting all foreign re- 
ligions, and the abolifhing evely 
mode of facrifice which differed 
from the Roman mode, was a 
bulinefs frequently entrufted by 
their anceftors to the care of the 
proper magiflrates ; and he gives 
this reafon for the procedure, That 
nothing could contribute more 
cfFeftually to the ruin of religion, 
than the facrificing after an exter- 
nal rite, and not after the manner 
inftituted by their fathers *. 

Not 

• Quoties hoc patrum avorumque aet^te 
negotium eft magiftratibus datum, ut fa* 

cr4 



t 177 1 

Not thirty years before this event, 
the Praetor, in conformity to a de- 
cree of the fcnate, had iffued art 
edia — that no one (hould prefumc 
to facrifice in any public place aftc^ 
a new or foreign manner *. And 
in a Hill more early period, the 
iEdiles had been commanded to 
take care, that no gods were wor« 

M (hipped,* 

era externa fieri vetarent? facrificulos 
vatefque fbro» drcoy urbe prohiberent? 
aticinos Ubros. conquirerent comburerentque f 
omnem difciplinam facrificandi, praeter- 
quam more Romano, abolerent? Jodica^ 
bant enim prudentifiimi viri omnis divini 
humahique juris, nihil seque diflblvendse 
religionis efle, quam ubi non patrio» fed 
externo ritu facnficaretur. Liv. L. xxxix. 
C, xvi. 

• Ut quicumque lihros <vaticino5 preca- 
tionefve^ aut artem facrificandi con fcrip tain 
haberety eos libros omnes litterafque ad fe 
ahte Kalendas Apriles deferret : neu quis 
in 'publico facrove loco, novo aut externo 
rito facrific^et; Liv; L. xxv. C. i. 
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ihippcd, except the Roman goda^ 
and that the Roman gods were 
worlhlpped after no manner, buB 
(he ellabliihed manner of th« 
country". 

But to come ,nearer to the timeSfc 
of which you are wrtcing. In 
Dion CalTius you may meet with a 
great courtier, one of the interior 
cabinet, and a polifhed ftaterman^ 
IB a fet fpeech, upon the moft 
momentous fubjeft, expreffing, 
hin:ifelf to the Emperor, in a man- 
ner agreeable enough to the prac- 
tice of antiquity, but utterly incon- 
fiftent with the moft remote idea- 
of religious totcratioo. The ipeech. 
alluded 

* Dacunr Tade ncgoriDm n^dilibns, uC 
animadvcrterent, ne qui, nill Romant 
Dii, nea quo .ilio more, guam pairiocole- 
tentur. Liv. L. ir. C. 30. 



I 

I 
I 



Eluded tov contains, I cOnfe& tt^ 
nothing more than the advkie of 
ran individual ^ iMit it ought to be 
remembered t chat shot individual 
was MsecenaS) that the advice was 
given to Ayguftusy and that, the 
OGcafion of giving it, was no Ms 
important than the fettling the 
form of the Roman government. 
;He recommends it to Celar^ to 
.worlhip the gpds hlmfelfy accord- 
ing to the eftabli(hed form; and to 
fora all others to do the fame; and 
to hate and to punijh all thole, who 
ibould attempt to introduce foreign 
religions*: nay, he bids him in the 

. M 2 fame 

* Ttivra Ti ovTu v^etrrtf xai mjoc^tri Tt 

rove If h iut^ottet^ ri O'l^i avro xui ^iTiy 
mmk u%h9t^». Dion. Caf. L. 52. 
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lame place, have an eye upon the 
philolbphers alfo$ fo that free think- 
ing, free fpeaking at leaft, upon 
religious matters, was not quite lb 
fafe under the gentle fway of the 
Roman princes ; as, thank God, it 
IS under the much, more gentle 
government of our own. 

In the Edift of Toleration pub- 
liflbed by Galerius after fix years 
unremitted perfecution of the Chri- 
ftians, we perceive his motive for 
perfecution, to have been the fame 
with that, which had influenced 
the conduft of the more antient 
Romans, an abhorrence of all inno- 
vations in religion. You have 
favoured us with the tranflation of 
this edia, in which he fays — " we 
** were particularly defirous of re- 

** claiming 
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^< claiming into the way of reafon 
'^ and nature,*' ad bonus mentis (a 
good pretence this for a Polythei- 
ftic perfecutor) ** the deluded Chri- 
^^ftians, who had renounced the 
^^ religion and ceremonies inftituted 
**by their fathers" — this is the 
precife language of Livy, deicrib- 
ing a perfecution of a foreign re- . 
ligion three hundred years before, 
furia era$ mc facrificantium nee 
precantlum Deos patrio more. And 
the very expedient of forcing the 
Chriftians to deliver up their reli- 
gious books, which was pradifed 
in this perfecution, and which 
Mofheim attributes to the advice 
of Hierocles, and you to that of 
the philofophers of thofe times, 
ieems clear to me, from the places 

M 3 in 
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in Livy, before quoted, to ha*e 
been nothing but an old picce> 
of ftate pdicy, to which the Ro«; 
mans had recourlle, as often as ihcyr 
apprehended their elUbliflied re«« 
ligion to be in any danger. > 

In the preamble of the letter c^ 
toleration, which the emperor Max^. 
imin relu£tantly wrote to Sahinus 
about a year after the publication; 
of Galerius' £di<%, there is a plaia 
avowal of the reaibns, which ii^uo 
ed Galerius and IKodetian to com^ 
mence their perfecution^ they 
had feen the temples of the goda 
forfaken, and were determined by 
the feverity of puniihment to re« 
claim men to their woribip *• 

In 
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In (boft, the fyflem recommend* 
ted by Maeccaas, of forcing every 
per6>n to be of the emperof s leli^ 
gion, and of hating and punifbing 
^very ianovator, contained, na 
new doctrine; it was ccxrefpondent 
to the pradice of the Roman ienate^ 
in the moft iUu&rious timea of tkit 
republic | and ieems to hare beea 
generally adofrted by the emperors^ 
in their treatment of Chriftians, 
whtlft they themfelves were Pah 
gans; and in thfir treatment of 
Pagans, after they themfelves be*- 
came Cbrtftianr ; aad if any one 

M 4 Ihould 

^ti^ieriK T«( ^rm Inff $^n0ien«c» Tif iB^H 

^iv( 0iftTir«%ifai vavrctq av^^tntovq rov^ 
«Hro rm 0fA#r rm m^mf^ruf cumx'^^^^^^U 

i3UvC»4« 
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iliould be willing ta derive ibok 
laws againft Heretics (which, are 
fo abhorrent "from the mild ipirit 
of the gofpel, and fo reproachful 
to the Roman Code) from the 
blind adherence of the ChrilUari 
emperors d> the intolerant policy 
of their Pagan predeceflbrs, fome-r 
thing, I think, might be produced 
in fupport of his conjedure. 

But I am forry to have faid fo 
much upon fuch a. fubjed. — la 
endeavouring to palliate the feverity 
of the Romans towards the Chri-> 
ftians, you have remarked, *« it was 
** in vain, that the opprefled believer 
<« aflerted the inalienable rights of 
*« confcience, and private judg- 
** ment." '' Though his fituatioa 
*< might excite the pity, his argu- 

'* ments 
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^* ments could never reach the un-: 
" derftanding, either of the philo- 
*• fophic, or of the believing part of 
** the Pagan world.'* How is this. 
Sir ? are the arguments for liberty 
of confcience, fo exceedingly inc6n« 
duHve, that you think them incaw 
pable of reaching the underftand- 
ing, even of philofophers ? A cap« 
tious adverfary would embrace 
with avidity, the opportunity this 
paflage affbrds him, of blotting 
your chara£ter with the odious 
ilain of being a periecutor; a ftain; 
which no learning can wipe out, 
which no genius or ability can 
render amiable. I am far from 
entertaining fuch an opinion of 
your principles ; but this concluflon 
feems fairly dedudble from vrhat 

you 
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;0u have iaid, •^ that thtmn6mjcif 
the Pagans, were ib pre-occupiedr 
with the notions of forcing, and* 
bating, and puni0ung thofe, wha 
differed from them in religion, diafr. 
ai^uments for the inalienable rightt 
of conicience, which would have 
convinced, yourfelf and every phi^ 
Ipfopher in Europe,, and daggered 
the refolution of an inquifitor, were 
Vicapable of reaching their under-r 
ftandings, or making any impref^ 
fion on the^ hearts^ and yoti 
might, perhaps, have ipared your-f 
felf fomc perplexity, in the invefti- 
gation of ih^ motives, which i(v» 
dMCdd the Roman emperors topeit 
i|ccute, and t^ Rcu^an pei^ ta 
hate the Chri^ians, if y<Hi had. nol 
ovcdopk^d the true one> and adopc-^ 

ed 
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td with too grcac faciUcy9 the er^ 
roneoua idea of die extreme u>l^ 
cancc of Pagan Rome. 

The Chtiftians, you obfervew' 
were accufed of atheifm : -— * and ti^ 
muft be owned, that they were tbo 
greatefl; of all atheifts, in the opH 
nion of the poly theifta ; for, inftead 
of Hefiod's thirty thoufand goda^ 
they could not be brought to ac« 
knowledge above onev and even 
that one they refuled, at the hazard 
of their lives, to blafpheme with 
the appellation of Jupiter, But i^ 
it not fotnewhat fingylar, that the 
pretenfions of the Chriftians to a 
conftant intercourie with fuperior 
beings, in the working of miracles^ 
ftould have been a principal caufe 
of converting to their faith, thofe 

who 
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who branded them with the impu-' 
tation of atheifm ? ' 

They were accufed too, of form- 
ing dangerous confpiracies againft 
the ftate : — This accufation, you 
own, was as unjuft as the preced- 
ing; but there feems to have btea 
a peculiar hardfliip in the fituation 
of the Chriftiansj fince the very 
fame men, who thought them dan- 
gerous to the ftate, on account of 
their confpiraciesjcondemned them, 
as you have obferved, for not inter- 
fering in it's concerns; for their 
criminal difregard to the bufine($ 
of war and government ; and for 
their entertaining doftrincs, which 
were fuppofed ** to 'prohibit them 
♦* from affuming the charafter of 
** foldiers, of magiftrates, and of 

** princes:" 
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<< princes:*' Men fuch as thefe, 
would have made but poor confpip 
rators* 

They were accufed, laftly, of the 
moft horrid crimes : — This accu* 
fation, it is cpnfeiled, was mere 
calumny; yet, as calumny is ge** 
nerally more extenfive in it's influ- 
ence, than truth, perhaps this ca« 
lumny might be more powerful in 
flopping the progrefs of Chrifti- 
anity, than the virtues of the Chri- 
ftians were in promoting it: and 
in truth, Origen obferves, that the 
Chriftians, on account of the crimes 
which were malicioufly laid to their 
charge, were held in fuch abhor* 
rence, that no one would fo mi}ch 
as fpeak to them. It may be 
worth while to remark from him, 

thit 



cthiC'tbe Jews^ m the vaj bcgtr^ 
«tog of: Chriftiaiiityi: wtre the ui^ 
thors of all th<^ calumnies^ which 
dCelfoa af(t^vtt^ds took itich great 
^fcHghi iiiurg^ng igainft tbi Chri- 
^iansy and /iR^hkJk you Imve woca^ 
4ioned wtdk &ch great preofioOk* 
* It is Ao improbable ftippofidtoiH 
*that the xludeftine maooer^ m 
iH^btch tba po^&cutiitg %irit o£ thi? 
» Jews 

• Videtur miW fcciflc idem Celfus, 

i^Md Jud8»^ ^di Alb ChriftiinlAkix int- 

tium errorem iparfere,. qua$i ejus fe^fe 

bomines itiadati pderi l^fcerehtur earn!- 

bus; ft quod* qooneareis iibeat operajn 

dare occuIti$ libidiRibus, extindto lumine 

itbtiftuprct, qa^m q'difque inaftos^ fuerh. 

•Q^ falfi et, iiiqihi opinio dudmn valde 

tnultos a religione nollra alienos tenuit ; 

'petkikfySf dudd tale* finr Chriftiani; ct^ 

.hoc te;nponi nonnullo& falHc i quia ea de 

caufa Chriftlanos avcrfantur, ut ncc fim- 

'p\iic tolloquium cum th bab^r^ Telin^c. 

Orig. con. Cel. Lib. vx^ 



Jews and GtntUeg, obliged tist 
Chriftians to celebrate their Eu^ 
t^harifty together with the! ^xpref* 
&ns of eating the body, and drink* 
kig the blood of Girift, which were 
Ti&d in it's inftitudon, and the 
cuftom (^impardng a kifs of cha* 
jrity to each otber» and of calling 
each other by the appellations of 
tnrother and fifter,* gave occaflbns 
CO their enemies to invent, and in- 
duced carekls obfcrvers to believe, 
^1 the odious things which were 
iaid againft the Chriftians. 
• You have difplaycd at lengthy 
in expreffive ditftion, the accufa- 
tions of the enemies of Chriffianitvt 
and you have told us, of the im- 
prudent 

» • Tkc Romans ufcd thefc expreffions; 
in. Co impure a fenfe, that Martial calls. 
tKem» Nomina nequiora- Lib.II.Epig.iv^ 
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prudent defence, by which thfe 
Chrifttans vindicated the purity of 
their morals ; and you have hud<- 
died up in a fhort note^ (which 
many a reader will never fee) the 
teftimony of Pliny to their inno- 
cence i permit me to do the Chri- 
ftians a little juftice, by producing 
in their caufe the whole truth. 

Between fevcnty and eighty 
years after the death of Chriftj 
Pliny had occafion to confult the 
emperor Trajan, concerning the 
manner, in which he ihould treat 
the Chrlftiansi it feems as if there 
had been judicial proceedings a- 
gainft them, though Pliny had ne* 
ver happened to attend any of them^ 
He knew, indeed, that men were 
to be punilhed for being Chriftians, 
i or 
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or he would not, as a fenfible>ma<* 
giftrate, have received the. accuia- 
tions of legal, much lefs of illegal, 
anonymous informers againft chenn 
nor would he, before he wrote to 
the emperor, have put to death 
thofe, whom his threats could not 
hinder from perfevering in their 
confeffion, that they were Chri* 
fljans. His harfh manner of pro- 
ceeding '* in an office the moft re« 
^'pugnant to his humanity," had 
made many apoftadze from their 
profeffion; perfons of this com- 
plexion,, were well fitted to inform 
him of every thing they knew 
concerning the Chriftians ; accord- 
ingly, he examined them ; but not 
one of them accufed the Chrifti- 
ans of any other crime, than of 

N pr^y- 
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praying to Chrift, as to fome God^ 
and of Unding themfUres by aa 
oadi, not CO be giriHjr of aiijr 
wickedne& Not coneentcd wkh 
dris infbrmfltion, he put two maid 
ferrantd, wh'ich were callecl mkA^ 
ftersi to the tortuft; but e^en the 
rack, could not extoit from the 
imbecility of the fex, a confeflion 
of any crime, any account diffiaent 
from that which the Apoftaies had 
voluntarily given} not a word do 
we find of their feafting upon mur- 
dered iniantSy or of their mixing in 
inceftuous commerce; After all 
his pains, Pliny pronounced the 
meal of the Chriftians to be pr$^ 
mifcuous and innocent: perfons of 
both fexcs, of all ages, and of every 
condition, aflembled promifcuouOy 

to- 
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together: there was nothing for 
chaftity to blulh at, or for huma- 
nity to Ihuddcr at, in thefe meec- 
ings; there was no fecrec initia- 
tion of profclytes by abhorred rites ^ 
but they eat a promifcuous meal in 
Chriftian charity, and with the moft 
perfeift innocence.* 

Whatever faults then, the Chri- 

ftians may have been guilty of in 

after times i though you could pro- 

N 2 duce 



* — afiirmabant auiem, hanc ftiilTe 
fummam vel culpx (ax, vel erroris, qaod 
elTefltfoUti ftato die ante iacem conrenire: 
cannenque Chrillo, quali Dco> dicerc fe- 
cum invicem : fequc facramento non iv 
yielui aliqaod obftnngere, fed ne furta, ne 
latracinia, ne adulteria commiitercnc, ne 
fidem fallereni, ne depofitnin appellati 
abnegarent: t^uibua peraftis, morem libi 
difcedenili fitilFe, rurfurqiie cocundi ad 
capiendum ctbum, pnmi/aiam tamen, ft 
Flin. Epif. xcvii. Lib, x. 
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duce to us a thoufand ambitious 
prelates of Carthage, or fenfual 
ones of Antiochy and blot ten 
thoufand pages with the impurities 
of the Chriftian clergy •, yet at this 
period, whiift the memory of Chrift 
and his Apoftles, was frefh in thoir 
minds; or, in the more emphatic 
language of Jerome, " whiift the 
** blood of our Lord wafs warni, 
" and recent faith' wafe fervent in 
« the believers ;" we have the great- 
eft reafon to conclude, that they 
were eminently diftinguifhed for 
riie probity and the purity of their- 
lives. Had there been but a fha- 
dow of a crime in their affemblies, 
it muft have been detefted by the 
induftrious fearch of the intelli- 
gent Pliny ; and it is a matter of 

real 
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real furprife, that no one of the 
apoftatcs, thought of paying comt 
to the governor, by a falfe tefd- 
mony ; efpccially, as the apoftaqr 
feemis to have been exceeding gi- 
neral; fmcc the temples, which 
had been aknoft deferted, began 
again to be frequented; and the 
vi£tims, for which a litde time be- 
fore, fcarce a purchafcr was to be 
found, began again every where to 
be bought up. This, Sir, is a 
valuable teftimohy in our favour; 
it is not that of a declaiming apo- 
logia, of a deluding prieft, or of a 
deluded martyr, of an orthodox 
bifliop, or of any " of the moft 
.** pious of men" the Chriftians ; 
but k is that of a Roman magi- 
flxate, philofopher, and lawyer; 

N 3 who 
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who cannot be foppofed to lwi¥e 
wanted inclination to deteA the 
munoralities, or the oonffKracies of 
the Chf iftians ; fince, in his treac* 
mcnt of them, he had ftrttched the 
authority of his office, and violated 
alike the laws of his country, and 
of humanity. 

With this teflknony, I wiU con- 
dudft my remarks ; for I have no 
difpofition to bkdiLen the charafter 
you hare g^ven of Ncrov or to 
leflen die humamty of the Roman 
magiftraies; or to magnify tht 
number ^ Chriftians> or of mar- 
tyrs; 09 to undertake the defence 
of a &w fuiadca, who by thehr 
iBJudicious zeaty brought nun upon 
themfelves^ and di%:ace upon their 
profeflion. I may not probably 

have 
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have convinced you, that you are 
wrong in any thing, which you 
have advanced ; or that the authors 
you have quoted, will not fupport 
you in the inferences, you have 
drawn from their works; or that 
Chrlftianity ought to be diftin- 
guifhed from it's corruptions; yet 
I may, perhaps, have hod the good 
fortune to leiTen, in the minds of 
others, feme of thst diflike to the 
Chriftian rehgion, which the peru* 
1^1 of your book had unhappily 
excited. I have touched but upon 
general topics ; for I Ihould have 
wearied out your patience, to lay 
nothing of my readers', or my own, 
had I enlarged upon every thing 
in which I dillent from you -, and 
a minute examination of your 
N 4 work 
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work would, moreover, have had 
the appearance of a captious dif- 
pofickm, to defcend into iliiberal 
perfohalities ; and might have pro- 
duced a certain acrimony of fenti- 
ment or expreflion, which may be 
fervtceable in fupplying the place 
of ailment, or adding a zeft to a 
dull compofition; but has nothing 
to do with the inveftigation of truth. 
Sorry fhall Ibe^ if what I have 
written, fhould give the leaft inters 
jruption to the prolecution of the 
great work, in which you are en- 
gaged ; the world is now pofiefl^d 
of the opinion of us both, upon 
the fubjedt in queftion ; and it may, 
perhaps, be proper for us both to 
leave it in this ftate ; I fay not this, 
^qm any b^ckwardnefs to acknow- 
ledge 
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ledge my miftakes, when I am 
convinced that I am in an error; 
but to expreis the almofl: infupe- 
rable relu6tance, which I feel to the 
bandying abufive argument, in 
public coRtroverfy: It is not, in 
good truth, a difficult tsdk^ tx> 
chaftife the froward petulance <^ 
thoie^ who miftake perfonal invec- 
tive for reafoning, and clumfy 
banter for ingenuity y but it is a 
dirty bufinefs at bed, and fhould 
never be undertaken by a man of 
any temper, except when; the inte^ 
refts of truth may. fuflfer by his 
negleft. Nothing of this nature, 
I am fenfible, is to be expe«5led 
from you ; and if any thing of the 
kind has happened to efcape my- 
Jclf, I hereby difclaim the intention 

of 
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of faying it^ and AMitily wUh ic 
uniaid* 

Will you permit mc. Sir, 
tbrougb this chaonel, (I may not, 
per|is^9 have another fo good aa 
opportunity of doing i^,) to addrefs 
g few words? not to yourfelf, but 
to a fet of men, who difturb aU 
jdrious company with their profane 
declamation againft Chriftianity; 
and who having picked up in 
dieir travels, or the writings of the 
deUts, a few flimfy <^e&ion3» 
iiife& with their ignorant and irre- 
vcvem; ridicule, the ing^uous minds 
of the rifiog generation. 



kUNl 



I '03 ] 



I 



I 



Gentlemen, 

Suppofe the mighty work, accom- 
pliflied, the croft trampkd upon, 
Chriftianity every where profcribed, 
and the religion of nature once 
more become the religtmi of Eu- 
rope i what advantage will you 
have derived to your country, or to 
yourfelves, from the exchange ? 
I know your anfwcr— you will have 
freed the world from the hypocrify 
of Priefts, and the tyranny of Super- 
ftition. — No ; you forget that Ly- 
curgiis, and Numa, and Odin, and 
Mango-Copac, and all the great 
legiflators of ancient or modem 
ftory, have been of opinion, chat 
the affairs of civjl fociety could not 
-well be conducted without famt 
reli- 
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reKgion ; you muft of necelfity 
introduce a priefthbod, with, pro- 
bably, a^ much hypocrify ; a reli- 
^on, with', affuredly, more fuper- 
fiition, than that which you now 
reprobate with fuch indecent and 
ilUgrounded contempt. But I will 
tell youy from what you will have 
freed the world; you will have 
fteed it from it*s abhorrence of vice, 
and from every powerful incentive 
to virtue ; you will, with the reli- 
gion, have brought back the de* 
praved morality, of Paganifm ; you 
will have robbed mankind of their 
firm aifurance of another life ; and 
thereby you will have defpoiled 
them of their patience, of. their 
humility, of their charity, of their 
cbaflity, of all thofe mild and 

filent 
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fileht virtues, wWch (however dc- 
iptcable they may appear in your 
eyes) are the only ones, which me- 
liorate and fublime our nature^ 
which Paganifm never knew, whicb 
fpring from Chriftianity alone, 
which do or might conftitptje our 
comfot:t in this life, and -without 
the pofieflion of which, another 
life, if after all there fhould bap- 
pen to be one, mud (unlefs a mi- 
racle ' be exerted in the alteration 
of our difpofition) be more vicious 
and more miferable than this is. 

Perhaps you will ^ contend, that 
the uhiverfal light of reafbni that 
the truth and fitnefs of things, are 
of themfelves, fulEcient to eicalt 
the nature, and regulate the man- 
ners of mankind. Shall we never 

have 
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have done with this groundiefii 
G(»nmendadon of natural kw? 
Look into the firft chapter of Paul's 
Epiftle to the Romans, and you 
will iee the extent of it's influence 
over the Gentiles of thofe days ; or 
if you diflike Paul's authority, and 
the manners of antiquity; loc^ 
into the more admired accounts of 
modern Voyagers-, and examine it's 
influenceoverthePsigansofourown 
rimes, over the fenfud inbd>itant8 
of Ottahdte, over the Cannibals of 
New Zeland, or the remoifeleis 
Savages of America. But thele 
men are Barbarians«-~Your law of 
nature^ notwithftanding, extends 
even to them : — but they have miC* 
u(ed their reaibn; -~ they have then 
the more need of^ and would bo 

the 
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the more thaokfulfor thatfordatiocti 
which you, wkh an ignorant and 
faftidious felf-fuflSciency deem ufe« 
kfs. «^ But, they might of chenw 
fdres, if they thoo^t fit, become 
wife and virtuous. -*<- 1 anfwer 
with Ckefo, tti niUliniir^, iUr$m 
nem» valeal^ om nemovakre fufffa^ 
Jk nw inteSigo quid inttrfit^ $unm 
nmojUfitpunsy an nm$ iffe fqffit^ 
Thefe however, you will thinks 
are extraordinary inftanoes; and that 
we ought not from thefe, to take 
par meafure oi the exceQenq^ of 
die law of nature; but rather from 
the dvifized ftates of China and 
Japan^ or from the nations which 
flouriihed in learning and in artS) 
before Chriftianity was heard of in 
the world. You mean to %, that 

by 
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by^the law of nature, which yoa 
are defirous of fut^cuting in the 
room of the s^>lpel, you do not 
underftand thofe rules of conduA, 
which an individual,abftra£i:ed from 
the community, and deprived of 
the inftitution of mankind, could 
excogitate for himfelf ; but fuch a 
fyftem of precepts, as the moft 
enlightened men of the moft en- 
lightened ages, have recommended 
to our obfervance. Where do you 
find this fyftem ? We cannot meet 
with it in the works of Stobasus^ 
or the Scythian Anacharfis, nor in 
thofe of Plato or of Cicero, nor in 
thofe of the Emperor Antoninus, 
or the flave Epidetus ; for we are 
perfuaded, that the mod animated 
confiderations of the ^(cttov, and 
a the 
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the honejium^ of the beauty of 
virtue, and the fitnefs of things, are 
not able to furnifh, even a Brutus 
himfelf, with permanent. principles 
of a£tion \ much lefs are they able^ 
to purify the polluted recefles oi a 
vitiated heart, to curb the irregula* 
rity of appetite, or reftrain the im« 
petuolity of paflion in common: 
men. If you order us to eicamine 
the works of Grotius, or PufFendorf, 
of Burlamaqui, or Hutchinfon^ for 
what you underftand by the law of 
nature ; we apprehend that you are. 
in a great error, in taking your 
notions of natural law, as diicove*: 
rable by natural reafon, from the 
elegant fyftems erf it, which have 
been drawn up by Chridian Philo* 
fophers ; fince they have all laid 

O their 



their foundadons, either tacitly 
exprcfsly^ upon a principle derived, 
from rcvclatioA, A thorough know-^ 
ledge of the Being and attributes 
Qf God : and even thofe among(t 
yourfclves, who^ reje^ng Chriftiw 
anity ftill continue Theifts, are 
indebted to revelation (whether youk 
arc either aware of, or difpofed ta, 
adcnowledge the debt, or not) for 
diofe fiiblime fpeculations concern^ 
ing the Deity, whidji you havdS 
fondly attribCiced to the excdlenc/ 
of your own unaflifted reafon. li^ 
you would know the real genius o£ 
natural law, and how far it caiV 
proceed in the inveiligation or 
caiforcement^ of moral duties ; you^ 
muft confuk the manners and the 
writings of thofe, who have never 

heard 



heard of either iht Jewiflt or thi 
Chriftian difpenfation, or of thofe 
other manifeflations of himfelf^ 
which God vouchfafed to Adam 
And to the Patriairchs, before and 
after the flood. ^ It would be dif& 
cult perhaps any where, to find a 
people entirely deftitute of tradition 
nary notices coocerniog a Deity^ 
and of traditionary fears or txpeQ:^ 
ations of another life; and the ttuu 
rals of mankind may have, perhaps, 
been no where quite fo abandoned, 
a$ they would have been, had they 
been left wholly to thenifelves in 
thefe points : however, ii is a truth, 
^hich cannot be denied, how much 
Ibever it may be. lamented, that 
tJiough die generality of mankind 
Iwfe always had fbme faint con- 

2. ception^ 
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ceptions of God, and his provi- 
dence ; yet they have been always 
greatly inefficacious in the pro^ 
dudtion of good morality, and 
highly derogatory to his nature» 
amongft all the people of the earthy 
except the Jews and Chriftians ^ 
and fome may perhaps be defirous 
of excepting the Mahometans, who. 
derive all that is good in thmKoram 
from ChrifUanity. 

The laws concerning juftice^ 
and the reparation of damages> 
concerning the fecurity of propertyji 
and the performance of contra<5ts; 
toncerning^ in fiiort,. whatever af- 
fefts the wellbeing of civil fociety^ 
have been every where underftood 
with fufficient precifion; and if 
you choofe to fiile Juftinian's code^ 



z code of natural law, though yon 
will err againft propriety of fpeech,' 
yet you are fo far in the right, that 
natural reafon difcovered, and the 
depravity of human nature compel- 
led human kind, to eftablifh by 
proper fandtions the laws therein 
contained; and you will have 
moreover Carneades, no mean 
Philofopher, on your fide-, who 
knew of no law of nature, different 
from that which men had inftituted 
for their common utility; and 
which was various according to the 
manners of men in different cli- 
mates, and changeable with a 
change of times in the fame. And 
in truth, in all countries where 
Paganifm has been the eftablifhed 
reli^on, though a phibfophcr may 

O 3 now 
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now and then have ftepped beyond 
the paltry prefcript of civil junf-^ 
prudence, in his purfuit of virtue ^ 
yet the bulk of mankind have^ 
ever been contented with that fcan- 
ty pittance of morality, which en- 
abled them to efcape the Ia(h of 
civil puniQiment : I call it a fcanty 
pittance; becaufe a man may be 
intemperate, iniquitous, impious^ 
a thoufand ways a profligate and a 
villain, and yet elude the cogni* 
zance, and avoid the puniihment 
of civil laws. 

I am fenfibfe, you will be ready 
to fay, what is all this to the pur- 
pofe ? though the bulk of mankind 
may never be able to inveftigate 
the laws of natural religion, nor 
difpofcd to reverence their fanftions 

when 
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-when inveftigated by others,^ nor 

• • • 

ibiicitous about any other ftandard 
of moral reditude, than civil legif- 
lation J yet the inconveniences which 
may attend the extirpation of 
Chriftianity, can be no proof of 
it's truth. — I have not produced 
them, as a proof of it's truth ^ hunt 
they are a ftrong and conclufive 
proof, if not of it's truth, at leaft 
of it*s utility \ and the condderatjiopL 
of it's utility, may be a motive to 
yourlelves for examining, whether 
it may not chance to be true; and 
it ought to be a reafon with every 
good citizen, and with every man 
of found judgment, to keep his 
opinions to himfelf, if from any 
particular circumftances in his 
itudies or in his education) he fhould 

o 4 have 
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have the misfortune to think that 
it is not true. If you can difcover 
to the rifing generation, a better 
religion than the Chriftian, one 
that vnll more efFeftually animate 
their hopes, and fubdue their paC- 
iions, make them better men or 
better members of fociety, we im- 
portune you to publifh it for their 
advantage*, but till you can do that^ 
we beg of you, not to give the 
reins to their paflions, by inftilling 
into their unfufpicious minds your 
pernicious prejudices : even now, 
men fcruple not, by their lawlels 
luft, to ruin the repofe of private 
families, and to fix a (tain of infa- 
my upon the nobleft : even now, 
they hefitate not, in lifting up a 
murderous arm againft the life of 

their 
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their friend, or againft their own, as 
often as the fever of intemperanoejl 
ftimulates their relenttnent ; or the 
fatiety of an ufelefs life excites their 
defpondcncy : even now, whilit we 
are perfuaded of a refufredion from 
the dead, and oiz judgment to comty 
we find it difficult enough to refift 
the folicitations of fenfe, and to 
efcape unfpotted from the licenti- 
ous manners of the world : But 
what will become of our virtue, 
what of the confequent peace and 
happincfs of fociety, if you pcr- 
fuade us, that there are no fuch 
things ? in two words, — you may 
ruin yourfclves by your attempt, 
and you will certainly ruin your 
country by your fuccefs. 

But the confideration of the in- 
utility 



Utility of ycxir defign, is not the onl5f 
one, which fhould induce you tp 
abandon it; the argument a tut4 
ought to be warily managed, or it 
Qiay tend to the filencing our op- 
j>ofidon to any fyftem of fuperlU- 
tion, which has had the good for- 
tune to be fanAified by public aur 
thority ; it is, indeed, liable to nq 
cbjedion in the prefent cafe; we 
do not, however, wholly rely upon 
it's cogency. It is not contended, 
that Chriftianity is to be received, 
merely becaufe it is ufeful; but 
becaufe it is true. This you deny, 
and think, your objeflions well 
grounded; we conceive them ori,. 
gnating in your vanity, your im- 
morality, or your mifapprehenfion. 
There are many worthlcfs doc- 

trines. 
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trlnes, many fuperf^inous obfcrv- 
ances, which the fraud or folly of 
mankind have every where annex- 
ed toChriftianity, (efpecially in the 
church of Rome,) as eflential parts 
of it ; if you talce thefe forry ap- 
pendages to Chrittianity, forChrif- 
lianicy itfelf, as preached by Chrift, 
and by the Apoftles; if you con- 
found the Roman,with theChriftian 
rehgion, you quite mifapprehend 
it's nature; and are in a ftaEefimilar 
to that of men, mentioned by Plu- 
tarch, in his treacife of fuperftitiooi 
who flying from fiiperfl:icion, leapt 
over religion, and funk into down^a 
right Atheifm.* — Chriftianity is 

HOC 

• Le Papifmc, fays Helvetioa in a 

Pofthumom Work, n'ell aux yeax d'aa 

bojDme kaie qu'une pure idolatrie — noui 

fommct 
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not a religion very palatable to a 
voluptuous age; it will not conform 
it's precepts to the ftandard of 
fafliion ; it will not Icffen the de- 
formity of vice by lenient appella- 
tions; but calls keeping, whore- 
dom ; intrigue, adultery ; and du* 
filing, murder -; it will not pander 
the luft, it will not licence the intem- 
perance of mankind ; it is a trouble- 
fome monitor to a man of pleafure; 
and your way of life may have made 

you 

fommes etonnes de 1' abfurdite de la reli- 
gion paienne. Celic de la religion Papiftc 
ctonnera bien d'avantage unjour lapolle- 
Hi^. — We truft, that day is not at a great 
diftance, and deifm will then be buried in 
the rains of the church of Rome ; for the 
taking the fuperftition,the avarice, the am- 
|}ition, the intolerance of Antiohriflianifm 
For Chriflianity, has been the great error* 
upon which infidelity has built it's fyflemj 
both dt home and abroad. 
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you quarrel with your religion. — 
As to your vanity, a» a caulie of 
your infidelity, fuficr me to pro- 
duce the ientiments of M. Bayle 
upon that head -, if the deicription 
dqes not fuit your character, you 
will not be offended at it ^ and if 
you are offended with it's freedom^ 
it will do you good. •« This in- 
** clines me to believe, that Liber- 
•* tines, like Des-Barreaux, are not 
** gready perfuaded of the truth of 
** what they fay. They have made 
•** no deep examination; they have 
** learned fome few objeftions, which 
*' they are perpetually making a 
*^noife with; they fpeak from a 
" principle of oftentation, and give 
«* themfelves the lie in the time of 
** danger, — Vanity has a greater 



^ihttt m their difputes, than ooh- 

^ fciencc; they imagine, that the 

** fingularky and boldncfe of the 

•* opinions which they maintain, 

•* will'givc diem the reputation of 

♦^ men of parts :— by degrees, they 

** get a habit of holding impidus 

** difi:x>urfes ; and if their vanity be 

^ acxx>mpahicd by a voluptuous life, 

^* their progrefs in that road is the 

••fwifter/** 

The main ftrefs of your object 

tions, r:efts not upon the infuffi^ 

ciency of the external evidence to 

the truth of Chriftianity, for few of 

you, though you may become the 

future ornaments of the fenate, or 

of the bar, hav€ ever employed an 

hour in it's examination^ but upon 

the 

♦ Bayte, Hift, Dift. AxU Des-Barreaux. 
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ilie difficulty of the doftrines, cew? 
f^ned m the new teftament : they 
exceed, you fay, your comprehen- 
fionj and you felicitate yourfelves^ 
tiiat you are not yet arrived at the 
true ftandard of orthodox faith,— 
€redo quia impojftbik. You think^ 
it would be taking a fuperfluous 
trouble, to inquire into the nature 
©f the external proofs, by whicb 
Ghriftianity is eftabliftied •, fmce, in 
your opinion, the book itfelf car- 
ries with it it*i own refutation. A 
gentleman as acute, probably, a^ 
any of you j and who once believ- 
ed, perhaps, as little as any of youi. 
has drawn a quite different xonclu- 
fion from the perufal of the new 
Teftament-, his book (however 
exceptionable it may be thought in 
fbme particular parts) eK^ibitSy not 

only 
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only a . diftinguilhed triumph of 
reafon over prejudice, of Chriftia- 
nity over Dcifm ; but it exhibits,^ 
what is infinitely more rare, the 
charafter of a man, who has had 
courage and candour enough to 
acknowledge it,* 

But what if there Ihould be fome 
incomprehenfible dodrines in the 
Chriftian religion; fome circum- 
ftances, which in their caufes, or 
their confequences, furpafs the reach 
of human reafon; are they to be 
rejedted upon that account? You 
are, or would be thought, mtn of 
reading, and knowledge, and en- 
larged underftandings ; weigh the 
matter fairly; and confider whether 
revealed religion be not, in this re- 

fpeft, 

• See A View of the Internal Evidence, 
kCp ^y Soame Jenyns. 
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Ipeft, jufl: upon the fame footing, 
with every other objeft of yout 
contemplation. Even in mathe- 
matics, the fcience of demonftra- 
tion itfelf, though you get over it's 
firft principles, and learn to digeft 
the idea of a point without parts, 
ft line without breadth, and a fur* 
face without thicknefs •, yet you 
^irill find yourlclves at a lofs tcJ 
comprehend the perpetual approxi* 
tnation of lines, which can never 
meet; the doftrine of incommen- 
furables, and of an infinity of infi- 
nites, each infinitely greater, or 
infinitely lefs, not only than any 
finite quantity, but than each otheri 
In phyfics, you cannot comprehend 
the primary caufe of any thing; 
not of the light, by which ybU fte % 

P nor 
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nor of the dafticity of the air^ bf 
which you hear i nor of the fire, 
by which you are warmed. In 
phyfiology, you cannot tell, what 
firfl: gave motion to the heart; 
nor»what continues it ; nor why it-s 
motion is le(s voluntary, than that 
of the lungs ; nor why you are 
able to move your arm, to the 
right or left, by a fimple volition : 
you cannot explain the caufe of 
animal heat; nor comprehend the 
principle, by which your body was 
at' firft formed, nor by which it 
is fuftained, nor by which it will 
be reduced to earth. In natural 
religion, you cannot comprehend 
the eternity or omniprefence of the 
; Deity ; nor eafily undcrftand, how 
his prefcience can be confiftent 

with 
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with your freedom, or his immu- 
tability with his government of 
moral agents; nor why he did not 
make all his creatures equally per- 
feftj nor why he did not create 
them (boner: In fhorc, you can- 
not look into any branch of know- 
ledge, but you will meet with fub- 
jefts above your comprehenfion. 
The fall and the redemption of hu- 
man kind, are not more incom- 
prehenfible, than the creation and 
the confervation of the univerfej 
the Infinite Author of the works 
of providence, and of nature, is 
equally infcrutable, equally pad: our 
finding out in them both. And ic 
is fomewhat remarkable, that the 
deepeft inquirers into nature, have 
ever thought with moll reverence, 
p z and 
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and rpoken with tnofl: diffidence, 
concerning thofe things, which in 
revealed religion, may feem hard 
to be underibood ; they have ever 
avoided that felf-fufficiency of 
knowledge, which fprings from 
ignorance, produces indifference^ 
and ends in infidelity. Adnyrable 
to this purpofe, is the refleftion of 
the greatefl: mathematician of the 
prefent age, when he is combating 
an opinion of Newton's, by an hy- 
potbefis of his own, ftill lefs defen* 
fible than that which he oppofesi 
«-«Tous les jours que je vois de 
t& ^fprits-forts, qui critique lea 
Verites de not re religion, et s'en 
mocquent meme avec la plus im-> 
perdnente fuffifance, je penfe, che- 
XA mortels ! combien et combien 

des 
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des chofes fur lefquels vous raiibn- 
nez fi legerement, font elles plus 
fablimes, ct plus eleves, que celles 
fur Icfquelles Ic grand Newton 
s'egarc fi grofliercment.* 

Plato mentions a fet of men, 
who were very ignorant, and 
thought themfelves fuprcmely wife ; 
and who rejefted the argument for 
the being of a God, derived from 
the harmony and order of the uni- 
verfe, asold and trite •, J there have 
been men, it feems, in all ages, 
who in afFeding Angularity, have 
overlooked truth: an argument, 
however, is not the worfe for being 
old ; and furely it would have been 
a. more juft mode of reafoning, if 
you had examined the external evi- 

p 3 dence 

• Eulcr. t Dc Leg. Lib, x. 
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4cnce for the truth of Chriftianity^ 
weighed the old arguments from 
miracles, and from prophecies, be« 
fore you had rejefted the whole 
account from the difEculties you 
met with in it. You would laugh 
at an Indian, who in peeping into 
a hiftory of England, and meeting 
with the mention of the Thames 
being frozen, or of a fhower of 
hail, or of fnow, ihould throw the 
book afidc, as unworthy of his fur- 
ther notice, from his want of ability 
to comprehend thefe pha^nomena. 
In confidering the argument from 
miracles, you will foon be con- 
vinced, that it is poffiblc for God 
to work miracles ; and you will be 
convinced, that it is as poflible for 
human teilimony, to eftablilh the 

truth 
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truth of miraculoust as of phy fical 
or hiftorical events; but before 
you can be convinced, that the 
miracles in queftion, are fupported 
by fuch teftimony, as deferves to 
be credited, you mufl: inquire at 
what period, and by what perfons, 
the books of the old and new Tefta- 
menc were compofed; if you rcjeft 
theaccount, without making this ex- 
amination, you rejeft it from pre- 
judice, not from reafon. 

There is, however, a fhort me- 
thod of examining this argumentf 
which may, perhaps, make as great 
an imprelEon on your mir^s, as 
any other. Three men of diftin- 
guifhed abilities, rofe up at differ- 
ent times, and attacked Chriftianity 
with every objeftion which their 

p 4 ma- 
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malice could fuggeft, or theii? 
learning could devifc ; but nekher 
Celfus in the fecond century, nojr 
Porphyry in the third, nor the em- 
peror Julian himfelf in the fourth 
century, ever queftioned the reality 
of the miracles related in the Gof- 
pels. Do but you grant us, what 
thefe men (who were more hkely 
to know the truth of the matter^^ 
than you can be) granted to their 
adverfaries, and we will very rea- 
dily let you make the moft of the 
Magic, to which, as the laft 
wretched (hift^ they were forced to 
attribute them. We can find you 
men, in our days, who from the 
mixture of two colourlefs liquors, 
will produce you a third as red as 
blood, or of any other colour yoti 

dc- 
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delire ; & £B0 dsimsj by a drop 
refemUing water, will reflore the 
tranfparenqr ; they will make twd 
fluids coalefce into a iciid body; 
and firom the mixture of liquors 
colder than ice, will inftantly nufe 
you a horrid ezplofion and a tre« 
mendous flame : thefe, and twenty 
other tricks they will perform, with- 
out having been fent with our 
Sayk>ur to Egypt to learn magic ; 
i>ay, with a bottle or two of oil, 
they will compofe the undulations 
of a lake; and by a litdeart, they 
will rcftore the funftions of life to 
a man, who has been an hour or 
two under water, or a day or two 
buried in the fnow : but in vain 
will thefe men, or the greateft Ma- 
gician that Egypt ever faw, fay to 

a 
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a boifterous fea, Peace^ he ftiU'\ in 
vain will they fay to a carcaie rot- 
ting in the grave, Come forth j the 
winds and the Tea will not obey 
them, and the putrid carcafe will 
not hear them. You need not 
fufier yourfelves to be deprived of 
the weight of this argument, from 
it's having been obferved, that the 
Fathers have acknowledged the 
iupematural part of Paganifm^ 
fmce the Fathers were in no condi- 
tion to detef): a cheat, which wa3 
fupported both by the difpofition 
of the people, and the power of the 
civil magiftrate •,* and they were 
from that inability, forced to attri- 
bute to infernal agency, what was 
too cunningly contrived to be 

de- 
* See Ld Lyttlet. ObH on St.PauI. p.59« 
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dctefted, and contrived for too 
impious a purpofe, to be credited 
as the work of God. 
With rcfpeft to prophecy, you 
may, perhaps, have accuftomed 
yourfelves to confider it, as origi- 
nating in Afiacic ^nthudafm, in 
Chaldean myftery, or in the fubtle 
ftratagem of interefted Pricfts ; and 
have given yourfelves no more 
trouble concerning the predidions 
of facred, than concerning the ora- 
cles of Pagan hiftory. Or if you 
have ever call a glance upon this 
fubjeft, the diflenlions of learned 
men concerning the proper inter- 
pretation of the Revelation, and 
other difficult prophecies, may have 
made you raihly conclude, that all 
prophecies were equally unintel- 
ligible i 



ligible ; and more indebted for their 
accomplifhment, to a fortunate 
concurrence of events, and the 
pliant ingenuity of the expoCtor, 
than to the infpired forefight of 
the prophet. In all that the prophetg 
of the oldTeftament have delivered, 
concerning the deflruftion of par- 
ticular cities, and the defolation of 
particular kingdoms, you may fee 
nothing but fhrewd conjectures,, 
which any one acquainted with the 
hiftory of the rife and fall of em-' 
pires, might certainly have made : 
and as you would not hold him for 
a prophet, who fhould now affirm, 
that London or Paris would afford 
to future ages, a fpecl:acle juft as^ 
melancholy, as that which we now: 
contemplate, with a figh, in the ru- ; 

ias of Agfigentum or Palmyra ; fo 

ycu 
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you cannot perfuadc yourfelves td 
believe, chat the denunciations of 
the prophets againft the haughty 
cities of Tyre or Babylon, for in-» 
ftancc,proceeded from the infpirati- 
on of the Deity . There is no doubts 
that by fome fuch general kind of 
reafoning,^ many are influenced to 
pay no attention to an argument,; 
which, if properly confidered, car- 
ries with it the ftrongeft conviction. 
Spinoza faid, That he would have 
broken his atheiftic fyftem to 
pieces, and embraced without re- 
pugnance, the ordinary faith of 
Chriftians, if he could haveperfuad- 
ed himfclf of the refurredlion of 
Lazarus from the dead; and I 
queflion not, that there are many 
difbelievers, who would, relinquifh 

i their 
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their Deiftic tenets, and receive the 
gofpel, if they could perfuadethem* 
felves, that God had ever ib far 
interfered in the moral government 
of the worlds as to illumine the 
mind of any one man with the 
knowledge of future events. A 
miracle flrikes the fenies of tl^ 
perfons who fee it, a prophecy ad- 
dreiTes itfelf to the underftandings 
ofthofe who behold it's completion; 
and it requires, in many cafes fome 
learning, in all fome attention, to 
judge of the correfpondence of 
events with the predidions con* 
ccrning them. No one can be 
convinced, that what Jeremiah and 
the other prophets foretold of the 
fate of Babylon, that it (hould be 
befieged by the Medes; that it 

(houkl 
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ihould . be taken, "when her mighty 
men were drunken, when her 
fprings were dried up \ and that it 
ihould become a pool of water, 
and ihould remain defolate for ever ; 
no one, I fay, can be convinced, 
that all thefe, and other parts of 
the prophedc denunciation, have 
been minutely fulfilled, withouj: 
{pending fome time in reading the 
jaccounts, which profane Hiftorians 
have delivered down to us con- 
cerning it*s being taken by Cyrus ; 
and which modern travellers have 
^ven us of it's prefent fituatlon. 
Porphyry was fo perfuaded of th^ 
xoinddence between the prophecies 
jof Daniel and the events, that he 
was forced to affirm, the prophecies 
WQ« writteni after the things pro- 

phefied 
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phefied of had happened ; another 
Prophyry has, in our days, been 
fo a(loni(hed at the correlpon*- 
dence between the prophecy con* 
cerning the deftruftion of Jerufa^ 
lem, as related by St. Matthew, 
and the hiftory of that event, as 
recorded by Jofephus ; that rather 
than embrace Chriftianity, he has 
ventured (contrary to the faith of all 
ccclefiaftical hiftory, the opinion 
of the learned of all ages, and all 
the rules of good criticifm)to aflert^ 
that St. Matthew wrote his Gofpel 
after Jenifalem had been taken and 
deftroyed by the Romans. You ' 
may from thefe inftances perceive 
the ftrength of the argument from 
prophecy-, it has not been able, 
indeed to vanquifh the prejudices 

of 
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of cither the antient or the modem 
Porphyry ; but it has been able to 
compel them both, to be guilty of 
obvious falfehoods, which have 
hodiiog but impudent aflertions to 
fupport them. 

Some over-zealous interpreters 
of fcripture have found prophecies 
in (imple narrations, extended real 
predidions beyond the times and 
circumftances to which they natu^ 
rally were applied, and perplexed 
their readers with a thoufand quaiiflt 
•allulions and allegorical conceits; 
ihis proceeding has made men of 
fenfe pay left regard to prophecy 
in general ; there are fome predic- 
tions however, fuch as thofe con- 
eerning the prefent ftate of the 
Jcwifh people, and the corruptien 

CL of 
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of Chxi&knhy^ which are wmr 
{\$\6\ho% ia the world ; am} whkhr 
if you will take the trouble to C9^ 
amifie them» you wHl find of fiicb 
aa extraordioary nature, that yon 
will not perhaps helkate to le&r 
them to God as their author •» and 
if you onc^ become perfuaded oi 
the truth of any one nHracle^ or of 
the con){deti0ii of any one prophecy, 
you will refoli^e all your difficulties^ 
(concerning the manner of God's 
iiiteipofition, in the moral govern* 
ment of our fpedes^ and the nature 
of the dodtrines contained in reve* 
lation) into your Own inability 
fully to compreheiid die whole 
fcheme of divine proytdeoce. 
. We are told however, that ih^ 
ilrangeneis of the narration, and 

the 
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%h^ dificidcy of the da^rines c<m* 
takied in tiic new Ti^tfnefit^ are 
iKX the only circumftances which 
induce yoti to rc^fk it ; you have 
difcorered, you think, fo many 
€oiitradi£tions,ia the acoouats which 
the ETongelifts have given of the 
M& of Chrift, that you ara com- 
peHed to confider the whole as an 
ili-digefted and improbable dory. 

* 

You would not reafon thus, aipon 
Mf other occafion ; you would not 
rejefi: as fabulous the ^aorounta 
^en by Livy and Pdyhius of 
Hannibal and the Carthagiaians, 
though you ihoqld difcover a diffe- 
rence betwiflLt them in feveral points 
of little importance. You cannot 
compare the hiftory of the fame 
«rents ui <leltvered by any two 

0^2 hifto- 
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hiftorians, but you will meet with 
many circumftances; which,though 
mentioned by one, are either wholly 
omitted or differently related by 
the other ; and this obfervation is 
peculiarly applicable to biogra- 
phical writings : But no one ever 
thought of difbdieving the leading 
circumftances of the lives of Vi- 
tellius OF Vefpafkn, becaufe Taci- 
tus and Suetoniua did not in every 
thing correfpond in their accounts 
of thefe emperors y and if the me* 
moirs of the life and do£lrines of 
M. dc Voltaire himfelf, were fome 
twenty or thirty years after his 
death, to be delivered to the world 
by four of his moft intimate ac- 
quaintance; I do not apprehend 
that we fhould di (credit the whole^ 

o ac- 
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account of fuch an extraordinary 
man, by reafon of fome flight in- 
confiftences and contradi&ions^ 
which the avowed enemies of his 
name might change to discover in 
the feveral narrations. Though we 
Ihould grant you then, that the 
Evangelifts had fallen into fome 
trivial contradidtions, in what they 
have related concerning the life of 
Chrift ; y^et you ought not to draw 
any <>ther inference from our con- 
cellion, than that they had not 
plotted together, as cheats would 
have done, in order to give an un- 
exceptionable conflftency to their 
fraud. We are not however dif- 
pofed to make you any fuch con- 
jccffion i we will rather Ihew you 

Qw3 tbp 
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the futility of your general zrgc^ 
ment, by touching upon a few of 
the places, \?hich you think ara 
moft liable to your cenfurc. 

You obferve, that neither Luke^ 
nor Mark, nor John have ttitn^ 
tioned the crueky of Herod in 
itiurderitfg the infants of Bethleem; 
and that no account is to be found 
of this matter in Jolephtts^ whd 
wrote the life of Herod; ahd there* 
ftrc tlie ftSt ftcorded by M^thew 
is not true. — The c6ncurrent te-* 
ftirnony of many independent 
writers concerning a rrjatter of faflr, 
tinqueftionably adds to it*^ proba^ 
bilhy ; but if nothing is to be re* 
cdved as true, upon the t^ftimony 
6f a fingle Amhor,we iHuft give up 

fome 
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fomeof tbe teft writers, and dif- 
believe fome of the mod interefting 
f a£t8 <if ancient hiftory . 

According to Matthew^ Mark, 
^md Luke, ihtrt was only an in- 
ttrval of three iftonths, you fay, 
between the baptifm and crudfixt* 
Oh erf Jtfus; from which time 
taking away the forty days of the 
te^ptatton^ there will only remam 
about fix weeks for the whde pe- 
riod of his publk xniniftry ; which 
lafted however atcot^ing to St. 
John, at die lead above three years* 
«- Your objedUon fairly ftatdl 
Aands thuS) Matthew, Mark, and 
Lukei in writing the hiftory of Jefes 
Chrift, mention the feveral evmts 
4af hi% life, as foltowing oni ano^r 
in continued fuccefiion, without 

Q^ 4 tak- 
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taking notice of the dmes in which 
they happened; but is it a ju(t 
conclufion from their filence, ta. 
infer that there really were no in- 
tervals of time between the tranf*-. 
actions which they feem to have 
conne6ted ? many inftances might 
be produced from the moft admired 
Biographers of Antiquity, in which 
events are related, as immediately 
confequent to each other, which 
did npt happen but at very dillant 
periods : we have an obvious exam* 
pie of this manner of writing it 3t. 
Matthew; who conne(5b the preach-» 
ing of John the Baptift with the 
return of Jofeph from Egypt, 
though we are cert^n, that the 
latter event preceded the former by 
a great many years, 

John 
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John has faid nothing of the 
inftitation of the Lord's fupper; 
the other Evangelifts have faid 
nothing of the walhing of die difci- 
ples* feet : — What then ? are you 
not afhamed to produce thefe fads, 
as inftances of contradidion ? if 
omifiions are contradidlions, look, 
into the hiftory of the age of Louis 
the fourteenth, or into the general 
hiftory of M. de Voltaire, and you 
will meet with a great abundance 
ofcbntradidions. 

John, in mentioning the difcourie 
which Jefus had with his mother 
and his beloved difciple, at the 
time of his crucifixion, fays, that 
flie with Mary Magdalene, flood 
near the crofs; Matthew, on the 
Other handa fays, that Mary Mag* 

dalenQ 
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dalene and die odier women wtrc 
there, beholding afar off: this yoQ* 
think a manifeft contradiiXbn; and 
fcoffingly inquire, whether the 
women and the beloved dilciple, 
which were near the crofs, could 
be the faoie with thoie, who ftood^ 
£ir from the crofe? — It is difficult 
not to tranfgrefs the bounds. of 
moderation aad good manners^ in 
anfwering fudi ibphiltryi what I 
have you to learn^ that though die 
Evangelifts fpeak of the crucifixion^ 
ai of ofie event, it was not accom* 
|rfi(hod io one tnftant, but lafled 
ieveral hoursf Aodn^y the M^o^ 
men, who were at a diftance from 
the cro6, mtg^t not during it'a 
continuance^ draw near the crofs 9 
or from being qear the cmli,^ 

might 
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might fioc move from the crofs, is 
more than you can explain to either 
U69 or yourielves. And we take 
from you your only refuge, by de* 
nytng exprefsly, that the different 
Evangeiifts, in their mention of the 
women, fpeak of the ianoe point 
of time. 

The Evangelifts, you affirnn, 
ore fallen into grofs contradiAions, 
in their accounts of the appearances^ 
by which Jefus manifefted himfelf 
to bis dsfciples, after his refurrec* 
tion from the dead ; for Matthew 
Ipeaks of two, Mark of three^* 
Luke of two, and John of four. 
That contradiAory prc^ficions 
cannot be true, is readily granted; 
and if you will produce the place, 
in which Matthew fays, that Jefus 
c Chrift 
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Chrift appeared twice and no of- 
tener^ it will be further granted, 
that he is contradifted by John, in 
a very material part erf" his narra- 
tion; but till you do that, you 
xnuft excufe me, if I cannot grants 
that the Evangelifts have contra*- 
difted each other in this point ; for 
to common underftandings it is 
pretty evident, that if Chrift ap- 
peared four times, according to 
John's account, he muft have ap- 
peared twice, according to that of 
Matthew and Luke, and thrice, 
according to that of Mark. 

The diflferent Evangelifts arc 
not only accufed of comradifting 
^ach other, but Luke is faid to 
have contradidted himfelf; for in 
ius Gofpel he tells us, that Jcfus 



[ 253 ] 

atfcended into heaven from Bethany; 
and in the Ads of the Apoftles, of 
which he is the reputed author, he 
informs us, that he afcended from 
Mount Olivet. — Your objcdkion 
proceeds either from your igno- 
rtoce of geography, or your illwill 
to Chriftianity •, and upon either 
fuppofition, deferves our contempt: 
be pleafed, however, to remember 
for the future, that Bethany was 
not only the name of a town, buc 
of a diftria of Mount Olivet ad- 
joining to the town. 
. From this fpecimen of the con- 
traditions, afcribed to the hifto* 
rians of the life of Chrift, you may 
judge for yourfelves, what little 
reafon there is to rejeft Chriftianity 
upon their account ^ and how fadly 

you 
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yoo Yvill be impofisd upon (to s 
matter of more coniequence to jou 
than any other) if you Cake every 
thing for a contradi&ion, which the 
tmcandid adverfar res of ChriftiMlQF 
think proper to call one. 

Before I put an end to tht« ad* 
dreis, I cannot help taking notice 
of an argument, by which Ibme 
phibibphers have of late endea- 
voured to overturn the whole fyftem 
ef revelation : And it is the more 
neceilary to give an anfwer to their 
objedion, as it is become a com- 
mon fobjeA of phitoibphicai con- 
verfation, efpeciaUy amoiigft thofe^ 
who have vi(ked the continent. 
The objedlion tends to invalklate, 
as is fuppofed, the authority of 
Mofcs i by (hewing, that the earth 

is 
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IS m»ch lAi^u tl^M '^ can be prov*- 
cd to be from his account of the 
fcroKion, ^nd the faiptuce chrono^ 
jbgy* We coateod, ikai: fix tbou» 
fand years have not yet elap(ed^ 
fioce the creation; and thefe phif- 
lofopher^ contend, that tliey have 
andiabicable proof of the earth's 
being at the kz& fourteen thou* 
land years old ; and they complain^ 
that Mofes hangs as a dead weight 
upon theno, and blunts all theif 
zeal for inquiry. * 
. The Canonico Recupero, who, 
k feems^ is, engaged in writing 
the htftory of mount Etna, has 
difcovcred a ftratum of Lava, 
wiuch flowed from that mountain, 
•ccording to his opinion, in the 

time 
• Bryd«nc*t Travels. 
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time of the fecond Punic war^ ot 
'about two thouiand years ago | tlus 
ftratum is not yet covered with 
foily fufEcient for the produ&ion of 
either corn or vines^ it reqiures then^ 
lays the Canon, two thoufand years, 
at lead, to convert a ftratum of 
lava into a fertile field. In fink- 
ing a pit near Jacs^ in the neigh- 
bourhood of Etna, they have dif- 
covered evident marks of fcven 
diftind lavas, one under the other; 
the furfaces of which are parallel, 
and moft of them covered with a 
thick bed of rich earth ; now, the 
eruption, which formed the lowed 
of thefe lavas, (if we may be al-*"^ 
lowed to reafon, fays the Canon, 
from analogy,) Bowed from the 
mountain at leaft fourteen thoufand 

years. 
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years ago.— It might be briefly an* 
fwered to this objedHon, by denying, 
that there is any thing in the hifto- 
ry of Mofes repugnant to this opi- 
nion concerning the great antiquity 
of the earth; for though the rife and 
progrefs of arts and fciences, and 
the finall multiplication of the hu- 
man fpecies, render it almoft to a 
demonftration probable, that man 
has not exifted longer upon the 
fiirface of this earthy than accord- 
ing to the Mofdc account; yet, 
that the earth itfelf was then created 
out of nothing, when man was 
placed upon it, is not, according to 
the fentiments of fome philofo- 
phers, to be proved from the ori- 
ginal text of facred fcripture; we 
might, I fay, reply, with thefe phi- 

R lofophers. 
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lofophers, to this formidable ob- 
jeftion of the Canon, by granting 
it in it*s full extent ; we arc under 
BO neceflity, however, of adopting 
their opin'ron, in order to fhew the 
weaknefs of the Canon's reafbning. 
For in the firft place, the Canon 
has not latisfaftorily eftablilhed }m 
main fact, that the lava in queAion^ 
is the identical lava, which IXo- 
dorus Siculus inenlions to have 
iBowed from Etna, in the fecond 
Carthaginian war; and in the fe^ 
cond place, it may be olArved,. 
that the time ne€e0aFy for con- 
verting lavas into fertile fields^ 
muft be very different, according 
to the different confiftenctes of the 
lavas, and their different (ituations,. 
with refpeft to elevation or de- 

preffion ; 
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preflion ; to their bring cxpofcd jto 
winds, ratnsr^ and to other circam« 
ftances •, juft as the time, in which 
the heaps of iron flag (which re- 
fenobles lava) are covered with ver- 
dure, is different at different fur- 
naces, according to the nature of 
the flag, and fltuation of the fur- 
nace ; and fomething of this kind 
is deducible from the account of 
the Canon himfelf; fince the cre- 
vices of this famous ftratum are 
really full of rich, good foil, and 
have pretty large trees growing in 
them. 

But if all this fliould be thought 
not fufficient to remove the ob- 
jedion, I will produce the Canon 
an analogy in oppofltion to hi^ 
analogy, and which is grounded on 

R 2 more 
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more certain fafts. Etna and Ve- 
fuvius refcmble each other, in the 
caufes which produce their erup- 
tions, and in the nature of their 
lavas, and in the time neceiTary to 
mellow them into foil fit for vege- 
tation; or if there be any flight 
difference in this refpeft, it is pro- 
bably not greater than what fub- 
Ilfts between different lavas of the 
fame mountain. This being ad- 
mitted^ which no philofopher will 
deny, the Canon's analogy will 
prove juft noth#ig at all, if we can 
produce an inf|ance of fcven dif- 
ferent lavas (with interjacent ftrata 
of vegetable earth) which have 
flowed from mount Vefuvius, with- 
in the? fpace, not of fourteen thou- 
fand, but of fomewhat lefs than 

fe- 
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feventeen hundred years *, for then, 
according to our analogy, a ftratum 
of lava may be covered with ve- 
getable foily in about two hundred 
and fifty years, inftead of requiring 
two thoufand for the purpofe. The 
eruption of Vefuvius, which de- 
ftroyed Herculaneum and Pom- 
peii, is rendered ftiU more famous 
by the death of Pliny, recorded by 
his nephew, in his letter to Taci- 
* tus*, this event happened in the 
year 79; it is not yet then quite 
feventeen hundre4.years, fince Her- 
culaneum was fwallowed up: but 
we are informed by unqueftionaUe 
authority, that " the matter which 
" covers the ancient town of Her- 
*^ culaneum, is not the produce of 
** pne eruption only j for there are 

R 3 •" evident 
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^^ evident marks, that the matter. 
*^ of fix eruptions has taken it's 
^^ courfe over chat which lies im* 
^ mediately above the town, and 
^ was the caufe of it's deftrudion* 
'^ Thefe ftrau are either of lava or 
^^ burnt matter, wiih veins of good 
^^foil betwixt them:'* ~ I will not 
add another word upon this fubjeS; 
except that the bifliop of the dio- 
cefe, was not much out in his ad^ 
vice to Canonico Recupero -r to 
take care, not to make his mountain 
older than Moles -, though it would 
have been full as well, to have ihut 
his mouth with a reafon, as to have 

flopped 

* See fir WiUlajn Hamilton s Remarks 
upon the Nature of the Soil of Naples and 
tvs Neighbourhood, in the Philoi. Tranf. 
Volt lii. p. 7. 
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ftop^ it with the dread q£ ati 
ecdefiafikal cenfure. 

Yon perceive, with what eafe a 
little attention will remove a great 
difficulty; but had we been able a> 
iky nothir^, in explanation of this 
phasnomenon, we (hould not have 
a£ted a very rational part, in mak-> 
ing our ignorance the foundation 
of our infidelity, or iuffering a 
minute philofopher to rob lis of our 
ftligion* 

Your obje&ions to revelation, 
may be numerous; you may fin^ 
&ult with the account, which 
Mofes has given of the creation 
and the fall ; you may not be able 
to get water enough for an uni- 
verfal deluge; nor room enough 
in the ark tf Noah, for all the dif- 

& 4 ferent 
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,ferent kinds of aerial and terreftrial' 
animals; you may be difTatisfied 
with the command for f^rificing 
of Ifaac, for plundering the Egyp^ 
tians, and for extirpating the Ca- 
naanites ; you may find fault with 
the Jcwifli oBConomy, for it*s cere- 
monies, it's facrifices, and it*s mul*^ 
tiplicity of priefts ; you may objeft 
to the imprecations in the pfalms, 
and think the immoralities of David, 
a fit fubjeft for dramatic ridicule ;f 
you may look upon the partial 
promulgation of Chriftianity, as 
an infuperable objedion to it's 
truth; and waywardly reje6b the 

good- 

+ See, Saixl et David Hyperdrame. 

Whatever cenfure the author of this 
compofition piav defer ve for his intention, 
the work itfelfdeferves none; it's ridicule 
is too. grofs, to ffliflead even the ignorant. 
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goodncfs of God toward yourielves, 
becaufe you do not comprehend^ 
how you have defcrved it more 
than others ; you may know no- 
thing of the entrance of (in and 
death into the world, by one man's 
tranfgrefTion ; nor be able to com^ 
prehend the doftrine of the crofs 
and of redemption by Jefus Chrift ; 
in (hort, if your mind is fo difpofed, 
you may find food for your fcep« 
ticifm in every page of the Bible, 
as well as in every appearance of na- 
ture i and it is not in the power of 
any perfon, but yourfelves, to clear 
up your doubts; you mud read, and 
you muft think for yourfelvcs ; and 
you muft do both with temper, 
with candour, and with care. In- 
is a )r^nk weed ; it is nur- 
tured 
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tured by oar wees, and cannot be 
plucked up as eafily as it may be 
planted : your difficulties, with re« 
Ipedt to revelation, may have firft 
trifen, from your own refleftion on 
the religious indifference of thofe, 
whom from your earlieft infancy, 
you have been accuftomed to revere 
and imitate; domeftic irreligion 
may have made you a willing 
hearer of Ubertine converfation ; 
and the uniform prejudices of the 
world, may have finifhed the bud- 
nefs at a very early age ; and left 
you to wander through life, with-> 
out a principle to dire£t.your con- 
dud, and to die without hope. We 
are far from wifhing you to truft 
the word of the Clergy for the 
truth of your religion ; we beg of 

you 
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you to examine it to the bottom^ 
to try it, CD prove it, and not to 
hold it faft unlefs you find it good. 
Till you are difpofed to undertake 
this talk, it becomes you to confidcr 
with great ferioufnefs and attention, 
whether it can be for your interelt 
to efteem a few witty farcafms, or 
metaphyfic fubtleties, or ignorant 
mifrepreientations^ or unwarranted 
afiertions, as unanfwerable argu- 
ments again ft revelation; and a 
very flight refledlion will convince 
you, that it will certainly be for 
your reputation, to employ the 
flippancy of your rhetoric, and the 
poignancy of your ridicule, upon 
any fubjedt, rather than upon the 
fubjedb of Religion. 
I take my leave with recom- 
mending 
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mending to your notice, the advke 
which Mr. Locke gave to a young 
man, who was defirous of becom* 
ing acquainted with the dodtrines 
of the Chriftian religion. " Study 
** the holy fcripture, efpecially the 
* new Teftamcnt : Therein are con^ 
•^taincd the words of eternal life. 
*^ It has God for it's author ; Salva- 
«*tion for it's end; and Truth 
•• without any mixture of error for 
^* i'ts matter*," 



I am, &c. 



Locke's Pofth. Works. 



APPENDIX. 



I am obliged to a Gentleman, to 
whom 1 have not the good for-^ 
tune to be perfonally known, 
■for the following remarks: they 
were communicaced to me, when 
thefe Letters were in a great mea- 
fure printed off; but the public, 
I am perfuaded, will thinlc them 
too interefting to have been fup- 
preffed. 

Remarks en certain pajfages in Mr. 
GibbonV " Hiftory of the De- 
" cline and Fall of the Roman 
** Empire." By R.Wynne, Rcai^ 
of St. Alphage^ London. 

IT is not a little furprifing, that 
this juftly admired hiftorian 
Ihould difcover fuch an excels of 

can- 
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candour towards Nero, the moift 
execrable moafter that ever di£- 
graced a throne, and at the fame 
dme an uncommon prejudice a- 
g^unH the profeflbrs of Chriftianity, 
the innocent vt^kims of his rage. 

He gives an account of the 
dreadful fire that confumed the 
greater part of Rome [Chap. XVI. 

F* 53* -3 ^^ ^^ reign of Nero\ and 
endeavours to vindicate his charac*- 
ter from the imputation of having 
fet the City on fire, contrary to the 
concurrent teftimony of all the 
Roman hiftorians ♦. Nay, Mr. G. 
talks of iVir^^s generojity and huma^ 
nity^ on account of feme f ppular 

a£ls\ 

^ Tack. Annal. XV. Sueton. in Neron. 
Dion. Caffius^ Lib* LXII. p. 1014.. Orofius 
VIL 7. 

t Quae quanqaam popularia, &c. /ajs 
Tacitus. 
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aBs; which, as Taciius hints *, were 
intended to rennove the fufpicion of 
of his being the incendiary. But 
let us hear what Suetotnus fays of 
this melancholy event, the caufe of 
it, and of the emperor's behaviour 
on this occafion; who certainly had 
abetter opportunity of in veftigating 
the truth, (as he was born in the 
rdgn of Vefpafian, f and is reck- 
oned a mod accurate and candid 
writer) than our author. " Quafi 
•* deformitatc veterum acdificiorum, 
•*et anguftiis flexurilque vicorum 
**ofFenfus, incendit urbem tarn 
^^palaniy ut plerique confulares, 

cubU 

* Sed non ope humanar non largitionibus 
principisy auc deiim placamentis, decedebat 
2nfainia» quin j ufTum incendium credeM^ 
tur. Idefn, Annate XV. 

t About 9 or 6 yean after the ^xt^ 



cc 
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*' cubicularios ejus, cum ftupa tac- 
'* daque, in praediis fuis deprehenfos 
non attigerint : et qusedatn horrea 
circa domum Auream, quorum 
^^rpacium maxime defiderabat, ut 
<* bellicis machinis labefaAata, at* 
*< que inflamcnata (int, quod faxeo 
** muroconftrufta eranf "— " Hoc 
'^incendium e turri Mascenaciana 
** profpcftans, Ixtutque flamm^e^ ut 
^^ aiebat^ pulchritudine^ «AMur»v Ilii in 
^ ilia fuo fcenlco habitu decanta- 
**vit*." Mr. G. after Tacitus, 
mentioning Nero's throwing open 
the imperial gardens to the diftreff- 
ed multitude, &c. applauds his 
generofity. It appears very pro- 
bable, 

• This circumftance is mentioned by 
TadtuSy who was born before this fire, 
as a report which the Emperor could not 
fupprefs. Idem. Ibid. 
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bable, however, from Suetonius^ th^t 
this was done to carry the efFefts 
of the j)oor fufferers into his gar- 
dens, which he promifed to do 
gratis; but would not fufFer the 
owners to touch what the flames 
had fpared, and converted all to his 
own ufe. " Ac ne non hinc quo- 
"que, fays his impartial Biogra- 
** pher, quantum poiiet prsedas et 
** manubiarum invaderet, poUicitus 
cadaverum et ruderum gratui« 
tam egeftionem, nemini ad reli- 
quias rerum fuarum adire per« 
** mifit,"* 

From thefe paflages, and the 
authors referred to in the note 
above, the guilt and profligacy of 

S Nero^ 

• Suefon. in Neron, Chap, XXXVIIL 
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Nero^ with regard -to this'cot>fia^ 
gration which kfted 'fix *days, can- 
not be queftioned, I ihink, without 
an uncommon degree of fcepticifm 5 
and a perfon^ who by a pretended 
inveftigation of truths endeavours 
to explain away a notorious mattet 
of faS^ recorded by a <rotemporary 
and feveral fucceeding hiftorian^^ 
hardly deferves a ierious anfwer. 

Let us now examine the account 
of the dreadful ^Ooock Nero ptaik 
among the Oirifiians^ in order to avoid 
the $uhli< ndkifn^ 'which he hadjuji^ 
incurred for fetting the CapitaJ oh 
fire, tlut fee n^ght ^nlai^ his 
|>alffce, &c. 

" With this view [to divert the 
" fufpicion of his having fet Rome 

^'on 



"on fire*] he [Nero] infliflcd the 
^* moft exquiQce tortures on thofe 
^* men, who, under the vulgar ap- 
*'pellation of Chriftians, were 
*' already branded wiih deserved 
*^ infamy.^* " They derive their 
** name and origin from Chrift^ 
«* who in the reign of Tiberius had 
^* fufFered death, by the fentence 
** of the procurator Pontius Pilate/* 
" For a while, this dire fuperfti- 
^^ tion was checked ; but it again 
*' burft forth -, and not only fpread 
•* itfelf over Judea, the firft feat of 
"this mifchievous fe6t, but was 
*' even introduced into Rome, the 
** common afylum, which receives 
•* and protedls whatever is atro- 

s a " cious.*' 

• Gibbon^s Tranflation of a paiTage in 
Tacitus\ 



" cious*" " The confeffions of thofc 
*'who were feized, difcovcred a 
** great multitude of their accom- 
^^plices'y and they were all convidled, 
**not (o much for the crime of 
"fetting fire to the city, as for 
"THEIR hatred of mankind.'' 
" They died in torments; and their 
** torments were embittered by 
"infult and dcrifion/* "Some 
'^Were nailed on crofles; others 
*' ibwn up in fldns oS wild beafts^ 
*' and expofed to the fury of dogs ? 
*' others again, fmeared over with 
**combuftible materials, were ufed 
^^as torches to illuminate the 
" night." " The gardens of Nero 
" were deftined for the melancholy 
" fpeftacle, which was accompanied 
" with a horfe race, and honour- 

" ED 
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**ED WITH THE PRESENCE of 

" the Emperor 5 who mingled with 
** the populace in the drefs and at- 
*-* titude of a charioteer." " The 
^^ guilt of the Chrtfiians defervedj 
^\indeedy the moft exemplary puni/h" 
" ment •, but the public abhorrence 
" was changed into commiferation, 
V from the opinion that thofe un- 
happy wretches were facrificed, 
not fo much to the rigour of ju^ 
^^ftice^ as to the cruelty of the 
'* tyrant."* 

That the learned reader may 
judge, whether the above be a juft 
tranflation of Tacitus *s words, I 
ihall tranfcribe the original paflage 
to which the Author refers; and 

s 3 cannot 

* Gibbon^ s Dedine and Fall of the Ro^ 
man Empire. Chap. XVI. p. 5339 534. 
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cannot help obferving, that though 
thcRoman is far from being candid, 
in the account he gives of this 
tranfaftion; yet the Englilh hifto- 
rian is lefs candid in his tranflation 
and remarks on the former ; not- 
withftanding they are both excellent 
biftorians. 

**Ergo abolendo rumori Nero 
**fubdiditreos,etqua5fitiffimispoenis 
^* afFecit, quos ( i )perflagitia invifos 
♦' vulgus Chriftianos appcllabat." 
*'Au(5tor nominis ejus Chriftus, 

* 

^' qui, Tiberio imperitante, per 

<* procuratorcm Pentium Pilatutn 

«* fupplicio affeftus crat." " Re- 

•*preffaque in prsefens exitiabilis 

** fupcrftitio rurfus erumpebat, ilon 

**modo per Judaeam, originem 

"qus mali, fed per urbem etiam : 

"quo 
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^ quo cun£ta undique atrocia aut 
** pudenda confluunt celebrantur- 
*'quc.'* *'Igitur primo correpti 
*' qui [2)fatebantury deinde indicio 
**eorum multitude ingens, haut 
perincjc in crimine incendii, quam 
(3) odio humani generis convifti 
funt/* "Et pereuntibus addita 
** ludibria,. ut ferarum tergis con- 
*'te6ti, laniatu canum interirent; 
^ aut crucibus affixi,aut flammandi, 
^^atqueubidefectifetdies, inufurh 
" nofturni lumim$ urerentur." 
** Hortos fuos ei fpeflTaculo Nero ; 
** obtulerat, et Circenfe ludicrum 
*' edebat, habitu aurigse permixtus 
**plebi,vel circuloinfiftens.'* "Un- 
de quanquam adverfds {/Ofontes^ 
novijjima exempla meriiosj mifera- 
tio orfebatufj (5) tamquani non 

s 4 *'«r/ff. / 
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" utilitale publicd^ fed in faevkiam 
*' uniufi abfurwrcntur."* 



Remarks on the above pajfage^ and 
Mr. Gibbon's tranjlation^ fc?r. 

It does not appear from Tacitus, 
that the Chriftians ** were branded 
** with deferved infamy :" we may 
learn from Pliny -f, his friend and 
cotemporary, the true meaning of 
per flagitia invifos — Chriftianos^ 
which he calls flagitia coharentia, 
fionuni \ fo that the pretended crimi- 
nality was inherent in the name of 
Chriftian, which was detefted by 
thePagans, {2)^ifatebantur^\9tt^ 

thofe, 

• Tacit. Amiat. lib. XV. Cap. 44. 
f Lib. X. Ep. ^7^ 
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thofe, whQ confeffed that they iper 
Chriftians; not that they hadfkedth 
city, of which Tacitus, as well a 
his tranflator, knew them to be in 
nocent. The fame Pliny inform 
us, that upon the bare confeffion c 
Chriftianity, they were punilhe^ 
even with death, if they perfifted 
Confitentes^ iterum ac tertib interro 
govt J fupplicium fninatus\ perfevt 
rantes ducijuffi. 

The words of Tacitus are 
little ambiguous, though he cleat 
the Chriftians from the vile impu 
tation i but there is no ambiguit 
in the tranflation-, for Mr.G. make 
m them confefs the crime, and difcovt 

a great multitude of their accomplice 
It is true, he fays, after Tacitw 
** that they were conviftcd, not 1 

"muc 
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«< much for the crime effecting fire 
*♦ to the city, z%f&r their hatred of 
'• human kind.** Indeed, the lat- 
ter clauie does not feem to convey 
the true meaning of Tacitus ^ who, 
by odio humanigenerisi fignifies, that 
they v)ere hated by all mankind'^ 
which is partly explained by his 
invifos per flagUia a little above, 
they were hateful en account of their 
name, which was reckoned infa* 
moui. This was^ plainly forett)kl 
by the humble founder of their 
religion, ** that they fhould be 
*^ hated of all men on account of 
*^ his name.** Add to this, that 
Suetonius informs us, that " Nero 
*' inflided various punilhments on 
• ** the Cbriftlans,' on account of their 
i ** new 



^ new and impious fupcrftition;"* 
but does not mention the flighted 
fufpicion of their having fct fire 
to the city, though he gives a par-^ 
ticular account of it in another 
chapter .J. of the life of Nero. 4* It 
is far from, afbing the part, of a 
candid and. impartial hiftorian to. 
ailert, as Tacitus does, and his: 
tranflator even in ftronger terms, 

that the Chriftians. were yiw/^JV ^ 
noviffima exempla meritos^ without 

fpecifying anjf crime thattbey were 

guilty of. Indeed' be knew, or. 

might have known, from his.friend 

Pliiiy, that they .were guiky.of no. 

crime; but that.their religion bound 

thetr^ 

• Afliftvfup^liciij Chriftiani, gjWiHi 
hominum fuperflitionls novae ac maleficae. 
Suet An Nero. Cap. 16. 

:|: Ibid. Cap. xx^vfiL 



them by a folemn engagement not 
to commit any.t 

As to Mr. Gibbon-s four obfer- 
vations on the above paflage in 
Tacitus, the firft is obvious and 
incontellable ; the fecond and third 
are vague conjectures, fupported 
by no authority 5 but the fourth is 
totally void of foundation, . viz. 
** That the religious tenets of the 
" Chriftians, were never made a 
•* fubjeft of puniftiment, or even 
" of enquiry'.*' The contrary is 
exceedingly evident, frgm the E- 
pifUe of Pliny, and the paflagc in 
Suetonius quoted above ; and Mr. 
G. refers to the latter in his firft 
obfervation, fo that he could not 
overlook it. The laft inftance of 

Mr. 

f Plin. Lib. x. Ep, 97% 
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Mr. G*s altering the fenfe of Ta* 
citus in this celebrated paiTage, is 
at theconclufion ; where he renders 
(5) tamtam mn utiUtate fublica'^ 
*• not fo much to the rigour cfju^ 
^^ JHce\' as if the Chriftians were, 
in fome meafure, juftly punifhed % 
whereas the hiftorian mentions only 
the public utility^ which was often 
made the pretence for punifliing the 
innocent Chriftians. 

Rsfnarks on the Author^ s account of 
the conduil of Pliny the younger^ 
and the emperor Trajan, towards 
the Chriftians. 

*• Under the reign of J^rajan^* ' 
fays Mr. G.* " the younger Pliny 

" was 

• Chap. xvi. p. 540^541* 



" was ^tttraRcd with the .gdvern.: 

.♦' ment of ^Bi^nia and Panitis. 

^ 'He "foon -found hihifelf at a lafi 

"io dctentiine, by what rule t)f 

a 'jufticejtMTof law, he (hould direft 

f**his conduft in the exedutioh 6f 

** an office, the moft rttpugnantt to 

*'*Jiis humanity. Plif^ had never 

" affifted at any judicial proceed- 

•*' ings Sgainft the Chriftians, with 

*' whofe name alone he feems 

*' to be acquainted ; and he was 

>' totally uninformed with regard 

^* to the nature of their ^uilt, &ccj' 

-— *' The life of Plwy had been 

" employed in the icquifition of 

•** learning, and in the bufinefs of 

^' the world. — The anfwer- of 

V* Trajan^ to which the Cbri'ftians 

*Vof the fucceeding age have fre- 

" quently 



,*^ quently appealed, ^Ifeovei^ as 
^^ mtich regard for juftice imd ba^ 
^* rnanity, as could •be rccondilcd 
^' wkh his miftafccn nation trf rdi- 
" gious policy. Iriftead of difplay- 
Ing the implacable zeal of aa 
Itkjuifitor^ — the emperor ex- 
preffes much more folicitude to 
proteft the fecurity of the inno- 
cent, than to prevent the efcape 
" of the guilty^* — Though he 
^^ diredb the magiilrates tQ puniih 
fuch perfons as are legally ♦ con- 
vifted, he prohibits, with a very 
i^ humane inconfiftency, from mak- 
*' ihg any enquiries concerning the 
*' fuppofed criminals." 

Not- 

• • • Hotr could they be kgaih convidfcd, 
if» as Mr. G. loforau a few fines iiigher^ 

**thete 



cc 
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Notwithftandiing thefe encomi- 
ums on Trajan and Pliny ^ I can 
look upon their miftaken notion of 
religious policy J in no other light, 
but that of Intolerance i and it wais 
the height of arrogance in the for- 
mer to affume, and the nioft fervile 
flattery in the latter to pay, divine 
honours to his mafter. Their 
Roman anceftors would have blulh- 
ed to demand ftich bafe adulation, 
and fpurned at the propofal with 

in- 

.1 

** there were no general laws or decrees pf 
** the fenate in force againft the Chriftians, 
<« — and ndthcr Trajan^ nor any of hii 
** virtuous predeceffors, had publicly de^ 
** clared their intentions concerning the 
•^newfea." 

J Mtlmothy in his tranflatlon of Pltny'% 
Letters, endeavours to exculpate him by 
the fame arguments. 
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{ndignataon ; and yet Pimy ufes the 
oiean artifice of introducing the 
emperor's ioaage^ among thofe td 
the gods, in order to lay a ihare 
for the Chriflians. Hence their 
refuifiU to ofier inceDSfe^ &ic^ ^ dtt 
iobls, was looked tipon ai ivant of 
reipetS: to thek fovereig^ and cxm^ 
ftrueid into lireaibn by A inlnkm nf 
the oDurt, and punifiied nccord»- 
SQgly. It fiairther apjpeara^ bj \Ah 
own acctKuit, that this /^^Tiiritf^ 
huinamii and «ii2ji^4r!mi^.goviernoiv 
iKras well informed <<)£ (he imiOicenccy 
and no^five behaviour of tht 
Cbriftians; for, in the fame let:cert 



^Jirrff thun 4c viffo Juppluarmt. £Itr. x. 



lie ffvcs iht emperor, a candid 
and cifcumftantial account of the 
laudable defign of their private 
aileinb4ies; which, however, they 
had omitted, in purfuance of the 
ediA, which he had publiflied by 
his mailer's orders. Notwith-^ 
ftanding ^l this, in the true fpirit 
of an In^ifitoTj the humane Pliny 
put two Deaconefles to the torture, 
in Older, as lie fays, to find out the 
truth; but found in their confef* 
fion, only an exceflTive and bad fu* 
perftition, as he calls it. With 
how much more dignity, as well 
as juftice, did one of Nero*s go- 
vernors behave towards, the apoftle 
Paul on a fimilar occafion? ''It 
^' ife not the cuftom of the Romans, 
e >' fays 
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<« fays Fejius to the Jews^ to giv« 
<^ up any man to be put to deaths 
** before the accufed have the ac- 
^^ cufers face to face,^ and has an' 
«( opportunity of making his de- 
^' fence, as to the crime kud to his 
" charge." f ** Being defirous of 
^< knowing the crime, <£ which the 
*' 7^wj accufed Paul^ fays L};^ 
*^ the tribune, I brought him before 
^< their council ; whom I found to 
^^ be accufed concerning queftions 
*' of their law, but to have nothing 
^^ laid to his charge, worthy of 

T2 "death 



. 1^ Thofe Chriftians, whom Pliny exa^ 
siinedy had no other accufery but an ano- 
nymous libel : Pnpofitt tfi UMha fin 
autore^ mukomm mmna cotttimnt. Ideo^ 
Ibid. ' 



t AOs zxV| 16^ 
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?' death or of bonds, "J In the 
fame ftile the recorder addrefles the 
tumulcuoua cidzena. of Ephefu^^ 
Tb^f<l men , feys he, whom yow 
ha^ve broiighc hkh^r^, are neither 
fl\ robbers of tetsples^ n^r bia& 
^ phemersofyourgod^e&. There^ 
*^ fore, if UemitrWi and the arti-i 
*' ficera who are with him, have a 
^ chafgie againfli any one^ the courts 
f* are open,, and there jure prtKon* 
^* ful6 \ let them impkad one an^ 
•'other.*'* 

Pfiny^ likewife tslla the cmp6iK>r, 
!^ That, let their confeffion be 
<« what it would, he did not doubt^ 
^^ but their perfcvcrance and in- 

/- . , . . . .... 

% Afts xxiii. 28, 29, 30. 

♦ A6ls xix. 37, 38* • 
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f « flexible obftinacy J ought' to be 
♦^ puniflied/* t Trajan^ by bk 
i^itftver, approves of what Pliny had 
done with regard to the Chriftians ; 
^nd though he would not have 
him fearch for fuch vi&ims to his 
tyranny, yet he orders thcrri to be 
puniihed, unleis they renounced 
their religion : however, he diiap- 
proved of anonymous libels, about 
which his governor of Bjthinis 
&em» to befitate. 

Before 

} This heroic cenftanqrdnd'inflejdbilit/, 
ought rather to have been admired by % 
Roman. 
Juftom et tengcem propofiti viruffi 

N9n civium ardor prava jubentium^ 
Non vultus inilantis tyrannic 
Mente quatit folidi '- 

Hot. Lib. III. Ode 3. 

t Nfqiie cnim-i/j^tf^AP, quaIeoanq«< 

€fiet 
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Before I difmifs this remarkable 
Epiftle, I cannot help obrerving^ 
that it feems to contradift Mr. 
G's aflfertiony about the fmall num- 
ber of Chriftians rn the Roman 
empire, and the contemptible light 
in which thej were looked upon by 
the Roman magtftrates^ *^ Many, 
** fays Pliny, of every age, rank, 
^ and fex, are, and will be, brought 
*^ to a trial ; nor are cities only, 
but villages, and the country 
infefted with the contagion of 
^ that fuperftition — ^It is certainly 
**■ evident that the temples, which 
^ weie aknoft deferted^ begin to be 

**fre- 



cAet quod faterentar/ pervicaciam ocrtCy, 
ct inflexibilem obftinationem dc b«[e fvi^ 
alri. Lit. x. Ef. 97V 
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